Article 20 Right to Vote and to be a Candidate to an Elective 

                 Office

                 Every citizen who fulfills the requirements of the electoral law shall have the right to

                 vote or to campaign to be elected to any office of leadership in government.

Article 30 Representation of the People

                 (1) Any Eritrean citizen, of eighteen years of age or more, shall have the right to

                 vote.

                 (2) The National Assembly shall enact an electoral law, which shall prescribe for

                 and ensure the representation and participation of the Eritrean people.

                 Article 31 Establishment and Duration of the National 

                 Assembly

                 (1) There shall be a National Assembly which shall be a supreme representative and

                 legislative body.

                 (2) The National Assembly shall be composed of representatives elected by the

                 people.

                 (3) Members of the National Assembly shall be elected by direct and secret ballot

                 by all citizens who are qualified to vote. (4) Members of the National Assembly are

                 representatives of the Eritrean peoples as a whole. In discharging their duties, they

                 are governed by the objectives and principles of the Constitution, the interest of the

                 people and the country and their conscience.

                 (5) The first session of the National Assembly shall be held within one month after a

                 general election and its term shall be five years from the date of such first session.

                 Where there exists a state of emergency which would prevent a normal general

                 election from being held, the National Assembly may, by resolution supported by

                 not less than two-thirds vote of all its members, extend the life of the National

                 Assembly for a period not exceeding six months.

                 (6) The qualifications and election of the members of the National Assembly and the

                 conditions for vacating their seats shall be determined by law.

Article 40 Qualifications to be a Candidate to the Office of the

                 President

                 Any member of the National Assembly to be elected President of Eritrea shall be a

                 citizen of Eritrea by birth.

                 Article 41 Election and Term of Office of the President

                 (1) The President shall be elected from amongst the members of the National

                 Assembly by a vote of the majority of its members. A candidate for the office of the

                 President must be nominated by at least 20 percent vote of all the members of the

                 National Assembly.

                 (2) The term of office of the President shall be five years, equal to the term of office

                 of the National Assembly that elects him.

                 (3) No person shall be elected to hold office of the President for more than two

                 terms.

                 (4) When the office of the President becomes vacant due to death or resignation of

                 the incumbent or due to the reasons enumerated in Sub-Article 6 of this Article, the

                 Chairman of the National Assembly shall assume the office of the President. The

                 Chairman shall serve as acting President for not more than thirty days, during which

                 time, the National Assembly shall elect another President to serve the remaining

                 term of his predecessor.

                 (5) The term of office of the person elected to serve as President under Sub-Article 4

                 of this Article shall not be considered as a full term for purposes of Sub-Article 3 of

                 this Article.

                 (6) The President may be removed from office by two-thirds majority vote of all

                 members of the National Assembly for the following reasons:

                 a) violation of the Constitution or grave violation of the law;

                 b) conducting himself in a manner which brings the authority or honour of the office

                 of President into ridicule, contempt and disrepute;

                 c) being incapable of performing the functions of his office by reason of physical or

                 mental incapacity.

                 (7) The procedures for the election and removal of the President from office shall be

                 determined by law.

                 Article 57 Electoral Commission

                 (1) There shall be established an Electoral Commission, operating independently ,

                 without interference, which shall, on the basis of the electoral law, ensure that free

                 and fair elections are held and manage their implementation; decide on issues

                 raised in the course of the electoral process; and formulate and implement civic

                 educational programmes relating to elections and other

                 democratic procedures.

                 (2) An Electoral Commissioner shall be appointed by the President with the approval

                 of the National Assembly.

                 (3) The detailed powers, duties and orgnisation of the Electoral Commission shall be

                 determined by law.

