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PREPARATIONS FOR THE PARLIAMENTARY AND SENATORIAL ELECTIONS 29th SEPTEMBER TO 2nd NOVEMBER 2003 

	 
	1. REMINDER:

1.1 Election of members of the chamber of deputies


The chamber of deputies will be composed of 80 members including:

a) 53 members who originate from political organizations or standing as independent candidates elected by universal suffrage in a secret ballot using a closed list and based on proportional representation.

b) 24 women, that is to say, 2 from each province and the city of Kigali elected by the organs referred in Article 76 of the Constitution. Where the first candidates who have equal votes are more than two (2) or if the second candidates have equal votes, the ballots are recounted, the voting is repeated for only those candidates with an equal number of votes. If there is no winner after the second ballot, the winner is chosen by drawing lots.

c) 2 members elected by the National youth council in secret ballot and on a majority basis. Where the first candidates who have equal votes are more than two (2) or if the second candidates have equal votes, ballot counting shall be repeated. If the votes of the candidates are still equal after recounting, the voting is repeated for only those candidates with an equal number of votes. If there is no winner after the second ballot, the winner is chosen by drawing lots;

d) One (1) member elected by the Federation of the associations of the disabled in one ballot and on a majority basis. If the first candidates have equal number of votes, ballot counting shall be repeated. If the ballots of the candidates are still equal after recounting, the voting is repeated for those candidates with an equal number of votes. If there is no winner after the second ballot, the winner is chosen by drawing lots.

All candidates must be granted equal opportunity.
With regard of the provisions of those last three indirect elections, the quorum of the electoral college is at least 2/3 of the members.

In the event of failure to get the required forum, the elections are postponed and held within a period not exceeding five (5) days.
If the 2/3 quorum is not available on the second attempt, the elections is carried out by those who are present.

1.2 Election Of Members Of The Senate

The senate is composed of twenty-six (26) members in addition to former Heads of State who request for membership.

Members of the senate are elected or nominated according to Articles 82 and 83 of the constitution. Their term of office is 8 years non renewable. 

Senators are elected through a secret ballot by an electoral college composed of Executive Committees of Sectors, and District, Municipality, Town councils of each Provinces and the City of Kigali. (12 elus).
Senators elected from public and private universities and other institutions of higher learning are elected by their peers by a secret ballot (2 elus).

Candidates for senate elected by provinces and the city of Kigali and public and private universities and institutions of higher learning are elected on a simple majority basis for a single member in a two round ballot. The election is carried out in one round if one of the candidates obtains the simple majority of votes.

The quorum of the electoral college is at least ¾ of its members.
In the event of failure to get a quorum, the elections are postponed and held within a period not exceeding five (5) days. If the quorum is not available on the second attempt, the election is decided on the basis of the majority of the members present. 


2. PARIAMENTARY AND SENATORIAL ELECTIONS SCHEDULE

• On Monday, 29 September 2003 Deputies representing the youth and the deputy representing the disabled shall be elected by members of the National Youth Council and members of the disabled corporate Body, respectively.
• On Tuesday, 30 September 2003, throughout the country, Deputies either as members of political organizations or as independent candidates shall be elected by Universal direct suffrage
• On Thursday, 2 October 2003, shall be elected the two women’s representatives by members of Districts, Town and Kigali City Council jointly with members of Women’s Executive Committees at each province, Kigali City, District, Town and Sector level. On the same day, at each province and Kigali City headquarters shall be elected one senator by members of the sector Executive Committee jointly with Members of Council at the Districts, Towns and Kigali City level.
• On the same day of 02 October 2003, in the Kigali City shall be elected Senators from the Teaching Staff in both Public and Private Universities and Higher Learning Institutions by Teaching and Research staff there in at a polling station to be specified by the National Electoral Commission fifteen (15) days before election day.



3. ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT BY THE NATIONAL ELECTORAL
COMMISSION IN VIEW OF THE LEGISLATIVE AND SENATORIAL 
ELECTIONS

Reception and Approval of the list of candidates .

• Four lists from the following political parties were accepted:

FPR (Which created a coalition with PDC, PDI, PSR and UDPR) presents 53 candidates.

PL – 49 Candidates

PSD – 43 candidates

PPC – 43 candidates

• For the women candidates

- 72 candidates ( to be elected at the provincial levels) have been accepted

• For the disabled

- 6 candidates at the national level

• For the youth

- 7 candidates at the national level

• Independent candidates

- 16 candidates at the national level

Up date of the electoral list

Number of votes registered for the 30th of September 2003 elections: 3.958.041 votes including 11.957 Rwandans from the diaspora.


Electoral college for the indirect suffrage :
38.751 voters registered in the following structures:

- National Youth Council : 165
- Association of handicapped : 101
- Women NGO’s structures : 20.126
- Electoral College for member of Senate to be elected at the level of provinces /Kigali City : 17.883
- Electoral College for the members of Senate representing higher Educational Research Centers and Universities : 476


Assessment of the organization of the presidential election

Seminars and assessment meetings on the organization of the presidential election were held on the 4th September 2003 at the national level and on the 8th of September 2003 at the level of all the provinces of the country. The purpose of those meetings was to draw some short-term recommendations for a good organization of the legislative and senatorial elections.

International Observers Recommendations

A thorough analysis of the recommendations of observers was carried out by the National Electoral Commission and a synthesis of recommendations was made so that they are taken into account in the organization of the upcoming elections. IFES and European Union reports were the two documents analyzed by the National Electoral Commission. The National Electoral Commission has already taken into account the following recommendations :

- The use of rigid ink to mark the fingers of those casting ballots as an additional safeguard against multiple voting and spoilt ballot papers;
- Revision of the forms for the consolidation of results at the level of each polling station ;
- Putting in place procedures to ensure that the consolidation process is transparent and accessible ;
- Issuing clear guidelines to officials concerning the period of 3 : 00 pm - 4 : 00 pm on election day ;
- Developing posters which show examples of both valid and spoiled ballots to aid the officials during the counting process to determine whether or not marks on the ballot indicate the clear intent of the voter.

Meeting Between The National Electoral Commission And The Heads Of Provincial Electoral Commissions.

All the presidents of the provincial electoral commissions were invited by the National Electoral Commission to take part on the 4th of September to a meeting related to the preparation of legislative and senatorial elections.
During that meeting, an update was made on the technical, material and financial needs of the different provincial commissions for a good organization of upcoming elections.


Instructions Related To Voting Procedures

The National Electoral Commission has prepared so far a few instructions related to electoral procedures in view of the parliamentary elections.

Instruction 1 : the first instruction is related to the presentation of the ballot paper. It also gives details about the preparation of the list of the electoral college concerning the election of women candidates, youth candidates, disabled and senate candidates).

Instruction 2 : a second instruction mentions that the youth, women and disabled structures that will elect the candidates must send to the electoral Commission a list of persons chosen by their structures to elect the deputies of their different entities.
A form to list those persons have been sent by the National Electoral Commission to the presidents of the provincial electoral commission branches. The exercise is almost complete

Instruction 3 : another instruction reminds candidates that they are free to conduct their campaign according to electoral law procedures.

Instruction 4 : a fourth instruction has also been issued regarding the election of political parties candidates and independent candidates. This instruction specifies that the voter must put his fingerprint in front of the symbol of the candidate of his choice. If a voter puts his fingerprint in between two different symbols then his vote will be invalid.

Instruction 5 : specifies that the president of a voting center will designate 4 persons among the voters in each polling station for the counting of votes. Each of the 4 designated persons will count the votes of 4 candidates per polling station.

Instruction 6 : is related to the beginning of the voting operation in a polling site. It is reminded that concerning the elections of women, youth and disabled, the voting begins when 2/3 of the electoral college is present.
As for the senators, the operations begin when ¾ of the electoral college is present.

Instruction 7 : is related to the location of polling centers.
It is reminded here that there will be one polling center per province for the elections of women.

Meeting Between The National Electoral Commission And The Forum Of Political Parties

Meetings are regularly held between the National Electoral Commission and the political parties representatives to discus and exchange on the ongoing electoral process.

Meeting Between The National Electoral Commission And Political Parties Candidates

A meeting between the National Electoral Commission and political parties candidates was held on the 4th of September. During that meeting the National Electoral Commission has given details to the candidates about their conduct during the electoral campaign.


Meeting Between The National Electoral Commission And Women, Youth, Senate And Independent Candidates

Two Meetings were held on the 4th of September. The first meeting was held between the National electoral Commission and independent candidates. The second one between the women, youth and disabled candidates. All those meetings were convened by the National Electoral Commission to inform the candidates about the instructions put in place concerning their campaign conduct.

Meetings With The Media

In order to give an update on the on-going electoral process, the National electoral Commission has decided to meet the press (national and international) on a regular basis so that the national and international community are regularly informed on the ongoing process.

Civic and Voter Education

The National Electoral Commission has put in place a large program of sensibilisation of voters regarding the importance of the coming legislative and senatorial elections. In this regard the media (TV and Radio) is largely used. This program was started at the beginning of September and will continue until the 2nd of October It will take place in each province of the country.

Follow Up Of The Campaign

As during the presidential elections, the commissioners of the National Electoral Commission have gone back on the 6th of September (beginning of the campaign) to their different provinces to supervise the electoral campaign, according to the electoral law.

Voter Education

An intensive voter education program has been put in place by the Electoral Commission. In this regard, the electoral agents of the different provinces of the country received on the 9th and 10th of September 2003 a training that will allow them to educate the population regarding voting procedures.
This program was started on the 15th of September 2003 in all provinces and districts of the country. During these training sessions the electoral law as well as the National Electoral Commission’s instructions are explained to the audience and a motel of the ballot paper presented, etc..)

Training Of Electoral Agents

A series of training seminars are planned for the upcoming elections.
48.000 agents from provincial level to voting stations (the majority of these agents (47.322) are volunteers will be trained during the training sessions.

Training Programs

From the 9th to the 11th of September

In all provinces and districts of the country

From the 18th to the 20th of September

In all districts of the country

From the 25th to the 26th of September

Voting procedures simulations in all districts of the country

The 24th of September

Training in all districts of the country of the members of electoral colleges (Voting procedures)

From the 15th to the 28th of September

Voter Education and information of voters

Deployment of Electoral Agents

Total number of electoral Agents : 48.579
- At the level of Provinces : 57
- At the level of District/ Towns “ 668
- Presidents of Polling sites : 1.862
- Assessors : 45.992

Electoral Material

Ballot boxes :

The National Electoral Commission is going to use the same ballot boxes than the presidential elections. Some of them will have to be repaired and will be ready by the end of this week. The National Electoral Commission will also have to order more ballot boxes because the form of ballot papers this time are quite long so they are likely to take less ballot papers.

The repairing of the ballot boxes and confection will be done in the different provinces to gain time.

Ballot papers :

The National Electoral Commission had a problem of design. The are 24 independent and list of candidates from political parties and the National Electoral Commission wanted to have a ballot paper that would be practical and simple. The National Electoral Commission had to order 4.500.000 ballot papers. In Rwanda, locally the National Electoral Commission couldn’t find a printer that could do it within 20 days. So the National Electoral Commission has ordered the ballot papers from South Africa. A mission of the National Electoral Commission went there on this matter. By the 21st of September, National Electoral Commission expects the delivery of those ballot papers in time to dispatch them throughout the country. 



Rigid ink :

Because of the nature of ballot papers, rigid ink which dries up immediately will be used. It has been ordered from South Africa and will be delivered on the 18th of September.

Electoral Documents

National Electoral Commission has elaborated different documents related to the different elections (Tabulation sheets, etc..).
Draft of those documents is over and will be sent to printers.

International Observers

- So far the National Electoral Commission has accredited 19 long term observers from the European Union who have already been deployed throughout the country. National Electoral Commission is expecting to accredit much more EU short term observers just before election day.

- IFES has also notified the National Electoral Commission that it will send soon its list of observers, likely next week. National Electoral Commission is waiting for the list.
- Ethiopia has asked for the accreditation of 2 observers
- The National Electoral Commission of Uganda is also planning to send 3 observers
- Some embassies in Kigali are also in touch with the National Electoral Commission concerning observers accreditation issues.


The National Electoral Commission is planning to give accreditation to 1.671 Observers ( 1504 National Observers and 167 International Observers). 
The Observers will have free access to all polling stations and rooms. The International Observers will also be able to be accompanied by their interpreters as long as the presence of the latter does not disturb the electoral process. 


National Observers

The National Electoral Commission has asked the different national NGO’s which have deployed observers during the presidential election (POER, Forum des partis Politiques, etc..) to carefully revise the lists of observers they will submit to the commission so as to avoid giving accreditation to candidates of representatives of candidates.
In fact, the National Electoral Commission has noted that many of the previous national observers are now candidates in the upcoming elections, particularly former observers from POER and the Forum des Partis politiques, or the Commission of Unity and Reconciliation.
The National Electoral Commission has asked them to submit their revised lists of observers by the 15th of September at the latest so that last minute accreditations are avoided.



Electoral Campaign

Independent Candidates

So far everything is going on quite smoothly. We simply observe that independent candidates are not holding public meetings but are nevertheless occupying their TV and Radio airtime allocated to them by the High Council of the Press. We also noticed that they distribute here and there their pictures and other symbols so that people recognize them on election day on the ballot paper.

The National Electoral Commission held a meeting with them last Thursday.

Women Candidates

The women candidates have decided to organize themselves in each province. They tour all together in the different districts. The reason is that by touring together they do not have to call individually the electoral college which will be too much for that college. So during their meeting with an electoral college in a district, each one of the candidates is allocated time to expose her program to the college.

Youth

As for the youth, they have started on the 15th of September to elect, in all provinces prefectures of the country, their delegates at the levels of cells, sectors, districts, provinces and Kigali City and also at the national level in view of putting in place the national youth electoral college.
They have also decided to hold a congress from the 22nd to the 29th of September during which the candidates will be able to present their programs to the participants.

The National Electoral Commission will register the participants on that day so that it can establish an electoral list.

Political Parties Candidates

They are continuing to conduct their electoral campaign according to the electoral law.

 

	 
	 


  

