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Interim Report on Media Monitoring of Television and Radio Coverage of Political Actors in Armenia: 8-30 April 2007 Inclusive (Phase Three Campaign Period)

For Immediate Release: 4.5.2007

Independent media monitoring is being conducted by the NGO Caucasus Media Institute (Armenia) under the direction of an international expert. The project is funded by the Council of Europe as part of its Action Plan to provide support for Parliamentary elections in Armenia. Using international methodological standards of quantitative analysis the media's coverage is being assessed against Council of Europe and other international standards. See inter alia Council of Europe Recommendation No. R (99) 15 of the Committee of Ministers to Member States on Measures Concerning Media Coverage of Election Campaigns, 1999. Council of Europe Recommendation No. R (96) 10 of the Committee of Ministers of the Member States on the Guarantee of the Independence of Public Service Broadcasting, 1996.  The monitoring covers the main broadcast media for three periods: 5-14 February 2007, two weeks prior to the start of the official campaign period, and finally for the whole of the official campaign period itself. This report is based on data from 8 April-30 April 2007.

Summary and Conclusions 

· Across al television channels monitored the Republican Party (RPA) received the highest amount of coverage with a total of 21% share of coverage for all the television channels combined. It was followed by Dashnaktsutyun (ARFD) with 19% share of total coverage, Prosperous Armenia (PAP) with 13% and People’s Party (PP) with 9% share of total coverage. The high percentage of television coverage of ARFD, PAP and PP is the result of the high proportions of coverage received by the individual parties on specific television channels. Across both radio stations monitored RPA also received the highest percentage of airtime with a total of 16% share of coverage. It was followed by PAP with 10%, ARFD 8% and Heritage Party (HP) and Country of Law (PCL), both with 7% share of coverage each.

· Twenty five parties and a number of independent candidates received coverage on H1 during the monitoring period. Of the parties to receive access a large number received below 3% share of coverage. The channel granted a range of parties access, which is reflected in the fact that one single party is no longer dominating the channel’s overall coverage. RPA received 12% share of coverage, People’s Party of Armenia (PPA) 11%, PAP and PCL 10% each, ARFD 9% and National Unity (NUP) 8%. A wide range of other parties received 2%-5% share of coverage. The channel’s news coverage granted RPA the highest proportion of airtime as this party received 21% share of news coverage of political actors. PCL and PPA both received between 13%-14% share of coverage and ARFD, PAP and NUP 11% share. Following the trend in the channel’s overall coverage a range of political parties and actors were covered in news bulletins, though the majority received below 2% share of coverage.

· Following the trends of previous weeks ALM continues to focus its coverage between RPA and PP. The channel’s owner and leader of the PP appeared on a talk show a number of times on the channel as did the ULP leader. Overall, RPA received the highest amount of coverage with a total share of 38%. PP received a further 34% and the United Labour Party (ULP) 9%. The only other parties to receive above 1% share of coverage were the Democratic Party (DP), New Times (NTP) and PAP all who received between 5%-6% share of coverage. In ALM’s news bulletins RPA were the dominant political actor to receive coverage and 59% of news coverage was allocated to this party. PP received 15% and PAP 8% with independents and 15 other parties receiving smaller amounts of coverage.

· Yerkir Media’s coverage of political actors was dominated by ARFD that received 44% of total coverage of political actors on the channel. RPA received 9% and PPA 8% with PCL a further 5% share of coverage. Twenty one other parties received below 4% share of coverage with the majority of these parties afforded below 2% share. There have been programmes that resemble campaign advertisements for ARFD and songs of the party that have not been clearly signposted on the channel. ARFD also dominated news bulletins and received a 54% share of news coverage. RPA was afforded 11%, PCL 6% and PAP 4% with the other parties receiving below 3% and the majority of these parties below 2% share of news coverage.

· Shant TV granted PAP the highest percentage of total coverage of political actors and this party received 31% share of coverage on this channel. It was closely followed by RPA that was afforded 28% share of coverage. ARFD received a further 14% share and the National Democratic Party (NDP) and independent candidates 6% share. RPA received the highest percentage of news coverage with a total share of 51%. It was followed by PAP (18%) with the other parties to receive coverage afforded 3% and below.

· All of the coverage of political actors on Armenia TV was limited to news bulletins. RPA received the highest percentage of news coverage with a total of 44% share. It was followed by PAP that was afforded 14% and ARFD with 12% share of news coverage. PCL received a further 7% share of news coverage of political actors.

· A range of parties received access on Kentron TV, the majority of which received below 2% share of coverage. PAP was the party to receive the greatest amount of access as this party received 25% share of coverage. It was followed by ARFD (19%) and RPA (15%). ULP was afforded a further 11% share of coverage. PAP also received the highest percentage of news coverage with a total of 26% share of news coverage of political actors. RPA received 19% and ARFD 13% share with independent candidates collectively receiving a further 8% share. Two non-labelled political advertisements for PAP were broadcast on the channel during the monitoring sample period.

· Public Radio granted a large number of parties access and moreover, many of these parties received above 2% share of coverage. Overall RPA received the highest percentage of airtime with 16% and it was followed by PAP (10%) and ARFD (8%). HP and NUP were afforded a further share of coverage of 6% each and PCL 7%. Following the trend in its overall coverage Public Radio also granted a wide range of parties coverage in its news bulletins. RPA received the highest coverage though; with this party receiving 23% share of coverage. PAP was afforded 12% share of coverage followed by ARFD (9%), PCL (8%) and NUP and PPA 7% share each.

· Radio Liberty also granted a range of political parties access. RPA received the largest amount of coverage on this station with a share of 16% of total coverage of political actors. PAP and ARFD received a 10% share of coverage each, HP 9% and PCL and PPA a further 8% each. Its news coverage was equally diverse. RPA received 17% share of news coverage of political actors and PAP 11% followed by ARFD with 10%, PCL 9% and HP 8% share of news coverage.

Data Charts of Broadcast Media Coverage

Chart 1: Balance of coverage (access) of political actors (18:00-24:00 hours) on H1
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Chart 2: Balance of coverage (access) of political actors in H1 news bulletins

[image: image2.emf]News - H1

Parties below 2%

10%

HP

2%

IA

2%

DWP

2%

NDP

3%

NUP

11%

PAP

11%

ARFD

11%

PPA

13%

PCL

14%

RPA

21%


Chart 3: Balance of coverage (access) of political actors (18:00-24:00 hours) on ALM
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Chart 4: Balance of coverage (access) of political actors in ALM news bulletins
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Chart 5: Balance of coverage (access) of political actors (18:00-24:00 hours) on Yerkir Media
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Chart 6: Balance of coverage (access) of political actors in Yerkir Media news bulletins
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Chart 7: Balance of coverage (access) of political actors (18:00-24:00 hours) on Shant
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Chart 8: Balance of coverage (access) of political actors in Shant news bulletins
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Chart 9: Balance of coverage (access) of political actors on Armenia TV
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Chart 10: Balance of coverage (access) of political actors in Armenia TV news bulletins
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Chart 11: Balance of coverage (access) of political actors on Kentron
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Chart 12: Balance of coverage (access) of political actors in Kentron news bulletins
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Chart 13: Balance of coverage (access) of political actors on Public Radio
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Chart 14: Balance of coverage (access) of political actors in Public Radio news bulletins
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Chart 15: Balance of coverage (access) of political actors on Liberty Radio
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Chart 16: Balance of coverage (access) of political actors in Liberty Radio news bulletins
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Political Parties Registered by the CEC for the 2007

Parliamentary Election in Armenia 

1. ANM 
Armenian National Movement 


2. ARFD
Armenian Revolutionary Federation Dashnaktsutyun  

3. CDRP 
Christian-Democratic Renaissance Party 
 

4. CPA 
Communist Party of Armenia 

5. DP 
“Dashink” Party 

6. DPA 
Democratic Party of Armenia 

7. DWP 
Democratic Way Party 

8. HAP 
Hanrapetutyun Party  

9. HP 
Heritage Party  

10. IA 
Impeachment Alliance

11. MPA 
Marxist Party of Armenia 

12. NAP
National Agreement Party  

13. NDP 
National Democratic Party  

14. NTP 
“New Times” Party  

15. NUP
National Unity Party  

16. PAP 
“Prosperous Armenia” Party 
 

17. PCL 
Party “Country of Law”  

18. PP 
People’s Party  

19. PPA 
People’s Party of Armenia  

20. PRPA 
Progressive Party of Armenia  

21. PYA 
Party of the Youth of Armenia  

22. RPA 
Republican Party of Armenia  

23. SDHP 
Social-Democratic Henchak Party 

24. ULNP 
United Liberal National Party

25. ULP 
United Labour Party

Outline of Methodology for Quantitative Analysis of Media Content
Independent media monitoring is being conducted using international methodological standards of quantitative analysis. The monitoring is being conducted by the CMI. Monitors have received intensive training in international standards for media monitoring by an international expert in conjunction with the CMI. Media monitoring is defined as:

· A technique of scientific observation  producing reliable and rigorous results;

· A way to study the production and the performance of the media in a systematic and impartial way;

· A tool to promote basic rights related to freedom of expression and right to participate in public life.

The media monitoring has a specific focus on the coverage of the media against principles including the right of access, allocation of coverage and balance in the mass media. It is a methodology that has been used around the world on European Union election observation missions and United Nations technical assistance programmes. The monitoring unit is observing media coverage of parliamentary elections in order to assess:

· The access granted to political parties and independent candidates in the mass media and whether the coverage of candidates is fair and balanced;

· Whether candidates standing for election were covered in a unbiased and equitable manner;

· The tone of media coverage towards the candidates.

The monitoring will cover the main broadcast media. The audiovisual media will be monitored for three related periods: 5-14 February 2007, two weeks prior to the start of the official campaign period, and finally for the whole of the official campaign period itself.

Radio and television will be monitored during peak time viewing hours and will include monitoring of all programming within this time framework. The programmes will be timed by the monitors in order to measure the access that each candidate and political party receive on each of the channels. Furthermore, quantifying the amount of coverage each candidate receives will be complemented with an assessment of the tone of the coverage received based on a scale of negative, neutral and positive. The monitoring will also assess balance and tone of news and current affairs programmes to assess the extent they provide adequate and balanced coverage of candidates.

The monitoring involves not only the time devoted to subjects, but all the factors shaping a campaign on the media. Elections do not only consist of candidates, but also a whole set of dynamics and groups that play a role in the elections and are active in the processes and production of mass communication. For this reason there is a broad definition of actors used in the media monitoring that allows a range of political actors to be included in the monitoring. This includes the candidates and their parties or parties that support their candidature it can include: members of the Government, MPs, parties, local parties, party members and support staff that belong to the parties. However, when the Government is used in a strictly technical sense to refer to the civil service or governmental activities we do not count it as it does not involve actors. When ministers are performing their institutional duties or members of the Government are performing their duties outside of campaign activities and they are members of a political party we do include this, though we draw a distinction between campaigning and an institutional duty.

Media monitoring focuses on different aspects and targets:

· The visibility of political actors and groups;

· The quality of their coverage;

· The main bias, if any, related to their coverage;

· The issues of the campaign.

With questions related to the project or methodology used for the media monitoring, please contact:

Project Manager Nina Iskandaryan

Project Officer Anna Karagulyan

Caucasus Media Institute

Yeznik Koghbatsi 39, Yerevan 0010

Tel : +37410 540631 or 32

Fax +37410 540691

www.caucasusmedia.org 
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� The following media were monitored during the campaign period between 18:00-24:00 hours for television channels and radio stations between 09:00-11:00 & 18:00-23:00: the public radio and television channels Public Radio and H1 and the private channels, ALM, Armenia TV, Kentron, Liberty, Yerkir and Shant.
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