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Party secretaries of registered parties contesting the party vote may 
appoint scrutineers to observe: 
 

• The issue of votes and the preliminary count in polling places 
where their party is not standing an electorate candidate in a 
particular electorate. 

• Judicial recounts of party votes. 
• The allocation of party list seats by the Chief Electoral Officer in 

Wellington. 
 
Note: A candidate cannot act as a scrutineer. 
 
Issue of votes and the preliminary count in a polling place 
 
If you are appointed to observe the issue of votes and the preliminary count 
in a polling place, you may: 
 

• Require an issuing officer to question a voter who you suspect of 
impersonation or double voting.1 

• Record and communicate to party officials the names of persons 
who have voted in the polling place. 

• Observe the preliminary count and report the results back to your 
party or candidate headquarters. 

 
Early count of advance votes 
 
If you are appointed to observe the early count of advance votes on polling 
day, you may be present at the Returning Officer’s headquarters from 
2.30pm until the count is completed.  You will not be able to leave the 
secure area before 7.00pm.  The count is completed under strict security 

                                                 
1 The questions the issuing officer must put to the voter are: 
(a) Are you the person whose name appears as A.B. in the electoral roll now in force 

for the (name of district) Electoral District? 
(b) Have you already voted at this election in this or any other electoral district? 








