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Citizen Journalism/
Citizen’s Media

Dan Gillmor - former San 
Jose Mercury News

From lecture to conversation

“The former audience”



ohmynews.com, influential in election of Roh Moo-Hyun



nigerianpolity.blogspot.com
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MAP OF PRESS FREEDOM 2006

The Map of Press Freedom reflects the flow of news and information within 
and between 194 countries and territories. Universal criteria determine the 
judgments, starting with Article 19 of the United Nations’ Declaration of 
Human Rights.

Criteria include: the legal environment in which the media operate; the degree 
of independence of the news media from governmental ownership and 
influence; economic pressures on news content; and diverse violations of press 
freedom from the murder of journalists to other extra-legal abuse and 
harassment. 
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In 2005, there were 1.11 billion people living in countries with free media, 
representing 17 percent of the world’s population. There were 2.57 billion 
people living in countries with partly free media, representing 40 percent of 
the world’s population. There were 2.79 billion people living in countries with 
not free media, representing 43 percent of the world’s population.

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes 
freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart 
information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers. Article 19, 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights – UN General Assembly, 1948

Congress shall make no law…abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press… 
The First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States
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High repression:		 	 North Korea, Burma, Turkmenistan
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Net use tightly controlled 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Little or no citizen media

Moderate repression:		 China, Iran, Zimbabwe
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Citizen media only free media
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Adoption tracks digital divide

Low/no repression: 	 	 Ghana, South Africa, Baltic States
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Less citizen media than expected
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Free expression in mass media
	



Muslim Brotherhood Website
Blocked in Egypt



hinduunity.org
Blocked in India



nazret.com, blocked in Ethiopia



"I love freedom of speech, human rights and democracy."

Text

"You must enter a title for your space. The title must not contain prohibited language,
such as profanity. Please type a different title."

Content control on MSN Spaces
Chinese language edition





sleeplessinsudan.blogspot.com





rsf.org



Events-based filtering

Kyrgyzstan, February-March 2005
blocking of independent media through DOS

Hijacking, cloning of KelKel site:
“Have fun while you’re still young!”

Birge site redirection

Similar pattern in Belarus
Blocking of charter97.org

Impact: expatriates, journalists, organizers



Kefaya and the 
virtual newsroom



Questions for election monitors:

- Should we monitor online speech
 in an election context? How?

 - If newspapers are prohibited from political 
reporting prior to elections, do we restrict blogs?

- How can we prevent domain name hijacking, as we 
saw in Kyrgyzstan?

- What about psuedonymous speech?
Libel, slander issues?
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