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LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1996

Arrangements of sections

Part I-Preliminary

Section

10.
11.
12.

WO NAU B W=

Short title and commencement

Interpretation

Power to declare Community, Rural, Urban and Mumcxpal Counc1ls
Composition of Councils

Functions of Local Authorities

Electoral Divisions

Arrangements preliminary to constitution of Councils

Local Government election of Councillors

Commencement of term of office of Council and date of constitution of
such Council

Term of office of Councillors

Refusal or vacation or resignation of office

Filling of casual vacancies

Part II-Meetings and Conduct of Business and Election of Mayor, Deputy

13.
14.

15.

16.

Mayor Chairman and Vice-Chairman

First meeting and election of Mayor or Chairman

Mode and manner of election of Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Chairman, or
Vice-Chairman

Term of office and functions of Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Chairman and
Vice-Chairman

Removal of Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Chairman or Vice-Chairman from office
by resolution of the Council

Town Clerk or Council Secretary to exercise powers of Council in certain
cases.

General Meetings

Mayor or Chairman to preside at Meetings

Decisions of questions and quorum

Minutes

Committees

Special Committees

Joint Committees .

Financial matters and finance committee

Meetings of Standing Committee, Special Committee or Joint Committee
Development plans and schemes

District Planning Unit

Composition of a District Planning Unit

Functions of the District Planning Unit
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Part III-Status Powers and Duties of Councils and Officers and Servants

of the Council

All Councils to be corporations
General duties and powers !
Council office

Municipal or Urban Town Clerk or Council Secretary of Comminity or

Rural Council .

Delegation of powers duties andvfunctions of the Council
Delegation of Town Clerks or Council Secretary’s powers ’
Town Clerk or Council Sectretary to have custody of books etc.
Executive Officers and Public Officers
District Administrator ;

Councillors, officers and Servants of Council not to be interested in contracts

etc. .
All employees to retire on attaining the age of fifty five years .

Part IV-By-Laws

Power of Council to make by-laws

Power to compound offences

Approval and publication of by-laws

Supply of copies of by-laws o
By-laws to be subject to allowance of amendment .

Part V-Finance
Fund

Council fund and its constituents

Moneys received by the Council to be lodged thh the Bank
Application of the Fund

Orders, cheques etc for payment out of the fund

Statements of receipts, disbursements etc, on account of the fund
Power of Councils to berrow on the security of rates and taxes etc.
Form of security etc.

Limitation of borrowing powers

Grants

Power to impose and levy rates B o
Power of Council to impose taxes etc.

Recovery of rates, taxes etc.

Statements etc. not to be impeached for want of form
Preparation and publication of annual accounts

Budget . f

Financial statements S

Audit

Inquiries

Suspension and dissolution of Ceuncil and appointment of Local Government

Administrator
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»‘‘minister’’ means the Minister to whom the subject of Local Government has
been assigned;

“‘property’’ means any house, building or other erection as well as fixtures
thereto and improvements to, in, over or under land which is held by an owner
or any person holding for that owner and includes the owner’s legal interest
in that land;”’

‘“‘rule’’ means a rule made by the Minister under section 66; and

‘“‘town clerk’’ means the officer appointed by the Local Government Service
Commission to be or to Act for the time being as the Town Clerk of a Urban
or Municipal Council.

Power to declare Community, Rural, Urban and Municipal Councils

3. (1)  The Minister may by notice published in the gazette-
(a) -declare
(i) any area, having the characteristics or requirements
prescribed for the purpose, to be a Community Council;
(if) any area, having the characteristics or requirements
prescribed for the purpose, to be a Rural Council;
(iii) any area, having the characteristics or requirements
‘prescribed for the purpose, to be an Urban Council;
(iv) any area, having the characteristics or requirements
prescribed for the purpose, to be a Municipal Council;
®) define each area so declared; and
© assign a name to such Council.

(2) A declaration under subsection (I) may be made by the Minister in
respect of two or more areas jointly, notwithstanding that such areas are not
contiguous; and the areas in respect of which any such declaration is made shall
accordingly be deemed to constitute jointly one single Council for all purposes
of this Act.

Compeosition of Councils

4.  In accordance with the provisions of this Act there shall be constltuted the
following Councils:

(a) a Community Council shall consist of not less than 9 elected
members but not exceeding 15 elected members and not
exceeding 2 gazetted chiefs (other than principal chiefs) who
shall also be elected;

(b) an Urban Council shall consist of not less than 9 elected
members but not exceeding 13 elected members and not
exceeding 2 gazetted chiefs (other than principal chiefs) who
shall also he elected;

(© a Municipal Council shall consist of not less than 11 elected






