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                                                     PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION

 PRESS RELEASE
Mr. Chairman

Members of the IEC

Your Excellencies, 

Members of the diplomatic & consular corps

Civil Society Colleagues 

Ladies and Gentlemen & the press

Africa in Democracy and Good Governance wishes to thank and appreciate the warm hospitality that was extended to us by the Independent Electoral Commission (IEC), the government and the people of the Gambia, and the IEC for granting us accreditation to observe the Parliamentary Election. ADG also wishes to extend our compliments and appreciation to the members of the Regional Network of Human Rights Defenders, which ADG is currently the chair, for their logistic support.

Africa in Democracy and Good Governance envisions a continent characterized by a strong and vibrant culture of human right, democracy and good governance founded on the principle of justice and equality. Open society and public participation. 

In monitoring and observing the parliamentary election ADG has the following objectives which include:

· Observe if the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) brokered by the Commonwealth is strictly adhered to by all concerned parties.

· Observe the human rights situation, especially the freedom of expression by all stakeholders, which includes media access and campaigns.

· Observe the independence, neutrality and impartiality of the Independent Electoral Commission (IEC), as regard to their slogan of Fair-play, Transparency and Integrity. 

· Observe the conduct of the election by the Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) in terms of administration, logistics and management.

· Observe the voting procedures, vote counting and the outcome of the election in order to ascertain how it impacts on the electorate and the people of The Gambia. 

· Observe the turnout and participation of The Gambian electorates, particularly the women, youth and the elderly in the election.

· Observe if under-age (minors) were allowed to register and vote. 

· Make an informed opinion on the role and participation of all key stakeholders like the IEC, political parties, security agencies, and Gambian electorate, domestic and international observers. 

· Make an informed judgment on whether or not the elections can be adjudged free, fair and transparent and whether or not the official results are a true reflection of the expressed will of the electorate. 

In order to achieve these objectives, ADG with the support of its regional network covered the seven administrative regions of the country namely: Banjul City Council, Kanifing Municipal Council, Western Division, Lower River Division, Central River Division, North Bank Division and Upper River Division.

Mr. Chairman, 

Based on our observations, we are pleased to note the following:

1. The Gambian people seem to know too well the importance and value of peace and have shown that throughout the whole period of the election which was conducted in a generally peaceful atmosphere.

2. We were impressed with the attitude and conduct of the Electoral Commission and Polling Officers at the polling stations. Were professionals, courteous, polite and friendly to voters and facilitated the process smoothly. The IEC also deployed a team of monitors that were visibly present on the streets monitoring the entire process. 

3. True to their words the IEC provided enough vehicles to convey ballot boxes, polling officers, party agents and security personnel to the counting centres which led to an earlier counting and announcements of the results.

4. There were enough voting materials and polling station manpower and equipments.   

The above notwithstanding, ADG wishes to draw the attention of the Independent Electoral Commission to a few issues that need to be addressed in subsequent elections:

1. Despite the attention of the IEC that was drawn in the last presidential election and a reminder to that during the IEC briefing prior to the parliamentary election of polling stations been located to the places of worship that would arouse religious or other sentiments that would deter some electorate from voting and thus disenfranchise them, yet we observed some of this polling stations still in places of worship.

2. Our observers also noted few cases of minors voting. 

3. Low voter’s turnout.  

We wish to commend the IEC for the timely release of the official results, which was free and fair and also reflects the expressed will and choice of the people and a victory for democracy in the Gambia.

ADG also wishes to congratulate all the candidates, the leadership of the political parties and their supporters who have indeed exhibit a sense of matured democracy, and appeal for the continuation of the peaceful atmosphere under which the election was conducted. We shall remain engaged in support of the democratic process in The Gambia and wishes all Gambians well. 

I thank you all for your kind attention.

                                                         Edwin Nebolisa NWAKAEME

Director of Programs and Head of Delegation

…Committed to Excellent Leadership/Women Empowerment


Motto: Justice and Equality





      January 27, 2007




















