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THE SUBSDIARY LAWS OF BELIZE

_CHAPTER 88

VILLAGE COUNCILS(ELECTIONS) REGULATIONS

(Section 35)
[12th July, 2003.]
1 These Regulationsmaybe cited asthe

VILLAGE COUNCILS(ELECTIONS)
REGULATIONS.

2 Inthese Regulations, “Ministry” meansthe Ministry responsiblefor
locd governmertt.

3 Subject to the provisonsof the Village CouncilsAct, dl village council
and community council electionsshall be conducted in accordancewith the
procedure set out in the First Scheduleto these Regulations.

4, These Regulations shall apply to al village council and community
council dectionsheld under the Village CouncilsAct.

5. These Regulationsshdl comeintoforceonthe 14th day of July, 2003.

MADE by the Elections and Boundaries Commission, after
conaultation withtheNationd Associationof Village Councils, this 1t day of
July, 2003.

(KARL H.MENZIES)
Chairman
Elections and Boundaries Commission
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FIRST SCHEDULE
[Regulation 2]

1 D Subject to paragraph (2) below, al village council and
community council dectionsshal be conducted by the Minigtry.

) TheMinigtry shdl conduct and supervisedl village council and
community council dectionssaveand except for thosevillageswithandectorate
of seven hundred (700) or voterswhose e ections shall be supervised only by
the El ectionsand BoundariesCommission.

2 @) Any person shdl be dligibleto be dected as Chairperson or a
member of acouncil who:-

@ isacitizen of Belize; and

(b)  has ordinarily resided in the village or the
community (asthe case may be) for at |east one
year immediately preceding the date of thedection;
and

(© isat least eighteen yearsold.

) A person shdl bedisqudified from being the Chairpersonor a
member of acouncil if found to be of unsound mind under any law inforcein
Bdize
3 @) Inorder to voteat an eection, aperson shal

@ be acitizen or apermanent resident of Belize; and
be at |east eighteen years of age; and

(b) have ordinarily resided in the village or the

community concerned (asthe case may be) for at
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least two monthsimmediately preceding the date
of the election; and

(© be of sound mind; and

(d) produce some means of identification, such asa
Voter'sID card, driver’ slicence, birth certificate,
social security card, or any other form of
identification approved by the Ministry.

2 TheHectionsand BoundariesCommisson shdl mekeavailaile
totheMinistry thelist of dectorsfor those villageswith an electorate of seven
hundred (700) or more votersto be used asaguide only for voting purposes.

Election day 4. @ TheMinigtry shdl appoint an eection day and timefor each
and publicity village and community council at least seven days before the date set for the
regarding election, and different election daysmay beappointed for different villages
' and communities
%) After the date and timefor avillage or community council
€l ection has been appointed by the Ministry pursuant to sub-paragraph (1)
above, it shdl causethe sameto be properly advertised by:
@ regular radio announcements;
(b) placing notices strategically in the village or the
community, e.g., at grocery shops, bars, etc.;
(© requesting thelocal Pastor to announceit inthe
Church;
(d) requesting the assistance of teachers;
(® house-to-house visits; or
THE SUBSDIARY LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2003
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(M any other appropriate means.
5. @) TheMinistry shall appoint an Election Clerk for each village

and community council dection, and such other supporting Saff only fromthe
Minigtry (including scrutineersand recorders) asmay be conddered necessary.

2 TheMinistry shal gppoint such number of Supervisors, asit
may consider necessary to supervise the conduct of eections.

3 All dection gaff induding Election Clerksand Supervisorsshdl
beappointed only fromtheMinigtry.

6. Ontheday of an election, the Election Clerk shall ensure that the
fallowing materid isavailablea the polling station:

€)) black-board(s),

(b)  chalk/dusters,

© SCrap paper,

(d)  penspencils,

® chairsand tables,

(f) any other material asmay be necessary.
7. At every election, the electors shall elect aperson as Chairperson of
the council and Sx other personsas memberswho shdl together formthevillage
council or the community council, asthe casemay be.
8 @ Onthe day of the eection, at such time as maybe prescribed
by the Ministry, the Election Clerk shal be present at the polling station and
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Voting.

shall explainthedection rulesto dl persons present at the polling station.

) TheElection Clerk shdl then invitenominationsof candidates
fromthefloor, firg for the Chairperson and then for themembersof the coundil.

3 Every candidate shall be nominated by an digible eector and
seconded by asecond igibleelector.

4 A person who isnominated must acoept hisnomination before
hisnameis placed on the blackboard.

©) After the nominationsfor the Chairperson have been closed,
the names of the nominated candidateswill be placed on the blackboardinthe
order inwhich they were nominated with the relevant number placed beside
their names (e.g., if John Jonesis nominated first, hisnamewill be placed on
theblackboard with the number ‘one' besideit).

©) TheElection Clerk shdl theninvite nominationsfor members
of the council and the same processwill be repested asfor nominationsfor the
Chairperson. The names of nominated candidates will be placed on the
blackboard inthe order inwhich they were nominated with therd evant number
placed besdether names.

U No person shall be accepted asacandidatein absentia unless
he or she has sent awritten acceptanceto the Election Clerk.

0. ) After the nominations have been dased, vating will take place
in the manner herein prescribed.

¥ Thenameof each voter will be cdled and hewill begiven two
dipsof blank paper bearing the stlamp of the Ministry, onefor theelection of
the Chairperson and the other for the e ection of members.

3 On onedip of paper, thevoter will placethe number or name
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of one person out of the nominated candidatesfor e ection as Chairperson. On
the second dip of paper, thevoter will place the number of names of Sxpersons
out of nominated candidatesfor e ection asmembers.

@) A voter will be entitled to vote only for one candidate for
election as Chairperson and only for Sx candidatesfor e ection asmembers. A
votewill be considered asspoiltif avoter votesfor more than one candidate
for election as Chairperson or for more than six candidatesfor election as
members

6) After marking thetwo dipsof papers, thevoter will fold them
and drop the samein the repective box in the presence of the Election Clerk.
Therewill betwo boxes onefor the el ection of the Chairperson and the other
for thedection of members.

6) Those voterswho arevisualy or otherwiseimpaired and are
unableto mark their paperson their own will be assisted by the Election Clerk
and hisstaff. TheElection Clerk (or hisstaff) will first read out thenamesof the
nominated candidatesto the voter and then ask the voter to indicate the names
of thecandidatesof hischoice. Theofficia asssting thevoter will then mark
the papersin accordancewith theinstructions of thevoter.

@) Thevotingwill close at such timeasmay befixed for each
village or community by the Ministry having regard to the number of votersat
suchvillageor community, except that those persons areedy inthe queue will
be dlowed to cadt their votes even after the closing time.

) No voter will bealowed to vote by proxy.

100 (O After thepoll hasclosed, the counting of voteswill takeplace  Counting.
asherein prescribed.

) TheElection Clerk shdl count thevotesdowly andinanaudible
voice so asto givethe recorder sufficient timeto record the votes.
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Result of
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&) The Election Clerk will request the scrutineersto pay keen
atention to the counting process. He shdl hold up each paper until itisproperly
recorded before putting it aside.

4 The Election Clerk will have his back turned towardsthe
blackboard when counting the votes.

(6] All spailt voteswill be kept separately and will not be counted.

1. The candidate receiving the highest number of votesfor the
eection of the Chairperson will be declared el ected asthe Chairperson of the
coundil.

2 Thesix candidates receiving the highest number of votesfor
the election of membersshdl be declared d ected as members of the Council.

€) Inthe event of atiefor the Chairperson or for the sixth place
asamember, the matter will beresolved by thetossof acoin.

12.  Withintwodaysof the concdusion of each dection, the Election Clerk
shdll send areport to the Ministry with acopy to the Electionsand Boundaries
Commissonintheform set out inthe Second Scheduleto these Regulations.

13.  Any complaintsabout the conduct or result of theelectionsshall be
referred to the El ections and Boundaries Commission whose decison thereon
shdl befind.

14. A contravention of any of these Regulationsmay be declared tobean

of Regulations. j|legadl practice and any person committing or taking partinthe commission of
suchillegd practiceshd| belidbleon summeary convictionto afinenot exceeding
threethousand dollars or toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding two years,
or to both such fine and imprisonment.
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SECOND SCHEDULE
REPORT ON VILLAGE/COMMUNITY COUNCIL ELECTION

Nameof Village/lcommunity Didtrict
Date of election

Tota number of
Timeof dection votes cast

Tota number of
Venueof eection spailt votes
Election Clerk Scrutineers
Supervisor (if any) Q)
Recorder @)

©)
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NOMINATIONS FOR CHAIRPERSON

NOMINEES NOMINATED BY | SECONDED BY
1
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11
12.
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NOMINATIONS FOR MEMBERS

NOMINEES NOMINATED BY | SECONDED BY
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ELECTEDOFFICERS

NO. OF VOTES

NAME POSITION OBTAINED

CHAIRPERSON

MEMBER

MEMBER

MEMBER

MEMBER

MEMBER

il 2 L BE I A

MEMBER

CERTIFICATE IN CONNECTION
WITH CONDUCT OF ELECTION

l, the Election Clerk for the above
village/community hereby certify that the e ection was conducted fairly andin
accordance with therules, and that the aboveisthetrueresult of the eection.

Election Clerk Date
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