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Expert Survey on Electoral Fraud, Crimes, and Manipulation

About the project: This questionnaire is part of an expert survey designed to help understand the factors that drive electoral fraud, crimes and manipulation across the world. The survey is the first part in a multi-phase study that will result in the development of practical tools for reducing election-related problems.  The project is being carried out by Creative Associates International in collaboration with Dr Sarah Birch of the University of Essex, UK. For more information, please contact Sarah Birch: bircsi@essex.ac.uk.
This questionnaire has four sections and 16 questions.  We estimate that it should take you no longer than 30 minutes to complete. If you do not think you can devote half an hour to this task, we’d be grateful if you could answer as many questions as you have time for. Please type your answers directly into the document and expand the form as required to accommodate your answers.
Should you feel it would be useful to complete separate versions of the questionnaire for different countries or regions with which you are familiar, please feel free to do so.
Please return your completed survey to Sarah Birch at bircsi@essex.ac.uk.

SECTION I: GENERAL

1. With which regions of the world do you have the greatest familiarity? (Please put an ‘x’ next to all that apply)

___ Latin America

___ Africa and the Middle East

___ Asia

___ Eastern Europe and the Former Soviet Union

___ Western Europe, North America and/or Australasia

2. Are there any individual countries with which you have particular expertise? If so, please list them here:

We’d like you to answer the remainder of the questions in relation to the countries/region you have identified in answer to the previous questions.

3. How much of a problem do you believe electoral fraud, crimes and manipulation are in the region with which you have the greatest familiarity? (Please put an ‘x’ next to one response)
___ Extremely serious

___ Serious

___ Somewhat serious

___ Not very serious

___ Not at all serious
Your comments:

4. Overall, which of the following factor(s) do you consider the most common motives for those engaging in electoral fraud, crimes and malpractice (in the region with which you have the greatest familiarity)? (Rank each on a scale of 0 (not applicable) – 5 (extremely high motivation))

___ To achieve or retain power

___ To engage in rent-seeking and/or corruption

___ To avoid punishment for past acts

___ To quash dissent among opposition actors
___ To demonstrate the strength of the ruling party or group
Other (please specify): 

5. Who are the main perpetrators of electoral fraud, crimes and manipulation (in the region with which you have the greatest familiarity)? (Put an ‘x’ next to all the categories that apply)

___ The governing party/office-holder(s)

___ Opposition parties/office holders

___ Election staff

___ The security services

___ Other state employees
___ The judiciary

___ The media

___ Voters

___ Criminal elements

Other (Please specify): 

6. What do you believe are the most effective strategies for reducing electoral fraud, crimes and manipulation (in the region with which you have the greatest familiarity)? (Rank each on a scale of 0 (not effective) – 5 (extremely effective))

___ International election observation

___ Domestic election observation

___ International election assistance

___ Reform of electoral legislation

___ Reform of the judicial system
___ Reform of electoral management bodies

___ Voluntary codes of conduct for political parties

___ Measures to protect media freedom

___ Regime change

___ Economic development

Other (please specify):

SECTION II: TYPES OF ELECTORAL FRAUD, CRIMES AND MANIPULATION

7. What types of electoral fraud, crimes and/or manipulation do you think pose the most serious problem (in the region with which you have the greatest familiarity)?

8. For each of the following phases of the electoral cycle, please indicate how much of a problem you believe electoral fraud, crime and/or manipulation generally is (in this region):
	Phase
	Extremely serious
	Serious
	Somewhat serious
	Not very serious
	Not at all serious

	Legal framework
	
	
	
	
	

	Electoral calendar implementation
	
	
	
	
	

	Voter registration
	
	
	
	
	

	Electoral campaign
	
	
	
	
	

	Election day operations
	
	
	
	
	

	Vote count and tabulation
	
	
	
	
	

	Verification/announcement of results
	
	
	
	
	

	Electoral disputes adjudication
	
	
	
	
	


Your comments:

9. For each of the following phases of the electoral cycle, please indicate: which types of electoral fraud, crimes and manipulation are most prevalent (in the region with which you have greatest familiarity), the most common motives for those engaging in such acts by type of electoral fraud, crime, and manipulation, and the main perpetrators of those acts by type of electoral fraud, crime, and manipulation. If more than three types of electoral fraud, crimes, and manipulation, please add additional rows.
	Phase
	Types of electoral fraud, crimes & manipulation
	Most common motive
	Main perpetrators

	Legal framework
	1.
	
	

	
	2.
	
	

	
	3.
	
	

	
	…
	
	

	Electoral calendar implementation
	1.
	
	

	
	2.
	
	

	
	3.
	
	

	
	…
	
	

	Voter registration
	1.
	
	

	
	2.
	
	

	
	3.
	
	

	
	…
	
	

	Electoral campaign
	1.
	
	

	
	2.
	
	

	
	3.
	
	

	
	…
	
	

	Election day operations
	1.
	
	

	
	2.
	
	

	
	3.
	
	

	
	…
	
	

	Vote count and tabulation
	1.
	
	

	
	2.
	
	

	
	3.
	
	

	
	…
	
	

	Verification/ announcement of results
	1.
	
	

	
	2.
	
	

	
	3.
	
	

	
	…
	
	

	Electoral disputes adjudication
	1.
	
	

	
	2.
	
	

	
	3.
	
	

	
	…
	
	


Your comments:

SECTION III: ABOUT YOU

10. Overall, how do you rate your own knowledge of the following:

	
	Excellent
	Very good
	Good
	Adequate
	Poor

	Electoral fraud, crimes and manipulation in general?
	
	
	
	
	

	The countries/region with reference to which you have answered in general?
	
	
	
	
	

	Electoral fraud, crimes and manipulation in these countries/region?
	
	
	
	
	


11. What is your job title? 
12. How much practical experience have you in electoral administration, observation and/or electoral assistance?

___ Extensive experience

___ Considerable experience

___ Some experience

___ Very little experience

___ No experience

13. Please briefly summarize your practical experience in electoral administration, observation and/or electoral assistance: 
14. Is there anything you would like to add about your thinking on electoral fraud, crimes and manipulation?
15. Have you any comments on this questionnaire?

16. May we contact you in the future to further discuss your answers to these questions?
___ Yes
___ No

If yes, please provide your name and contact information below:
Please return this completed survey to Sarah Birch at bircsi@essex.ac.uk.
For more information on the Electoral Education and Integrity Practice Area at Creative Associates International, please contact Jeffrey Carlson, Director at JeffreyC@creativedc.com.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME!

CREATIVE ASSOCIATES INTERNATIONAL

Electoral Education and Integrity Practice Area
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