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Referendum [CAP. 10

CHAPTER 10

REFERENDUM
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

Shorttitle

Referendum onissuesof nationa importance

Writ of Referendum

Personsqualifiedto vote

Appointment of returning officers

Application of Representation of the People Act and Regulations
Regulations

Expenses
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Commencement

CHAPTER 10
REFERENDUM 20f 1999
[6th March, 1999]  Commencement
[21. 9. 1999]
_ _ S.1.310f 1999.
1. ThisActmay becited asthe Referendum Act. Short title.
2.-(1) Without prejudiceto any law which providesfor areferendumtobe  Referendum
held on any specificissue, theNational Assembly may by resolutionpassedin ~ on issues of
that behalf declarethat acertain issueor matter isof sufficient nationa impor- ~ nationa
Importance.
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4 CAP. 10] Referendum

tancethat it should be submitted to the electorsfor their approval through a
referendum.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) above, areferendum shall beheld
onthefollowingissues-

CARA4. (@ any amendmentto Part 11 of the Congtitution which dero-
gatesfromthe fundamental rightsand freedomsguaran-
teed therein; and

(b)  any proposed settlement with Guatemalafor resolving the
Bdize/Guatemaladispute.

Wit of 3.-(1) Withinthirty daysof the passing of theresolution by the National As-

referendum. sembly pursuant to section 2 above (or wherealaw providesfor thehholding
of areferendum on aspecificissue, within thirty daysof arequest madeto that
effect by the Prime Minister), the Governor-Generd shal issueaWrit of Ref-

Fifth Schedule. erenduminaform similar tothe Writ of ElectionintheFifth Scheduleto the

CAPO. Representation of the People Act, with such modificationsand adaptationsas
arenecessary to satisfy the provisionsof thisAct, to thereturning officers of
theelectoral divisonsof Belize, or of the particular district or areathereof, as
the case may be.

(2) Theday namedintheWritfor theholding of areferendum shall not
belessthan thirty daysafter theissue of the Writ.

(3) TheWrit of Referendum shall specify whether thereferendum shall
beheldinthewholeof Belize or inany specific district or areaof Belize.

(4) Upon receipt of such Writ, every returning officer to whom the
Writ isaddressed shall proceed to hold the referendum in accordance with
thisAct and thedirectionsof the Electionsand Boundaries Commission.
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Referendum [CAP.10 °

4. Thepersonsqualifiedto votein areferendum held under thisAct shall,  Persons
subject to subsection (3) of section 3 above, beasfollows:- qualified to vote.

(@ wherethereferendumisto beheldinthewhole of
Belize, dl thoseduly registered el ectorswho, at the
date of the holding of thereferendumarequalifiedto
vote aselectorsfor the el ection of membersof the
House of Representativesin an el ection conducted
under the Representation of the People Act; or CAP9.

(b) wherethereferendumisto beheld only inan areaof
Bdizedefined intheWrit of Referendum, dl those
duly registered electorswho areresidentsof thearea
so defined and who, at the date of the holding of the
referendum, are qualified to vote asel ectorsunder
the Representation of the People Act for theelection  capo.
to the House of Representativesof the arearepre-
sentativeof theeectora divisoninwhichtheareaso
defined iscomprised.

5.-(1) TheElectionsand Boundaries Commission shal appoint returning offic- ~ Appointment
ersfor each electoral division or areawherethereferendumisto beheld. O]Efretumi ng
olficers.
(2) Subjecttothedirectionsof the Chief Elections Officer, it shall bethe
duty of thereturning officer withinhiselectora division or areatododl things
asmaybenecessary for effectua ly conducting thereferendum and the counting
of thevotescast.

(3) Thereturning officer shall not declaretheresultsof thebalotinhis
electoral divison or areg, but shal certify tothe Chief Elections Officer:-

(@ thetota number of ballot papers counted;

(b) thenumber of votescast for and against the propositionin
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6 CAP. 10] Referendum

hisdectora divisonor area;

andthe Chief Elections Officer shdl issueacertificate sating theresultsof the
referendumin the entire country or part thereof asthe case may be.

Application of 6.-(1) A referendum under this Act shall be conducted, sofar asmay be, in
Representation of  gccordance with the provisions of the Representation of the People Act and
the People Act — pegy jlationsmadethereunder.

and Regulations.

CAP.9.

(2) Without prejudiceto the generality of theforegoing, thefollowing
CAP9. provisionsof the Representation of the People Act and regul ationsmadethere-
under, asthey apply to the election of membersof the House of Representa-
tives, shdl apply, with the necessary modifications, to thereferendum, that is
to say, the provisionsrelating to the appointment of polling stations, presiding
officers, clerksand other staff, the provision of electionsmaterid, the conduct
of, and maintenance of order at, the poll, the security of ballot papersand
ballot boxes, the counting of thevotes, and al mattersincidenta to theforego-
ing provisons, including e ection offences.

Regulations. 7. The Governor-Genera may, on theadvice of the Minister responsiblefor
elections, make Regulations. -

(@ astotheformof aballot paper for the purpose of areferen-
dum;

(b) subjecttothisAct, for the modification of the Representa-
CAPO. tion of the People Act and Regulations made thereunder
(including any omissionsfrom, additionsto and amendments

to, thesaid Act) for the purpose of thisAct; and

(¢ forany other matter appearing to be necessary or expedient
for the purposesof thisAct.
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Referendum [CAP.10 7/

8. All expensesincurredin carryingthisActinto effect shall bedefrayedout  Expenses.
of moneysprovided by the National Assembly.

9. ThisActshal comeintoforceonsuchday asthePrimeMinister may, by ~ Commencement.
Order published in the Gazette, appoint.
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