Decree
of the
President of the Trangtional I lamic State of Afghanistan

on the
The Adoption of Electoral Law

Number: (28)
Date 27/05/2004

Artide 1.

This Electoral Law containing (11) chepters and (62) articles and approved by the Council of
Minigers through decison number 10 on 12 May 2004, is hereby Sgned.

Artide 2.

This decree dhall come into force from the date of its sgnaure and shdl be published together
withthe Law in the Official Gazette.

Hamed K arzai
President of the Transitional Idamic State of Afghanistan
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In the Name of God , Mo Merciful, Mog Compass onate

The Electoral L aw

Chapter |
General Provisions

Article 1.
This law is issued pursuant to Articles 33, clause (1) and 159 of the Conditution of Afghanigan
to regulate dectora affarsin the country.

Typeof Election:
Article 2.
Elections shall be conducted on the bagsof free, secret, universal, and direct ballots

ThePrinciple of Equality in Election:
Article 3.
All voters shall have equal right of participation in the elections

TheUseof Voting Rights:
Artide 4.
A voter hasright to asngle vote, and can only vote on his own behalf.

Respect for the Principle of Free Will:

Articleb.

Voters participate in the dections on the bads of their free will. Impogtion of any kind of direct
or indirect redriction on voters and/or candidates on the bass of language, ethnic, gender, triba,
geographic, religious or socia gatusis prohibited.

Cooperation from Relevant Ingitutionsand individuals:

Articde®6.

All government inditutions, social organizations, and relevant persons shall cooperate with and
implement the decisons of the Independent Electora Commisson made within the scope of its
authority.

Chapter Il
Electoral Administration
Independent Electoral Commission:
Article 7.
The process of election ismanaged by the Independent Electora Commission (IEC).

Electoral Staff:

Article8

The IEC Secretariat shall appoint electora officials at country, provincia, and didrict level for
conducting a free and fair eection in accordance with the guidance issued by IEC.



Impartiality and Declaration of Secrecy:

Article9.

(1) Electord officids shdl perform their functions in a neutral and impartial manner and sl
not, in the performance of their duties seek or receive indructions from any governmental
and non-governmental authority/office, apart from the Director of Independent Electoral
Commisson Secretariat.

(2) Prior to ther employment, electoral officia <hal formally undertake to uphold the
confidentiality of polling and the tallying of votesin a manner edablished by the IEC.

Disgualification from Acting asElection Official:

Article 10

(1) No person holding a podtion in a political party or nominated as a candidate for eection
shall be digible for or be appointed to carry out the duties of an election official.

(2) Any officid appointed to carry out any of the duties of an electord officid shdl be indigible
for nomination as a candidate for election while he or she continues to hold such
appointment.

(3) Father, grandfather, up to three gererdion grandsons mother, grandmather, brother, sster,
gouse, aunt, uncle, father inlaw and mother in-law of the candidate shdl not be digible for
or be gppointed to carry out duties of an dection officia in related condituencies.

(4) No person found electora and/or regidration offender during registration and election, shall
be digiblefor or be appointed to carry out the duties of an election officid.

Chapter 111
Congituencies

Determination of Electoral Boundaries:

Article 11.

For the purposes of eecting members of the Woles Jirga, provincid councils and didrict
coundls didrict and provincid electorad boundaries are dedgnated and announced by the
Presdent inadecreeno later than (120) days prior to the election.

Electoral Boundary Dispute:

Artide 12.

(1) Disputes arising over the right to be registered or to vote, to be a candidate, or the counting
and awarding of voteswill be investigated by IEC and Election Officias

(2) Disputes relating dependency of a village, didrict and a province due to condituences
boundaries determination will be invedigated by the Ministry of Interior and the decison will be
mede on the bases of technical criteria and received information. The IEC will be informed of the
decigon and the taken actions as soon aspossible.

(3) Disputesrelated to eectora boundaries can be raised up to (110) days prior to the eections.



Chapter IV
Electorsand Candidates

Qualification for Electorsand Candidates:
Artide 13
1- Electorsqudification
Every Afghan who meets the following conditions can vote in presdentid, parliamentary, and
provincia and didrict assembly elections

1. Hascompleted eighteen years of age at the time of the election;

2. HasAfghan citizendhip at the time of regidration;

3. Isnot deprived of any political and civil rightsby an authoritative court

4. Isregigered inthe votersregistration lig.

2- Candidates qudlifications

1. Each qudified Afghan can candidate himsalf or herself for presdential, parliamentary,
provincial, and digrict councils elections.

2. Chief Judice, members of the Supreme Court and Attorney General cannot candidate
themselvesfor presdential, parliamentary, provincial and digrict council €lections, while in duty.
3. Officialsof armed forces (Minigriesof Nationd Defense and Interior Affairsand Genera
Department of National Security) whilein duty, cannot candidate themselves for presdential,
parliamentary, provincial and didrict cound! eections, unlessthey have resgned from their
indtitutions (75) daysbefore the holding of dections

4. Judges, atorneysand civil servantswho want to candidate themsalvesfor the presdent’ spost
or for parliamentary, provincid and digrict coundls shdl resign (75) daysbefore the holding of
elections

5. If the candidatesin clause (4) of this sub-article are not dected, the consequences of
resgnation will not gpply to them, if they return up to 20 daysafter the eections; they can
continueto work in their previousjobs However, the electord time periods the period between
the end of the dections and return within 20 days, will be counted astheir annud leave.

L ocation of Voting:

Article 14

(1) Electors shdl cag their votes in the place where their names are regigered in the voter
regidrationlig.

(2) The Independent Electoral Commisson may exceptionaly provide facilities for nomadic
population, refugees and internally displaced persons, armed forces IEC officials on duty and
civil servants

Voter Identification:

Article 15

1. Voters shal present their voter registration card for verification of ther identification prior to
beingisued a ballot.

2. The Independent Electorda Commisson may exceptiondly provide necessary facilities for
Afghan refugeesin Iran and Pakigan.



Chapter V
Candidacy and Election of the President
CandidateEligibility:
Article 16
(1) Persons who fulfill the condition of digibility edablished in Artide 62 of the
Condtitution can candidate themselves for the presdent pod. The presdential candidate
shdl announce the names of two vice presidents to the nation a the time of candidacy
sImultaneoudy.
(2) Preddential candidates must present the copies of voter’s regidration cards according to
article (44) of thislaw, and pay thefees

(8) Candidates shal nat:

a) Pursue objectives that are opposed to the principles of the holy religion of
Islam and the word and spirit of the Congtitution.

b) Useforce, or threaten with, or propagate the use of, force;

c) Inciteethnic, linguistic, regiond or religioustenson and discrimination;

d) Create rea danger to the rights or freedoms of individuds or intentionaly
disrupt public order and security;

e) Havenonofficial military forcesor be part of them;

f) Receivefunds from foreign sources

g) Receivefundsfrominterna illegal sources

(4) The Independent Electora Commisson shdl verify and approve the digibility of the
candidates.

Election of the Presdent:

Article 17

(1) The Preddent is eected, in accordance with aticle 61 of the Conditution and this law, by a
majority of the valid votes of voterscad in an election.

(2) If no candidate wins more than 50% of the valid cast votes in the election, a runoff election
dhal be held between the two mods-voted candidates within 2 weeks after the announcement
of the dection reallts. The candidate receiving the mog valid cast votes in the runoff election
ghall be declared elected.

(3) The mogt voted candidate in accordance with Article (160) of the Conditution shal assume
his dutiesthirty daysafter the result of the election has been proclaimed.

(4) In case of death of one of the candidates during the firs or second round of polling or after
eections and before announcement of the reaults, then new eections will be hdd according to
the provisonsof law.

Chapter VI
Parliamentary Elections

Part | Woles Jirga
Number of Seats
Article 18. There gsal be 249 sts in the Woles Jirga alocated among the provinces in
proportion to their population.



Allocation of Provincial Seats:
Article 19.
(1) At leag 90 days prior to each eection, the Centrd Statisic Office will provide the officia
population figuresor estimatesfor each province to the IEC.
(2) ThelEC gl alocate s=ats among the provincesasfollows:
a The total population of the provinces to be dlocated seats is divided by the number of
Seats to be allocated (249) to obtain the seat all ocation quota.
b. The population of each province is divided by the sat alocation quota The reault
shdl be the number of seatsdlocated to each province.

If the result of these calculations leads to any provinces initially being alocated less than
two seats those provinces shoud be dlocated two seats The seats which are not
dlocated by this method, their dlocation will be done according to their large decimal
remainders.

c. The procedures and mathematical formuas for making the caculaions in a and b
shall be published in regulationsby the IEC.

Candidates
Artide 20.
(1) Candidates can nominate themselvesin each condituency (provinceor didrict) .
(2) Candidatesshdl not:
a) Pursue objectives that are opposed to the principles of the holy reigion of
Islam and the word and irit of the Condtitution;
b) Useforce, or threaten with, or propagate the use of, force;
c) Inciteethnic, linguistic, regiond or religioustensgon and discrimination;
d) Create a real danger to the rights or freedoms of individuds or intentiondly
digrupt public order and security;
e) Havenonofficia military forcesor be part of them;
f) Recevefundsfrom foreign sources
g) Receivefundsfrominterna illegal sources
(3) Candidates mud pay fees and present the copies of voter regidraion cards according to
aticle (44) of thislaw.
(4) Politica parties registered may nominate a number of candidates in each province up to 100%
of the seatsto befilled in that province.

Candidate Eligibility:

Article21

(1) The Independent Electord Commisson shdl verify that candidates to the Woles Jirga fulfill
the conditionsof digibility esablished in Article 85 of the Conditution and in thislaw.

(2) Candidates shdl not be dligible to gand for election in more than one congtituency.

(3) Political party candidates who are found indligible by the IEC may be replaced by their
political partiesat any time up to the nomination deadline.



Awarding of Provincial Seatsto Candidates:

Artice 22

(1) Subject to the provisonsof sub article 2 inarticle 19 of thislaw, provincial seatsare awarded

to candidates according to the number of votes obtained.

(2) Themod voted candidateswill be awarded seetsin each province.

(3) No candidate shall be allocated more than one seeat.

(4) If acandidate isnot ableto take higher seat, or if such candidate abandonsthat seat during
the Woles Jirgaterm for any reason, the seat will belong to the next mogt voted candidate of
the same gender.

Allocation of Seatsto Female Candidates:

Article 23

(1) The IEC will =t procedures and a formua, based on the population of each provinces for
defining a minimum number of female candidates that will be dected in each province in
order to meet the requirement of aticle 83 of the Conditution by which the number of femde
candidatesmugt be at least twice the number of exigting provinces

(2) The mogt voted femae candidates in each condituency will be allocated seats in accordance
with the formua in sub-paragraph (1). After the quota requirements have been met the
remaning seatswill be allocated in accordance with article 22 of thislaw.

(3) In the provinces in which there is only two seats dlocated one seat will be awvarded to the
most voted femde candidate. The remaining seat will be avarded to the mogt voted candidate
regardlessof higher gender.

Part I
M eshrano Jirga

Composition of the M eshrano Jirga:

Article 24

The number of Meshrano Jirga members dhal be thrice the number of exiding provinces One
third of them will be gppointed by provincial councils, one third of them by didrict councils and
the remaining one third by the presdert.

Election of Provincial Representatives:

Article 25.

(1) Within 15 days after its indallation, each provincial coundl will in a secret election elect one
of itsmembersto a seat in the Meshrano Jirgafor a period of four years

(2) The dection will be presded over by the coundl chairman, if that person is not a candidate
for dection to the Meshrano Jirga If the charman is a candidate, the deputy chairman will
preside over the eection. If the deputy chairman is dso a candidate, the edest member who is
not a candidate shall preside over thisdection.

(3) Election is by absolute mgjority among the councl members presert. If no candidate receives
more than haf the votes in the first round, run-offs must be conducted between the candidates
with thetwo highest vote totals until one member receivesa mgjority of the votes

(4) If the dected member of the Meshrano Jirga abandons the seat prior to the end of the term,
according to clause (3) of this Article, a new Member shdl be eected in the same way from
among the current members of the provincia council for the remander of the term.



Election of Digtrict Councils Representativesfor M eshrano Jirga:

Article 26.

(1) Within 5 days of the ingdlation of the digrict councils the IEC dhall provide each provincia
council with a lig of the individuals elected to the didrict councils in their regective
province. The members of the didrict councils in each province shall eect one from among
their membersto seat in the Meshrano Jirgafor athree-year period.

(2) The chairman of the provincial council is repongble for convening members of the digrict
councils in the province for an eection within 15 days of the indallation of the didrict
councils The meeting shall take place a a venue which is as accessble as possble for all
members of the didrict councilsin the province.

(3) At leag two third of the members of the didrict councils mug participate for the election to
be vdid.

(4) Election is by absolute mgjority among the coundl members present. If no candidate receives
more than hdf the votes run-offs mug be conducted between the two candidates with the
highegt vote totalsin the first round until one member receivesa mgjority of the votes

(5) If the dected member of the district councils for Meshrano Jirga abandons the seat prior to
the end of the term, a new Member shdll be eected according to the aub-article (4) of this
article from among the current members of the digtrict councilsfor the remainder of the term.

(6) The IEC gnal confirm, according to Artice 85 of the Conditution, the digibility of
individuals elected by didrict and provincia councils If it is proven that according to Article
85 of the Conditution a candidate is not eligible, the IEC will ak the respective didrict and
provinda councilsto dect another member.

Appointment of IndividualstotheMeshrano Jirga:

Artide 27.

(1) Within two weeks &fter the preddentia inauguration, the President shdl invite civic
organisations, political parties and the public to nominate individuals to be appointed to the
Meshrano Jirga in accordance with Article 84 (3) of the Conditution. The nomination period
ghall remain openfor one week.

(2) No more than seven days following the close of nominations the Office of the President shall
forward to the IEC nomination papers in conformity with clause (1) of this aticle for those
individuasit intendsto appoirt.

(3) The IEC shdl verify the eigibility of those individuals according to dause (2) of this Article
and shdl advise the Office of the President no later than seven days following receipt of the
nominations

(4) Within two weeks of the dose of nominations, the President shall announce gppointments to
the Meshrano Jirga in accordance with Article 84 (3) of the Conditution.



Chapter VII
Provincial and District Elections

Part |
Election of the Provincial Council M embers
Provincial Councils:
Articde 28.
There gl be a provincia council in every province eected through free, secret, universal, and
direct eectionsby the vaters of the province.

Compostion:

Article 29

(1) The number of members of each provincial council will be determined according to
population in the foll owing manrer:
- Provinceswith lessthan 500,000 inhabitants: 9 members

Provinceswith 500,000-1000,000 inhabitants 15 members

Provinceswith more than 1,000,000- 2,000,000 inhabitants; 19 members

Provinceswith more than 2,000,000-3,000,000 inhabitants 23 members

- Province with more than 3,000,000 inhabitants 29 members

(2) Official population figures or esimates of each province will be prepared and provided to the
IEC at least 90 days before the election date by Central Statidtic Office.

Candidates
Artide 30.

(1) Candidates seeking to participate in the eection of the members of a provincia council mugt

submit their nomination papersto the IEC.

(2) Political parties which have nominated candidates for election to the Provincia Council must
use the same name and logo in the provincia council elections as in the Woles Jirga
eections

(3) Political parties may nominate a number of candidates in each province up to 100% of the
number of seats to be filled on the provincid council. All candidates to the provinca
councils mug pay afee esablished in article 44(5) of thislaw.

(4) Candidatesto the provincia councils shall not:

a) Pursue objectives that are opposed to the principles of the holy rdigion of
Islam and the word and spirit of the Condtitution;

b) Useforce, or threaten with, or propagate the use of, force;

c) Inciteethnic, linguistic, regiond or religioustens on and discrimination;

d) Create a red danger to the rights or freedoms of individuds or intentionaly
digupt public order and security;

e) Havenonofficial military forcesor be part of them;

f) Receivefunds from foreign sources

g) Receivefundsfrominternal illegal sources

(5) Candidatesfor provincial council electionsmust resdein the province they seek to represent.



(6) Candidates for Woles Jirga elections can dso gand for dection to their regective provincia
council, but cannot be a member of the Woled Jirga and the provincia council a the same
time

Allocation of Seatsto Provincial Councils:

Article 31.

(1) Seatson each provincia coundl are determined in the following manner
a The IEC will determine the number of seats for each Provincial Coundl on the bagss of the
population
b. The mog voted candidateswill be elected for the provincial Councils
c. The top two mogt voted female candidates in each provincia councl shall be automatically
elected. The remaining seats will be awarded to the mogt voted candidates irrespective of
their gender.

2) If a candidate camnot occupy higher seat or by any reason leaves higher sat during the
provincid coundl’s period, the next mog voted candidate of the same gender shdl be
awarded the seat for the remainder of the ectord term.

Part I
Digtrict Councils
Digtrict Councils:
Article 32.
There shall be a digrict council in every didrict elected through direct, free, universd and secret
election by the votersof thedidrict.

Composdtion of Digrict Councils:
Artice 33.
(1) The number of members of each digrict coundl will be determined according to population in
the fol lowing manner:
a) District up to 20,000 inhabitants 5 members
b) Districtswith more than 20,000 to 40,000 inhabitants: 7 members
¢) Districtswith more than 40,000 to 60,000 inhabitants: 9members
d) Districtswith more than 60,000 to 80,000 inhabitants: 11members
€) Disgtrictswith more than 80,000 to 100,000 inhabitants 13members
f) Districts with more than 100,000 inhabitants: 15 members
(2) Officid population figures or edimates of each digrict will be provided to the IEC a least 90
daysbefore the election date by Central Statigic Office.

Candidates

Artide 34.

(1) Political parties and independent candi dates seeking to participate in the election of the
membersof adigrict coundl mug submit their nomination papersto the IEC.

(2) Political partieswhich have nominated candidates for election to the National Assembly or
Provincial Council mug use the same name and logo in the didrict council electionsasin the
Woles Jirgaand provincial council elections

(3) Regigered Political parties may nominate a number of candidates in each didrict up to 100%
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of the number of seatsto befilled onthedigrict council.

(4) Candidatesfor digrict council electionsmugt resdein the digrict they seek to represent.

(5) Candidates for Woles Jirga elections can dso sand for eection to their digrict coundl, but
cannot be a member of the Woles Jirga, a provincia council, or a didrict council at the same
time

Nomination of Candidatesto District Councils:
Article 35.
(1) Candidates for the digrict council dections can run as individuals or as part of a politica
party lid.
(2) All candidates for digrict council eections must pay a fee edablished in article 44 (6) of this
law.
(3) Candidates sdl nat:
h) Pursue objectives that are opposed to the principles of the holy religion of
Islam and the word and sirit of the Condtitution;
i) Useforce, or threaten with, or propagate the use of, force;
j) Inciteethnic, linguistic, regiond or religioustenson and discriminations
k) Create a red danger to the rights or freedoms of individuds or intentionaly
digupt public order and security;
I) Havenon-officia military forcesor be part of them;
m) Receive funds from foreign sources
n) Recevefundsfrominterna illegal sources

Allocation of Seatsto Digrict Councils:
Article 36
(1) Seat alocaion for each digrict council is determined in the following way:
a The IEC shdl determine the eats for each didrict coundl on the bads of that didrict
population
b. The IEC will all ocate seatsto the most voted candidates in each council
(2) The top two mog voted female candidates in each didrict will get automeatically elected. The
remaning seatswill be allocated to the most voted candidatesirrespectively of their gender.
(3) If a candidate cannot occupy hisher seat or by any reason leaves hisher seat during the
provinciad council’s period, the next most voted candidate of the same gender is given the
seat for the remainder of the eectord term.

Chapter VIII
Preparation for Elections
Election Date:
Artide 37
(1) The Independent Electord Commisson shdl declare the date for each election after
conaultation with the government and registered political parties & leas 90 days prior to
the intended date of polling.
(2) The IEC dwl prepare and publish an dectord calendar showing clearly al gppointed
dates of the election.
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VotersRoll:

Article 38.

The IEC mug certify the voters roll or the ssgments of the voters roll to be used in the eection
and meke it avallable for ingection 15 days ahead of dection in public places determined by the
IEC.

Campaigning:

Article 39

(1) The IEC shall etablish a 30-day period for political campaigning. This period shdl ceases 48
hours before the commencement of polling.

(2) ThelEC dnall issue rules regulati ng the campaign period.

Egablishing of Polling Centres, Provision of Electoral M aterials, and Issuance of

Instructions:

Articde 40.

(1) The IEC shdl egablish palling centers al over the country and shall allot voters among such
polling centersin such amanner asto facilitate voter accessto the electoral process

(2) The IEC gl furnish balot papers balot boxes voting compartments seds and other
required materids and make such other arrangements to facilitate voting as may be deemed
advisable for effectively conducting the el ection.

Ballot Papers
Artide 4l
(1) The Independent Electoral Commisson shdl undertake the following tasks in relations to the
ballot papers
@ The provision of the ballot papers
(b) Provisonsfor alocation of symbols and drawingsto candidates
(© Providing a procedure whereby such ballot papers are to be marked by voters,
(d) Determining the languages to be used on ballot papers and
(e Providing aprocedure for counting the ballot papers
(2) Specifying the order of candidates on the ballots through draw and lot.

Ballot Boxes:

Article 42

The Independent Electord Commisson shdl undertake the following tasks in relations to the

ballot boxes

€) Seek for and supply the desgn and maeria of balot boxes ensuring that each ballot box
is capable of being securely dosed and sealed.

(b) The manner in which ballot boxes are to be marked and identified; and

(© Themanner in which ballot boxes are to be closad, secured, opened, sealed, and unsealed.

Observers.

Artide 43.

The Independent Electord Commisson shdl date the rights and duties of observers and sl
determine procedures for accreditation of domedic and internaional election observers and of
agents of political partiesand of independent candidates
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Nomination of Candidates

Artide 44

(1) Politica parties and candidates for dection shal notify the IEC in writing of such intent at
least 75 days prior to the election. Such natice shall contain the following items

a

b.

C.

d.

e
f

Name and address of the candidate

Copy of the candidat€ s voter regidration card

Political party candidates mug submit copy of the party registration with the Minidry
of Judice

Sworn gatement atteging to the candidate’ s date and place of birth, and citizenship
Acceptance of the nomination Sgned by the candidate

The candidate’ sor party’ s choice of symbol to gppear on the ballot

(2) Nomination papers with the confirmed redgnation must be filed with the Independent
Electoral Commisson at leag 75 daysbefore the eections

(3) The filing fees for preddential candidate dhall be Afghani 50,000 , which fees gl be
refunded if the candidate receives a least 15 % percent of the valid votes cagt in the firg
round of the eection.

(4) The filing fees for al the Woles Jirga candidat shdl be Afghani 15,000, which fees shall be
refunded if the candidate is elected or receives & least 3 % percent of the vaid votes cast in
the respective condituency.

(5) The filing fees for dl the provincid council candidate shal be Afghani 5,000, which fees
shal be refunded if the candidate is dected or receives at least 3 % percent of the vdid votes
cad in the respective condituency.

(6) The filing fees for al the digrict council candidate shall be Afghani 3,000, which fees shdl be
refunded if the candidate is elected or recaves at least 3 % percent of the valid votes cagt in
the respective condituency.

(7) In addition to the fees candidates for d@ther Presdential, Woles Jirga, Provincial or District
Council, mug be supported by the copiesof voters' registration cards

ad) Presdential candidacy must be supported by the copies of (10,000) voter
registration cards that incdude different ethnic groups and provinces of the
country

b) Woles Jrgacandidacy by the copiesof 500 vaters' regidration cards

c) Provincial council candidacy by the copies of 300 voter regidration cards

d) Didrict council candidacy by the copiesof 200 voter registration cards

€) No person will provide photocopy of hisher voter’s card to more than one
candidate in each type of election.

The copy of the collected cardswill be kept with the IEC secretly.
(8) The Independent Electora Commisson shal verify that candidates fulfill the conditions of
eigibility established in the Conditution and in thislaw.
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Disgualification of Candidates:

Article 45

(1) If a candidate is not eligible for office under the terms of the conditution and/or this law, the
Independent Electoral Commisson dhall notify the candidate (and the nominating party, if
any) of the reasons for finding the candidate indligible within 7 calendar days of receiving
compl ete nominati on papers.

(2) The Independent Electoral Commisson shdl give a party or independent candidate the
opportunity to rectify any deficiency in the nomination process within 7 days.

(3) Following the nomination deadline and the examination of the nomination papers the
Independent Electoral Commision shall publish the names of dl digble and duly nominated
candidates.

Objection to or Refusal of Candidates:

Artice 46.

(1) Any person may object to the nomination of a candidate that the candidate is not qualified to
gand in the election.

(2) The objection, liged in dause (1) of this Article must be made to the IEC by a date fixed by
the IEC. The IEC <dl after making the necessary inquiries about the objection take a
decison and inform the parties of that decison.

(3) If a candidate decides to reject his nomination, the IEC will make decison regarding this and
dlow the candidate or regidered politicd party an opportunity to comply with the
requirements for nomination at any time prior to the deadline for the IEC to compile and
exhibit thelis of eligible candidates

Lig of Eligible Partiesfor Electoral Campaign and Final Ligt of Candidates:

Artide47.

(1) At leas 60 days before the election date, the IEC mud compile and exhibit a find lig of the
eigibleregistered political partiesand independent candidates

(2) Appropriate ligsshdl be poged at polling placeson polling day.

Removal of Campaign M aterial:

Articde 48.

The Independent Electora Commisson shdl order the removal of campaign materids displayed
within 100 metersof polling Steson polling day.

Prohibition of Carrying Armsat Polling Stations:

Article 49.

Except with the authorisation of the Ministry of Interior for the purpose of providing security at
and in the close vicinity of a polling gation, a person shdl not carry or use any wegpon of any
kind, or any ingrument capable of use asaweapon, a or within 500 metersof any polling Ste

Commencement and Closing of the Pall:

Artice50.

(1) Votingat dl polling gationsshall commence and shall close a timesto be fixed by the IEC.
(2) Voting shdl be conducted in accordance with procedures published by the IEC.
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(3) The Chairperson of a polling center shall order a sugenson of polling if the polling gation
is threatened by riot, violence, gorm, flood, or any other occurrence which will make the
proper conduct of polling impossble.

(4) The Chairperson, before closing the vating a the polling dation at the time fixed under aub
aticle (1) of this Article, shall mark the end of the line at closng time and shdl permit every
voter who at that hour iswaitingin lineat the polling Sation, to cast hisor her vote.

(5) The lEC dhall enaure that measures are taken to fecilitate the vote of personswith disabilities

Obj ections Concer ning Voting:

Artide 51

(1) Before a voter has been handed a balot paper, a candidate agent may object to that voter
being entitled to vote or to vote & the voting center concerned.

(2) The Charperson shdl determine whether to accept such objection and shdl note the
particulars of the objection and hisgher reason for regecting or accepting the objection in the
officia act of polling day.

Sealing of Ballot Boxesand Other M aterial by Chair per son:

Articde 52

(1) As soon as the balot box is full or baloting has ended, the Chairperson, in the presence of
any candidate agents and election observers hall sea the box in the prescribed manner and
dlow any candidate agentswho may wishto do 90, to record the number of the seals

(2) The Charperson shdl ddiver the balot boxes and packets to the counting center in
accordance with the IEC’ sindructions.

Placeand Time of Counting of Votes
Artide 53
Votesshall be counted a counting centers as edablished by the IEC.

Presentation and Certification of Reaults:

Artide 4.

The IEC is respongble for the presentation of the eection results which mug be published in the
Official Gazette.

Fair and Neutral Publication and Dissemination of Ideas:

Article 55

(1) During the election campaign, in order to ensure that the general public is informed of the
politica platforms, the views and gods of candidates in a far and unbiased manner, the mass
media, induding televison and radio, shal conduct its news broadcasts and other programs
covering the electoral campaign in accordance with the Code of Conduct established by the
IEC.

(2) Candidates should have access to State owned media. For the purpose of public avareness
during the campaign period, the government media shal broadcast the views gods and
objectives of candidates by approva of IEC inanimpartid and fair manner.
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M edia Commisson:

Article 56

The Independent Electoral Commission shall st up, at least 60 days prior to the dection date, a
Media Commission to monitor the reporting and coverage of the electora campaign and advise it
on any breaches of fair reporting and coverage of the eection campaign and of any breaches of
the provisions of the code of conduct (procedures) for the eections relating to the media that may
occur during the election campaign. Following the recommendation of the MC, the IEC may
issie a public reprimand of the media involved or refer the metter to the Director of Public
Prosecution.

Chapter I1X
Investigation of Complaints and OffencesInquest

Electoral Complaints:

Artide 57

(1) Complaints regarding voting procedures raised at the polling gation should be resolved
unanimoudy by the polling gation committee in quegtion. If unanimity cannot be reached the
two-third mgjority decison prevails

(2) Complaints regarding counting and results of presdential and nationd assembly elections
should be raised at the time when the counting is done, or the results are being announced. |If
the complaint is not resolved by the corresponding authority by unanimity, then an appeal can
be made to the Provinciad Electora authority within 48 hours after the counting of election
results. The Provincia Electora authority shoud resolve the matter within 3 days from
receiving the complaint. An appea can dso be made within the next 48 hours before the 1EC,
who gl resolve the mater within 7 days of receiving the complaint. The decison of the
Independent Electora Commisson isfinal and binding.

Electoral Offences:
Articde 58.
(1)) A person who commits any of the following actions during campaign or election will be
subject to prosecution:
(& Threatens or intimidates a voter or a candidate or causes a disgurbance of the electoral
process,
(b) Preverts the presence of voters candidates or their agents in the polling dations
without due cause;
(c) Commitsfraud or cheating invoting or vote counting
(d) Voteswith and/or through afalse card or through the card of another person;
(e) Changes, replaces, seals, or desroysedectora documents
(f) Manufacturesfdse cards,
(g) Commitsfraud in the voter regidration card
(h) Attemptsto use aforged voter regidration card;
(i) Attemptsto vote more than once;
() Opens and/or breaks the padlock of a secure sorage location, or the lock or seal of the
ball ot boxeswithout due authority;
(k) Impedesvotersor candidates from participating in the electora process,
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() Makesuse of fundsoriginatinginillega activitiesor from foreign sources
(m) Usesinaulting gpeech
(n) Encouragesor provoke other personsto commit any of the actionsbefore

(2) The IEC may sanction political parties or independent candidates if it determines that a party
or an independent candidate directed or sanctioned electoral offences committed by
individuals

(3) Where the Independent Electoral Commisson believes that an infraction has taken place it
dal refer the matter to the relevant law enforcement or prosecutorial authorities giving the
reasonsfor itsrequed.

Chapter X
Miscellaneous

Postponement or Suspension of Election:

Artide 59

In case the security, financiad and technical conditions and unpredictable events cause the holding

of elections impossible or in general damage the legitimacy of elections the IEC may pospone

or sugpend the polling in concern condtituency until elimination of the barrier.

Preparing rules and regulations:

Article 60

(1) The provisons of this law <hdl goply only to the fird presdentid, netiond assembly,
provincial council and digrict coundl eections.

(2) In order to better implement the provisions of this law, the Independent Electoral Commisson
dhall issue separatdly regulations, procedures, and guiddines.

Chapter XI

Elections During the Transitional Period
Article 61.

For the preparation, organization, conduct and oversight of thefirst eectoral processes which
will mark the completion of the trangtional period, the Idamic Trandtional State of Afghanistan
has requested the support of the United Nationsinter aia through the establishment of the Joint
Electord Management Body (JEMB), with the participation of international expertsappointed by
the United Nations asprovided for in Decree No 110 of 18 February 2004. Until the end of the
trangtional period, the JEMB shdl exercisedll the powersof the |[EC aslaid down inthislaw.
The IEC, dfter itscreation, will replace the Interim Electoral Commisson within the JEM B.
Upon completion of the trangtional period, the IEC will assume dl the powers of the [EC under
the law. Until tha time, decison-making in the JEMB and the voting rights of the international
memberswill remain asdefined in decree No 110.

Effective Date

Article 62

This law dhal come into effect from the date of its Sgnature and is to be published in the Official
Gazette, and after itscoming into force, rules contrary to thislaw shdl be annulled.
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