Constitution of the Republic of Belarus

(with alterations and amendments adopted at thebiean referendums of November 24,
1996 and of October 17, 2004)

We, the People of the Republic of Belarus, (of Bed proceeding from the assumption of
responsibility for the present and future of Betrtecognizing ourselves as a full-fledged
subject of the international community and confergnour adherence to values common to
all mankind, founding ourselves on our inalienatignt to self-determination, supported by
the centuries-long history of development of Bedaan state-hood, striving to assert the
rights and freedoms of every citizen of the Republi Belarus, desiring to maintain civic
concord, stable foundations of government by thapleeand a state based on the rule of law,
hereby adopt and enact this Constitution as thel&mental Law of the Republic of Belarus.

Section 1. Principles of the Constitutional System

Article 1. The Republic of Belarus is a unitary, democratagial state based on the rule of
law.

The Republic of Belarus exercises supreme contrdlabsolute authority over the whole of
its territory, and shall implement an independaternal and foreign policy.

The Republic of Belarus shall defend its independerand territorial integrity, its
constitutional system, and safeguard legality amddnd order.

Article 2. The individual, his rights, freedoms and guarasitiee their attainment manifest
the supreme goal and value of society and the.State

The State shall bear responsibility towards thieemt to create the conditions for the free and
dignified development of his identity. The citizbrars a responsibility towards the State to
discharge unwaveringly the duties imposed uponbyrthe Constitution.

Article 3. The people shall be the sole source of state panethe repository of sovereignty
in the Republic of Belarus. The people shall exerctheir power directly through
representative and other bodies in the forms anthirwithe bounds specified by the
Constitution.

Any actions aimed at changing the constitutionatesy and seizing state power by forcible
means or by way of any other violation of the lagisthe Republic of Belarus shall be
punishable by law.

Article 4. Democracy in the Republic of Belarus shall be eised on the basis of diversity of
political institutions, ideologies and views.

The ideology of political parties, religious or ethpublic associations, social groups may not
be made mandatory for citizens.

Article 5. Political parties and other public associationsngcwithin the framework of the
Constitution and laws of the Republic of Belarusalscontribute towards ascertaining and
expressing the political will of the citizens aratficipate in elections.



Political parties and other public associationslishave the right to use state mass media
under the procedure determined by the legislation.

The creation and activities of political partieglather public associations that aim to change
the constitutional system by force, or conduct @ppganda of war, social, ethnic, religious
and racial hatred, shall be prohibited.

Article 6. State power in the Republic of Belarus is exettise the principle of division of
powers between the legislature, executive and imgicState bodies within the confines of
their powers, shall be independent: they shall perate among themselves acting on the
principle of checks and balances.

Article 7. The Republic of Belarus shall be bound by theqypile of supre-macy of law.

The State and all the bodies and officials thedudll operate within the confines of the
Constitution and the laws enacted in accordanae\ith.

Legal enactments or specific provisions thereofciwhare deemed under procedure specified
in law to be contrary to the provisions of the Qdogon shall have no legal force.

Enforceable enactments of state bodies shall bésped or promulgated by some means
specified in law.

Article 8. The Republic of Belarus shall recognize the sup@mof the universally
acknowledged principles of international law andwe that its laws comply with such
principles.

The Republic of Belarus in conformity with prinagsl of international law may on a
voluntary basis enter interstate formations anthdvaw from them.

The conclusion of international treaties that aoatary to the Constitution shall not be
permitted.

Article 9. The territory of the Republic of Belarus shall thee natural condition of the
existence and spatial limit of the people's setedaination, and the basis for its prosperity
and the sovereignty of the Republic of Belarus.

The territory of Belarus shall be unified and ieakble.
The territory shall be divided into regions (ob&sdistricts, cities and other administrative-
territorial units. The administrative-territorialivision of the State is determined by the

legislation.

Article 10. A citizen of the Republic of Belarus shall be qudeed the protection and
patronage of the State both on the territory obBed and beyond.

No one may be deprived of citizenship of the Rejoubil Belarus or the right to change his
citizenship.



A citizen of the Republic of Belarus may not beradited to a foreign state, unless otherwise
stipulated in international treaties to which thepRblic of Belarus is party.

Citizenship shall be acquired or lost in accordanitk the law.

Article 11. Foreign nationals and stateless persons on thiéotgrof Belarus shall enjoy
rights and liberties and execute duties on equahdewith the citizens of the Republic of
Belarus, unless otherwise specified in the Congiitiithe laws and international treaties.

Article 12. The Republic of Belarus may grant the right oflasyto persons persecuted in
other states for political or religious beliefstbeir ethnic affiliation.

Article 13. Property may be the ownership of the state olpeiv

The State shall grant equal rights to all to comdioonomic and other activities, other than
those prohibited by law, and guarantee equal piotecand equal conditions for the
development of all forms of ownership.

The State shall promote the development of co-tipera

The State shall guarantee to every one equal appbes for free utilisation of abilities and
assets for business and other types of economiatist which are not banned by the law.

The State shall regulate economic activities oralfedf the individual and society, and shall
ensure the direction and co-ordination of state pridate economic activity for social
purposes.

The mineral wealth, waters and forests are the aadeexclusive property of the State. The
land for agricultural use is the property of that8t

The law may specify facilities that may be the @mbyp of the State alone, or specify the
special terms for their transition to private owskep, or grant the State an exclusive right to
conduct certain types of activity.

The State shall guarantee the workers the righpddicipate in the management of
enterprises, organizations and establishments haree their efficiency and improve social
and economic living standards.

Article 14. The State shall regulate relations among sodiahi@ and other communities on
the basis of the principles of equality beforeldwe and respect of their rights and interests.

The relations in the social sphere and in labouwéen the organs of state management,
associations of employers and trade unions shakxXmzcised on the principles of social
partnership and interaction of parties.

Article 15. The State shall bear responsibility for presenthreghistoric, cultural and spiritual
heritage, and the free development of the cultafesl the ethnic communities that live in the
Republic of Belarus.

Article 16. Religions and faiths shall be equal before the law



Relations between the State and religious orgaonimmtshall be regulated by the law with
regard to their influence on the formation of tipéritual, cultural and state traditions of the
Belarusian people.

The activities of confessional organizations, thdies and representatives, that are directed
against the sovereignty of the Republic of Belanss, constitutional system and civic
harmony, or involve a violation of civil rights aritherties of its citizens as well as impede
the execution of state, public and family dutiestbycitizens or are detrimental to their health
and morality shall be prohibited.

Article 17. The Belarusian and Russian languages shall be ffl@ablanguages of the
Republic of Belarus

Article 18. In its foreign policy the Republic of Belarus dhaloceed from the principles of
the equality of states, the non-use of force ortlineat of force, the inviolability of frontiers,
the peaceful settlement of disputes, non-interfggein internal affairs of states and other
universally acknowledged principles and standafdsternational law.

The Republic of Belarus pledges itself to makedtsdtory a neutral, nuclear-free state.

Article 19. The symbols of the Republic of Belarus as a saogerstate shall be its national
flag, national emblem and national anthem.

Article 20. The capital of the Republic of Belarus is the @fyMinsk. The status of the city
of Minsk shall be determined by the law.

Section 2. The Individual, Society and the State

Article 21. Safeguarding the rights and liberties of the eitz of the Republic of Belarus
shall be the supreme goal of the State.

Every individual shall exercise the right to a digd standard of living, including
appropriate food, clothing, housing and likewiseantinuous improvement of necessary
living conditions.

The State shall guarantee the rights and libedidbe citizens of Belarus that are enshrined
in the Constitution and the laws, and specifiethastate's international obligations.

Article 22. All shall be equal before the law and entitledheiit discrimination to equal
protection of their rights and legitimate interests

Article 23. Restriction of personal rights and liberties shallpermitted only in the instances
specified in law, in the interest of national ségpublic order, the protection of the morals
and health of the population as well as rights lébetties of other persons. No one may enjoy
advantages and privileges that are contrary téethe
Article 24. Every person shall have the right to life.

The State shall protect the life of the individaghinst any illegal infringements.



Until its abolition, the death sentence may be i@dpln accordance with the law as an
exceptional penalty for especially grave crimes anly in accordance with the verdict of a
court of law.

Article 25. The State shall safeguard personal liberty, iadiity and dignity. The restriction
or denial of personal liberty is possible in thetamces and under the procedure specified in
law.

A person who has been taken into custody shalhbitesl to a judicial investigation into the
legality of his detention or arrest.

No one shall be subjected to torture or cruel, mén or undignified treatment or punishment,
or be subjected to medical or other experimentsawit one's consent.

Article 26. No one may be found guilty of a crime unless hidltgs proven under the
procedure specified in law and established by #reiet of a court of law that has acquired
legal force. A defendant shall not be requiredrtwvp one's innocence.

Article 27. No person shall be compelled to be a witness agaimeself, members of one's
family or next of kin. Evidence obtained in violai of the law shall have no legal force.

Article 28. Everyone shall be entitled to protection agaimgawful interference with one's
private life, including encroachments on the privat one's correspondence and telephone
and other communications, and on one's honour igmityl

Article 29. The right of the people to be secure in their heumad other legitimate effects
shall be guaranteed. No person shall have the, regivie in due course of law to enter the
premises or other legal property of a citizen agfaome's will.

Article 30. Citizens of the Republic of Belarus shall haverigat to move freely and choose
their place of residence within the Republic ofdak, to leave it and to return to it without
hindrance.

Article 31. Everyone shall have the right independently teieine one's attitude towards
religion, to profess any religion individually ariptly with others, or to profess none at all, to
express and spread beliefs connected with onélsdattowards religion, and to participate in
the performance of acts of worship and religiotisats and rites, which are not prohibited by
the law.

Article 32. Marriage, the family, motherhood, fatherhood, ahddhood shall be under the
protection of the State.

On reaching the age of consent women and menisiad! the right to enter into marriage on
a voluntary basis and start a family. A husbandaifiel shall be equal in family relationships.

Parents or persons in loco parentis shall be edtdhd required to raise their children and to
take care of their health, development and edutatim child shall be subjected to cruel
treatment or humiliation or used for work that nteeyharmful to its physical, mental or moral
development. Children shall care for their paremtpersons in loco parentis and render them
assistance.



Children may be separated from their family agaihstconsent of their parents or persons in
loco parentis only according to the verdict of tloeirt of law, if the parents or persons in loco
parentis fail in their duty towards their children.

Women shall be guaranteed equal rights with meheir opportunities to receive education
and vocational training, promotion in labour, sepdaitical, cultural and other spheres of
activity, as well as in creating conditions safegugy their labour and health.

The young people are guaranteed the right for gpaiitual, moral and physical development.

The State shall create all necessary conditionshi®rfree and effective participation of the
young people in the political, social, economic antlural development of society.

Article 33. Everyone is guaranteed freedom of thoughts andfbelnd their free expression.

No one shall be forced to express one's belief® ateny them. No monopolization of the
mass media by the State, public associations avithahl citizens and no censorship shall be
permitted.

Article 34. Citizens of the Republic of Belarus shall be gotgad the right to receive, store
and disseminate complete, reliable and timely mgtion of the activities of state bodies and
public associations, on political, economic, cwdtuand international life, and on the state of
the environment.

State bodies, public associations and officialdl gfford citizens of the Republic of Belarus
an opportunity to familiarize themselves with matethat affects their rights and legitimate
interests.

The use of information may be restricted by legisfawith the purpose to safeguard the
honour, dignity, personal and family life of theéizéns and the full implementation of their
rights.

Article 35. The freedom to hold assemblies, rallies, streetch&s, demonstrations and

pickets that do not disturb law and order or vieltte rights of other citizens of the Republic
of Belarus, shall be guaranteed by the State. Tbeedure for conducting the above events
shall be determined by the law.

Article 36. Everyone shall be entitled to freedom of assoaiatio

Judges, employees of the Procurator's Office, ti€ af bodies of internal affairs, the State
Supervisory Committee and security bodies, as agkervice-men may not be members of
political parties or other public associations thatsue political goals.

Article 37. Citizens of the Republic of Belarus shall have tlght to participate in the
solution of state matters, both directly and thioérgely elected representatives.

The direct participation of citizens in the admirasion of the affairs of society and the State
shall be safeguarded by the holding of referenda,discussion of draft laws and issues of
national and local significance, and by other mespegified in law.



In instances determined by the law the citizenthefRepublic of Belarus shall take part in
the discussion of issues of state and public tifepublican and local meetings.

Article 38. Citizens of the Republic of Belarus shall have tigat to vote freely and to be
elected to state bodies on the basis of univeesplal, direct or indirect suffrage by secret
ballot.

Article 39. Citizens of the Republic of Belarus, in accordamgth their capabilities and
vocational training, shall be entitled to equalesscto any post in state bodies.

Article 40. Everyone shall have the right to address personabllective appeals to state
bodies.

State bodies, as well as the officials thereof]l stumsider any appeal and furnish a reply in
point of substance within the period specifiedaw. Any refusal to consider an appeal that
has been submitted shall be justified in writing.

Article 41. Citizens of the Republic of Belarus shall be gaotead the right to work as the
worthiest means of an individual's self-assertittmt is, the right to choose of one's
profession, type of occupation and work in accocgawith one's vocation, capabilities,
education and vocational training, and having rédarsocial needs, and the right to healthy
and safe working conditions.

The State shall create conditions necessary fbrefuployment of the population. Where a
person is unemployed for reasons which are beyomdsacontrol, he shall be guaranteed
training in new specializations and an upgradingiisfqualifications having regard to social
needs, and to an unemployment benefit in accordaitbehe law.

Citizens shall have the right to protection of thresonomic and social interests, including the
right to form trade unions and conclude collectoantracts (agreements), and the right to
strike.

Forced labour shall be prohibited, other than warlservice specified in the 80 verdict of a
court of law or in accordance with the law on theesof emergency or martial law.

BEmployees shall be guaranteed a just share ofrreration for the economic results of their
labour in accordance with the quantity, quality awtial significance of such work, but it
shall not be less than the level which shall endimem and their families a life of

independence and dignity.

Women and men and adults and minors shall be eshtil equal remuneration for work of
equal value.

Article 43. Working people shall be entitled to holidays. leonployees, this right shall be
safeguarded by the establishment of a working wafeko more than 40 hours, shorter
working hours at night and the provision of an aimaid leave and weekly rest days.

Article 44. The State shall guarantee everyone the right gdgstg and shall contribute to its
acquisition.



A proprietor shall have the right to possess, eajog dispose of assets either individually or
jointly with others. The inviolability of propertgnd the right to inherit property shall be
protected by law.

Property acquired in accordance with the law shalsafeguarded by the State.

The State shall encourage and protect the savingszens and guarantee conditions for the
return of deposits.

The compulsory alienation of assets shall be p&sthibnly by reason of public need, under
the conditions and the procedure specified by laith timely and full compensation for the
value of the alienated assets, and in accordartbeawuling of a court of law.

The exercise of the right of property shall notchatrary to social benefit and security, or be
harmful to the environment or historical and cudtureasures, or infringe upon the rights and
legally protected interests of others.

Article 45. Citizens of the Republic of Belarus shall be gotead the right to health care,
including free treatment at state health-care éstabents. The State shall make health care
facilities accessible to all of its citizens. Thght of citizens of the Republic of Belarus to
health care shall also be secured by the develdpafgrhysical training and sport, measures
to improve the environment, the opportunity to fiseess establishments and improvements
in occupational safety.

Article 46. Everyone shall be entitled to a conducive envirentrand to compensation for
loss or damage caused by the violation of thistrigh

The State shall supervise the rational utilizatddmatural resources to protect and improve
living conditions, and to preserve and restorestingronment.

Article 47. Citizens of the Republic of Belarus shall be gutgad the right to social security
in old age, in the event of illness, disabilitys$oof fitness for work and loss of a bread-winner
and in other instances specified in law.

The State shall display particular concern for reete of war and labour, as well as for those
who lost their health in the defence of national poblic interests.

Article 48. Citizens of the Republic of Belarus shall be eaditto housing. This right shall be
safeguarded by the development of state, and prh@atising and assistance for citizens in the
acquisition of housing.

The State and local self-government shall gransimgufree of charge or at available prices in
accordance with the law to citizens who are in nekdocial protection. No one may be
deprived of housing arbitrarily.

Article 49. Everyone shall have the right to education. Adbéssnd free general, secondary
and vocation-technical education shall be guarantee



Secondary specialized and higher education shadicbessible to all in accordance with the
capabilities of each individual. Everyone may, ocoapetitive basis, obtain the appropriate
education at state educational establishmentofrekarge.

Article 50. Everyone shall have the right to preserve onewiethffiliation, and equally, no
one may be compelled to define or indicate onésietffiliation.

Insults to ethnic dignity shall be prosecuted lwy.la

Everyone shall have the right to use one's natiwguage and to choose the language of
communication. In accordance with the law, the &ssditall guarantee the freedom to choose
the language of education and teaching.

Article 51. Everyone shall have the right to take part inuwralt life. This right shall be
safeguarded by universal accessibility to the tressof domestic and world culture that are
held in state and public collections and by theettgwment of a network of cultural and
educational establishments.

Freedom of artistic, scientific and technical cnet and teaching shall be guaranteed.

Intellectual property shall be protected by law.

The State shall contribute to the development &tioey scientific and technical research for
the benefit of common interests.

Article 52. Everyone in the territory of the Republic of Belaushall abide by its Constitution
and laws and respect national traditions.

Article 53. Everyone shall respect the dignity, rights, liertand legitimate interests of
others.

Article 54. Everyone shall preserve the historical, culturad gpiritual heritage and other
national treasures.

Article 55. It shall be the duty of everyone to protect theimmment.

Article 56. Citizens of the Republic of Belarus shall conttéotowards the funding of public
expenditure through the payment of state taxes dod other payments.

Article 57. It shall be the responsibility and sacred dutyewéry citizen of the Republic of
Belarus to defend the Republic of Belarus.

The procedure governing military service, the gdsiand conditions for exemption from
military service and the substitution thereof biealative service shall be determined by the
law.

Article 58. No one shall be compelled to discharge duties #nat not specified in the
Constitution of the Republic of Belarus and its $aov renounce his rights.



Article 59. The State shall take all measures at its disptsalreate the domestic and
international order necessary for the exercisaulhdf the rights and liberties of the citizens
of the Republic of Belarus that are specified | @onstitution.

State bodies, officials and other persons who Heaen entrusted to exercise state functions
shall take necessary measures to implement andusatk the rights and liberties of the
individual.

These bodies and persons shall be held responiblactions violating the rights and
liberties of an individual.

Article 60. Everyone shall be guaranteed protection of onglsts and liberties by a
competent, independent and impartial court of lathiw time periods specified in law.

To defend their rights, liberties, honour and digncitizens shall be entitled in accordance
with the law to recover, through the courts, bathperty damage and financial compensation
for moral injury.

Article 61. Everyone shall have the right in accordance with ititernational instruments
ratified by the Republic of Belarus to appeal tteinational organizations to defend their
rights and liberties, provided all available intats means of legal defence have been
exhausted.

Article 62. Everyone shall have the right to legal assistda@xercise and defend his rights
and liberties, including the right to make useaay time, of the assistance of lawyers and
one's other representatives in court, other staidieb, bodies of local government,
enterprises, establishments, organizations andgabs$ociations, and also in relations with
officials and citizens. In the instances specifrethw, legal assistance shall be rendered from
public funds.

Opposition to the rendering of legal assistancd blegorohibited in the Republic of Belarus.
Article 63. The exercise of the personal rights and libertpescdied in this Constitution may
be suspended only during a state of emergency drainiaw under the procedure and within

the limits specified in the Constitution and the.la

In carrying out special measures during a stateneérgency, the rights specified in Article
24, part three of Article 25 and Articles 26 anda3the Constitution may not be restricted

Section 3. Electoral System. Referendum

Chapter 1. Electoral System

Article 64. The elections of deputies and other persons eldotatate office by the people
shall be universal: citizens of the Republic of&ak who have reached the age of 18 shall be
eligible to vote.

Citizens who are deemed incapable by a court ofdaweld in places of confinement in

accordance with the verdict of a court shall néetpart in elections. Persons in respect of
whom preventive punishment-detention is selectedeuthe procedure specified in the law



on criminal proceedings shall not take part in m@tiAny direct or indirect restrictions on
citizens' voting rights in other instances shallrapermissible and punishable by law.

The age qualification of deputies and other perselested to state positions shall be
determined by corresponding laws, unless otherprigeided by the Constitution.

Article 65. Elections shall be free. A voter shall decide peally whether to take part in
elections and for whom to vote. The preparation @mtuct of elections shall be open and in
public.

Article 66. Elections shall be held according to the principieequal suffrage. Voters shall
have equal number of votes.

Candidates standing for public office shall take paelections on an equal basis.
Article 67. Elections of deputies shall be direct. Deputiesdid¥e elected by citizens directly.

Article 68. Voting at elections shall be secret. The monitpraf voters' preferences while
voting is in progress shall be prohibited.

Article 69. Public associations, work collectives and citizehall have the right to nominate
candidates for deputy in accordance with the law.

Article 70. Expenditure incurred in the preparation and cohdiéielections shall be covered
by the State within the limits of the funds assdyfier that purpose. In instances determined
by the law, the expenditure for the preparation @mduct of elections may be carried out at
the expense of public associations, enterpriséisesf organizations and citizens.

Article 71. Elections shall be conducted by electoral comminssianless otherwise specified
in the Constitution.

The procedure governing the conduct of electioradl dfe determined by the laws of the
Republic of Belarus.

No elections shall be held during a state of enrerger martial law.

Article 72. The recall of deputies shall be exercised to tigemand instances as determined
by the law.

The voting for the recall of a deputy shall be eis&d to the order determined for the election
of the deputy, and on the initiative of no lessntf2® percent of the citizens eligible to vote
and resident in the corresponding area.

The reason and order for the recall of a membethefCouncil of the Republic shall be
determined by the law.

Chapter 2. Referendum (Plebiscite)

Article 73. National and local referenda may be held to resthe most important issues of
the State and society.



Article 74. National referenda shall be called on the initatf the President of the Republic
of Belarus, as well as on the initiative of the @al of the Republic or House of
Representatives, which is taken at their separtdiegs by a majority of the full number of
deputies of each house, or on the initiative ofawer than 450,000 citizens eligible to vote,
including no fewer than 30,000 citizens from eatthe regions (oblasts) and city of Minsk.

The President shall call a national referendumr afte submission by the Council of the
Republic and House of Representatives in accordavitte the law, or by the citizens
themselves.

The date of the referendum shall be no later theaetmonths since the President issued the
decree on holding a referendum.

The decisions taken by the national referenduml df&lsigned by the President of the
Republic of Belarus.

Article 75. Local referenda shall be called by the relevacalloepresentative bodies on their
initiative or on the recommendation of no less ttempercent of the citizens who are eligible
to vote and resident in the area concerned.

Article 76. Referenda shall be conducted by means of univdrsal, equal and secret ballot.
Citizens of the Republic of Belarus eligible to@ahall take part in referenda.

Article 77. The decisions adopted by referendum may be redensamended only by means
of another referendum, unless otherwise specifiethé referendum.

Article 78. The procedure governing the conduct of nationdllanal referenda and a list of
issues that may not be put to a referendum shallebermined by the law of the Republic of
Belarus.

Section 4. The President, Parliament, Governmenthe Courts
Chapter 3. The President of the Republic of Belarus

Article 79. The President of the Republic of Belarus shallieeHead of State, the guarantor
of the Constitution of the Republic of Belarus, tlghts and liberties of man and citizen.

The President shall personify the unity of the arvatithe implementation of the main
guidelines of the domestic and foreign policy, Engpresent the State in the relations with
other states and international organizations. Tiesi&ent shall provide the protection of the
sovereignty of the Republic of Belarus, its natlosecurity and territorial integrity, shall
ensure its political and economic stability, coniip and interaction of bodies of state power,
shall maintain the intermediation among the bodfestate power.

The President shall enjoy immunity, and his horamd dignity shall be protected by the law.
Article 80. Any citizen of the Republic of Belarus by birthlaast 35 years of age who is

eligible to vote and has been resident in the Riépob Belarus for at least ten years to the
elections may be elected President.



Article 81. The President shall be elected directly by thepfeeof the Republic of Belarus for
a term of office of five years by universal, fregual, direct and secret ballot.

Presidential candidates shall be nominated byeritzof the Republic of Belarus where the
signatures of no less than 100,000 voters have t@kstted.

Presidential elections shall be called by the Hookdrepresentatives no later than five
months and shall be conducted no later than twotimsoprior to the expire of the term of
office of the previous President.

Where the office of the President becomes vacdedtiens shall be held no sooner than 30
days and no later than 70 days, from the day ociwthie office fell vacant.

Article 82. The elections shall be deemed to have taken plaeee over half the citizens of
the Republic of Belarus on the electoral roll htalen part in the poll.

The President shall be deemed elected where olfethbacitizens of the Republic of Belarus
who took part in the poll voted for him.

Where no candidate polls the requisite number ¢ésjavithin two weeks a second round of
voting shall be conducted between the two candsdateo obtained the largest number of
votes. The presidential candidate who obtains rtitae half the votes of those who took part
in the second poll shall be deemed to be elected.

The procedure governing the conduct of presidestedtions shall be determined by the law
of the Republic of Belarus.

Article 83. The President shall assume office after takingahewing Oath:

"Assuming the office of President of the RepubliBelarus, | solemnly swear to faithfully
serve the people of the Republic of Belarus, tpeesand safeguard the rights and liberties of
man and citizen, to abide by and protect the Cutigtn of the Republic of Belarus, and to
discharge strictly and conscientiously the loftyielsithat have been bestowed upon me".

The Oath shall be administered in a ceremoniaingetittended by members of the House of
Representatives and the Council of the Republie,jilkdges of the Constitutional, Supreme
and Economic Courts no later than two months friw@ day on which the President is

elected. The powers of the previous President séatlinate the moment the President-elect
takes the Oath.

Article 84. The President of the Republic of Belarus shall:
1) call national referenda;

2) call regular and extraordinary elections to Hoeise of Representatives, the Council of the
Republic and local representative bodies;

3) dissolve the chambers of the Parliament to tlikeroand instances determined by the
Constitution;



4) appoint six members of the Central CommissiothefRepublic of Belarus on Elections
and National Referenda;

5) form, dissolve and reorganize the Administratminthe President of the Republic of
Belarus, other bodies of state administration, e &s consultative advisory councils, other
bodies attached to the Presidency;

6) appoint the Prime minister of the Republic ofaBes with the consent of the House of
Representatives;

7) determine the structure of the Government ofRBpublic of Belarus, appoint and dismiss
the deputy Prime ministers, ministers and other bem of the Government, take the
decision on the resignation of the Governmentngra its members;

8) appoint with the consent of the Council of thepRblic the Chairperson of the
Constitutional, Supreme and Economic Courts frororagrthe judges of these courts;

9) appoint with the consent of the Council of thepRblic the judges of the Supreme and
Economic Courts, Chairperson of the Central Comionis®ef the Republic of Belarus on
Elections and National Referenda, the Procuratare@d, the Chairperson and members of
the Governing Board of the National Bank;

10) appoint six members of the Constitutional Coartd other judges of the Republic of
Belarus;

11) dismiss the Chairperson and judges of the @atishal, Supreme and Economic Courts,
the Chairperson of the Central Commission of th@uRéc of Belarus on Elections and
National Referenda, the Procurator-General, ther@igason and members of the Board of
the National Bank to the order and instances deteanby the law and to the notification of
the Council of the Republic;

12) appoint and dismiss the Chairperson of theeSapervisory Committee;

13) deliver messages to the people of the RepabBelarus on the state of the nation and on
the guidelines of the domestic and foreign policy;

14) deliver annual messages to the Parliament wdrielnot open to discussion at the sittings
of the House of Representatives and Council ofRbpublic; have the right to participate in
the sessions of Parliament and its bodies; detipeeches and addresses to Parliament at any
requested time;

15) have the right to chair the meetings of the €@oment of the Republic of Belarus;
16) appoint leading officials of bodies of statem@mistration and determine their status;
appoint official representatives of the Presidenthe Parliament and other officials whose

offices are determined by the law, unless othersgimeified in the Constitution;

17) resolve issues regarding the granting of cisbép of the Republic of Belarus, the
termination thereof and the granting of asylum;



18) institute state holidays and red-letter dagsidw state awards, ranks and titles;
19) grant pardons to convicted citizens;

20) conduct negotiations and sign internationahttes, appoint and recall diplomatic
representatives of the Republic of Belarus in fgmeicountries and at international
organizations;

21) receive the credentials and letters of redalhe accredited diplomatic representatives of
foreign countries;

22) in the event of a natural disaster, a catasgppr unrest involving violence or the threat

of violence on the part of a group of persons gaaizations that endangers peoples lives and
health or jeopardizes the territorial integrity aexistence of the State, declare a state of
emergency in the territory of the Republic of Bakor in specific areas thereof and submit
the decision to the Council of the Republic for imgwal within three days;

23) have the right, in instances specified in tw, lto defer a strike or suspend it for a period
not exceeding three months;

24) sign bills and have the right to the order deteed by the Constitution to return it or
some of its provisions with the objections to theukle of Representatives;

25) have the right to abolish acts of the Goverrtien

26) exercise supervision directly or through spbcfarmed bodies of observance of laws by
local organs of administration or self-governmemdl &iave the right to suspend decisions of
local councils of deputies, or abolish decisiondoafal executive and administrative bodies
where they do not conform to the requirements eflahv;

27) form and head the Security Council of the Répuif Belarus, and appoint and dismiss
the State Secretary of the Security Council;

28) be the Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Fordeth® Republic of Belarus; appoint and
dismiss the Supreme Command of the Armed Forces;

29) impose, in the event of military threat or elttamartial law in the territory of the
Republic of Belarus and announce general or part@ilization with the submission within
3 days of the taken decision for approval of theriil of the Republic;

30) exercise other powers entrusted to him by thes@tution and the laws.

Article 85. The President shall issue decrees and orders dmafie and in accordance with
the Constitution which are mandatory in the teryitof the Republic of Belarus.

In instances determined by the Constitution, thesiglent shall issue decrees which have the
force of the law. The President shall ensure diyemt through specially formed bodies the
execution of the decrees, orders and instructions.



Article 86. The President may not hold other offices or ree@ay monetary remuneration
other than his salary, apart from royalties for kgoof science, literature and art.

The President shall suspend his membership ofigailparties and other public associations
that pursue political goals during the whole temoffice.

Article 87. The President may tender his resignation at ang.tirhe President's resignation
shall be accepted by the House of Representatives.

Article 88. The President of the Republic of Belarus may leenaturely removed from office
where he is persistently incapable to dischargelhies on account of the state of his health.
The issue of removing the President shall be talgna resolution of the House of
Representatives adopted by a majority of no leaa tivo-thirds of the elected deputies as
determined by the Constitution and a majority of less than two-thirds of the full
composition as determined by the Constitution ef @ouncil of the Republic on the basis of
the findings of an ad hoc Commission formed byG@hambers of the Parliament.

The President may be removed from office for aétstate treason and other grave crimes.
The decision to file a charge against the Presidbatl be supported by a majority of the
whole House of Representatives on behalf of notlems one-third of the number of deputies.
The investigation of the charge shall be exercisgdthe Council of the Republic. The
President shall be deemed to be removed from affite decision is adopted by no less than
two-thirds of the full composition of the Council the Republic, and no less than two-thirds
of the full House of Representatives.

The failure of the Council of the Republic and Hewud Representatives to take a decision to
remove the President from office within a monthcsiiit was initiated shall make the move
invalid. The move to remove the President fromceffmay not be initiated in accordance
with the provision of the Constitution in the comiref the hearings on the premature
termination of the powers of Parliament.

Where the President is removed in connection vighdommission of a crime, the case shall
be examined on the merits of the charge by theé®o@iCourt.

Article 89. Whether the office of President falls vacant @ Bresident is unable to discharge
his duties to the order as determined by the Ciotistin, his power shall be transferred to the
Prime Minister until the President-elect is swarn i

Chapter 4. The Parliament - The National Assembly

Article 90. The Parliament - the National Assembly is a regmestive and legislative body of
the Republic of Belarus.

The Parliament shall consist of two chambers Hbase of Representatives and the Council
of the Republic.

Article 91. The House of Representatives shall consist of ddfuties. The election of
deputies to the House of Representatives shalbb#ed out in accordance with the law on
the basis of universal, equal, free, direct eledtsuffrage and by secret ballot.



The Council of the Republic shall be a chamberedfitorial representation. The Council of
the Republic shall consist of eight deputies frorarg region (oblast) and the city of Minsk,
elected at the meetings of deputies of local Cdsidideputies of base level of every region
(oblast) and the city of Minsk from their ranksgBi members of the Council of the Republic
shall be appointed by the President of the RepuablRelarus.

Elections for a new composition of the chamberBafiament shall be set no later than four
months and held no later than 30 days prior to @kpire of the powers of the current
Parliament.

Extraordinary elections for the chambers of thdi&aent shall be held within three months
since the premature expire of the powers of thentteais of the Parliament.

Article 92. Any citizen of the Republic of Belarus who hascresd the age of 21 may
become a deputy of the House of Representatives.

Any citizen of the Republic of Belarus who has reat the age of 30, and who has been
resident on the territory of a corresponding rediaolast), or the city of Minsk no less than
five years may become a member of the Council@Rbapublic.

A deputy of the House of Representatives shall@serone's powers in the Parliament on a
professional basis unless otherwise is determiiyetthdd Constitution. A deputy of the House
of Representatives may simultaneously be membtreobovernment.

No person may be simultaneously a member of baéimblers of the Parliament. A member
of the House of Representatives may not be a mewibarlocal Council of deputies. A

member of the Council of the Republic may not bewutianeously a member of the
Government. No person may exercise one's dutiesa anember of the House of

Representatives, or member of the Council of theuRkc and simultaneously hold the office
of President or a judge.

Article 93. The term of the Parliament shall be four years. pdwers of the Parliament may
be extended by law only in the event of a war.

The first session of Parliament after the electisimall be called by the Central Commission
on Elections and National Referenda and shall mvexmed no later than 30 days after the
elections. The countdown of the thirty day perioddalling and beginning of the first session
of the House of Representatives shall start froenddy of the second round of elections for
the new Parliament. If the second round of elestifun the House of Representatives is not
held, then the countdown of the thirty day peribdlkstart from the day of the first round of
general elections in the Republic of Belarus. Tbantdown of the thirty day period for
calling and convening the first session of the @iusf the Republic shall start from the day
of the first meeting of the deputies of the localu@cils of deputies of base level for the
elections of the members of the Council of the Réipdrom the regions (oblasts) or the city
of Minsk.

The powers of the House of Representatives or then€ll of the Republic may be terminated
prematurely to the order as determined by the @atish. With the termination of the
powers of the House of Representatives or the Gbahthe Republic, the President may



take the decision to terminate the powers of thasdoof Representatives or the Council of
the Republic consequently.

Article 94. The powers of the House of Representatives mayebrinated prematurely
where no confidence is expressed or a non-confedente is expressed to the Government,
or where the House fails twice to give its condenthe appointment of the Prime Minister.

The powers of the House of Representatives or tban@l of the Republic may be
prematurely terminated in accordance with the agich of the Constitutional Court due to
systematic and gross violation of the Constitubgrthe chambers of the Parliament.

The decision to this issue shall be taken by tlesiBent after official consultations with the
Chairs of the chambers.

The chambers may not be dissolved during a staéenefgency or martial law, in the last six
months of the term of office of the President,he tourse of proceedings of both chambers
on the premature removal of the President fronceffi

Both chambers may not be dissolved in the courskeofirst year since the first sittings were
held.

Article 95. The chambers shall hold their regular sessionsetaiyear. The first session shall
open on 2 October; its duration may not exceed&8®.dThe second session shall open on 2
April and its duration may not exceed 90 days.

If 2 October or 2 April is a non-working day, thére session shall begin its proceedings on
the first following day after the said non-workidgy.

The House of Representatives and the Council ofReublic may in instances of urgent
necessity be convened for an extraordinary sessitite request of the President, or initiative
of no less than a two-thirds majority of the futingposition of every chamber for a special
agenda.

The extraordinary sessions shall be called by dueess of the President.

Article 96. The House of Representatives shall elect fromrémks of the deputies the
Chairperson of the House and the deputy.

The Council of the Republic shall elect from theks of senators the Chairperson of the
Council of the Republic and the deputy.

The Chairpersons of the House of Representativdsttaa Council of the Republic, their
deputies shall conduct the proceedings and shalinbeharge of the regulations of the
operation of the chambers.

The House of Representatives and the Council oReyeublic shall elect from the ranks of
the deputies standing committees and other bodiesdraft laws, give preliminary
consideration to, and prepare issues that falliwvitie jurisdiction of the chambers.

Article 97. The House of Representatives shall:



1) consider draft laws put forward by the Presiderdubmitted by no less than 150 thousand
citizens of the Republic of Belarus, who are elgilbo vote, to make amendments and
alterations in the Constitution and give its intetption;

2) consider draft laws, including the guidelinestioé domestic and foreign policy of the
Republic of Belarus; the military doctrine; ratditon and denunciation of international
treaties; the fundamental concept and principlesxetution of rights, liberties and duties of
its citizens; citizenship issues, the status oéifprers and persons without citizenship; the
rights of ethnic minorities: the approval of thedgat of the republic and the account on its
implementation; the introduction of national taxeesl dues; the principles of ownership; the
basics of social security; the principles regulatiabour and employment, marriage, the
family, childhood, maternity, paternity, educatiampbringing, culture and public health;
environmental protection and the rational utilisatof natural resources; determination of the
procedure for resolving issues relating to the adstrative-territorial structure of the State;
local self-government; the administration of justand the status of judges; issues of criminal
responsibility and amnesty; declaration of war aondclusion of peace; martial law and a
state of emergency; institution of state awardrpretation of laws;

3) call elections for the Presidency;
4) grant consent to the President concerning tpeiapnent of the Prime minister;

5) consider the report of the Prime minister ongbbcy of the Government and approve or
reject it; a second rejection by the House of tbkcp of the Government shall be deemed as
an expression of non-confidence to the Government;

6) consider on the initiative of the Prime ministetall for a vote of confidence;

7) on the initiative of no less than one-third bk tfull composition of the House of
Representatives express a hon-confidence voteetGtivernment; the issue of liability of the
Government may not be discussed in the course efydar after the approval of the
Programme of government policy;

8) accept the resignation of the President;

9) be entitled with a majority of the full compasit of the House of Representatives to

forward charges of treason or of some other graveecagainst the President; on the basis of
the decision of the Council of the Republic andhwib less than a two-thirds majority of the

full composition of the House take the decisiomeimove the President from office;

10) cancel the order of the Chairperson of the ldook Representatives. The House of
Representatives may take decisions on other isghiet are determined by the Constitution.

Article 98. The Council of the Republic shall:
1) approve or reject draft laws adopted by the ldook Representatives with regard to

alterations and addenda to the Constitution; anthennterpretation of the Constitution, as
well as other draft laws;



2) give its consent for the appointment by the i@erg of the Chairperson of the
Constitutional Court, Chairperson and judges of $upreme Court, the Chairperson and
judges of the Supreme Economic Court, the Chaigmes the Central Commission on
Elections and National Referenda, the Procuratore@d, the Chairperson and members of
the National Bank;

3) elect six judges of the Constitutional Court;
4) elect six members of the Central Commission lections and National Referenda,;
5) reverse decisions of local Councils of deputibgch do not conform to legislation;

6) adopt resolution on the dissolution of local Galiof deputies where it systematically and
flagrantly violates the requirements of the law atiter instances determined by the law;

7) consider charges of treason or of some otheregcaime forwarded by the House of
Representatives against the President and takesialecon its investigation. Given the
presence of substantial evidence take the dedisioemove the President from office with no
less than two-thirds of the full composition of tHeuse;

8) consider Presidential decrees on the introdootiba state of emergency, martial law,
general or partial mobilisation no later than thdsg/s after their submission and take the
appropriate decision.

The Council of the Republic may take decisions dheo issues determined by the
Constitution.

Article 99. The right of legislative initiative shall belong the President, members of the
House of Representatives, Council of the Repuldimyernment, as well as to citizens who
are eligible to vote, in a number of no less th@fDB0, and is implemented in the House of
Representatives.

Draft laws the adoption of which may reduce statources, or increase expenditures may be
introduced in the House of Representatives only whe consent of the President or to his
assignment by the Government.

The President or to his assignment the Governniait save the right to forward proposals
in the House of Representatives and Council oR&public on the urgency of consideration
of a draft law. The House of Representatives anahCibof the Republic shall consider in the
instance the latter in the course of ten days siscgibmission.

To the request of the President or to his conséet Government, the House of
Representatives and Council of the Republic slaék tdecisions at their sessions voting in
general for the whole draft law or a part of it, igéh was forwarded by the President or
Government preserving only those amendments whiete iorwarded or accepted by the
President or Government.

Article 100. Any bill, unless otherwise specified by the Consiitn, shall be initially
considered in the House of Representatives andithiie Council of the Republic.



A bill, unless otherwise specified in the Constdnt shall become a law after its approval by
a majority of votes of the full composition of thl®use of Representatives and the Council of
the Republic.

Bills adopted by the House of Representatives $iegafient to the Council of the Republic for
consideration within five days, where they shalldemsidered within no more than twenty
days unless otherwise specified in the Constitution

A bill shall be deemed to have been approved byCitencil of the Republic provided that a
majority of votes of the full composition of the @wil of the Republic has been cast for it, or
if within twenty days, and in instances of urgenaghin ten days since its submission, the
Council of the Republic failed to consider it. Het bill is rejected by the Council of the
Republic, both chambers may form a conciliation gossion on a parity basis to overcome
the existing differences. The text of the bill deaf by the conciliatory commission shall be
submitted for approval to both chambers.

If the conciliatory commission fails to draft a cpramise bill, the President or on his
assignment the Government may request that the eHotisRepresentatives take a final
decision. The bill shall be deemed to have beeptaddoy the House of Representatives if no
less than two-thirds of its full composition hageabfor it.

A bill adopted by the House of Representatives apmtoved by the Council of the Republic,
or in the instance determined by the present aridopted by the House of Representatives
shall be submitted to the President for signaturdninv ten days. If the President is in
agreement with the bill, he shall sign it. If theefident does not return the bill within two
weeks since its submission, it shall be deemedte been signed by the President. The bill
shall not be deemed to have been signed and shaitivalid if it failed to be returned to
Parliament due to the end of the session.

If the President does not agree with the text ef bill, he shall return it together with his
objections to the House of Representatives, whitdll sconsider it with the President's
objections within thirty days. If the bill has beadopted by the House of Representatives by
no less than two-thirds of its full compositiontagether with the President's objections and
within five days shall be submitted to the Coumndithe Republic, which shall consider it for
a second hearing within twenty days. The bill shalldeemed to have been approved if no
less than two-thirds of the full composition of t@euncil of the Republic has voted for it.
The bill, after the House of Representatives aedQbuncil of the Republic have overrun the
President's objections, shall be signed by theiddeswithin five days. The bill shall become
a law even if it is not signed by the Presidenthimithe assigned time.

The President's objections to the provisions of il which are returned for a second
hearing, shall be considered to the same ordethif instance, prior to the appropriate
decision of the House of Representatives and then€ilbof the Republic the bill shall be

signed by the President and become a law with@uptbvisions which have been rejected by
the President.

Article 101. To the proposal of the President, the House ofré&gmtatives and the Council
of the Republic may adopt a law supported by a ntgjof the full composition of both
chambers, delegating to him legislative powersssueé decrees which have the power of a



law. The latter shall determine the subject of idmie and the term of the powers of the
President to issue such decrees.

There shall be no delegation of powers to the Beesito issue decrees which provide
alterations and addenda to the Constitution anmhtéspretation; alteration and addendum of
policy laws; the approval of the national budget aan account of its implementation
alterations with regard to the election of the Rst and Parliament, limitation of

constitutional rights and liberties of the citizefitie law on delegating legislative powers to
the President shall not permit him alteration of 8aid law, nor shall it permit to adopt
regulations which are retroactive.

In instances of necessity the President may peltgomatiate or to the proposal of the
Government may issue temporary decrees which Hes@dwer of law. If such decrees are
issued on the initiative of the Government, thegllsbe signed by the Prime minister.
Temporary decrees shall be submitted for furth@raml within three days of their adoption
to the House of Representatives, and then to thm@loof the Republic. These decrees shall
be valid if they are not rejected by a majoritynof fewer than two-thirds of votes of the full
composition of both chambers. The chambers maylatgthrough legislation issues which
have emerged due to decrees, which have beenlzdxblis

Article 102. The deputies of the House of Representatives amdlars of the Council of the
Republic shall enjoy immunity in the expressiorthair views and execution of their powers.
This shall not refer to charges of slander andlinsu

During the period they exercise their powers theuties and the members of Council of the
Republic may be arrested or deprived of persobalty in other manner only with the prior
consent of the appropriate chamber with the exoepf instances of high treason, or some
other grave crime, as well as detention at thevdiere the crime was committed.

A criminal case involving a deputy of the HouseRépresentatives or a member of the
Council of the Republic shall be tried by the SupeeCourt.

Article 103. Sittings of the chambers shall be open. The chasnipethe instance of state
interests, may take the decision to hold a clossdien by majority of the full composition of
the corresponding chamber. The President, his septatives, the Prime minister and
members of the Government shall address the sessidrof turn as many times as they deem
it necessary.

One sitting monthly shall be reserved for questiore to the Government for the deputies of
the Houses of Representatives and members of thec@of the Republic.

A deputy of the House of Representatives, or membéhe Council of the Republic shall
have the right to make an inquiry to the Prime stam or members of the Government and
the heads of state bodies which are formed orexdeby Parliament. The inquiry shall be
included in the agenda of the chamber. The answinetinquiry shall be given within twenty
days of the current session to the order determyetie chamber of the Parliament.

The sitting of the chamber shall be deemed qudlifiéo less than two-thirds of the number
of elected deputies of the Houses of Representativemembers of the Council of the
Republic are present.



Voting in the House of Representatives and Couatithe Republic shall be open and
exercised by the deputy of the House or membédreoCouncil of the Republic in person by a
'yes' vote or a 'nay' vote. A secret vote shallhb& only in the instance of addressing
personnel issues.

Article 104. Decisions of the House of Representatives shaiaken by laws or enactments.
Enactments of the House of Representatives shalkmn with regard to issues of order and
supervision.

The decisions of the Council of the Republic shaltaken in the form of enactments.

The decisions of the chambers shall be deemedv® been adopted by a majority of the full
composition of the chambers unless otherwise spddifi the Constitution.

Laws with regard to basic guidelines of domestid &oreign policy of the Republic of
Belarus and military doctrine thereof shall be e¢dered of policy character and shall be
deemed to have been adopted provided that a twasthajority of elected deputies of both
chambers has voted for them.

The laws shall be published immediately after ts@nature and shall become valid ten days
after their publication unless the law determineetler term. The decrees of the President
shall come into force to the same order therein.

The law shall have no retrospective action unlesgtenuates or revokes the responsibility of
citizens.

Article 105. The procedure governing the activities of the HooERepresentatives, Council
of the Republic, the bodies thereof and the deputied members of the Council of the
Republic shall be determined by the Rules of Proeedf the chambers, which shall be
signed by the Chairpersons of the chambers.

Chapter 5. The Government - The Council of Ministes of the Republic of Belarus

Article 106. Executive power in the Republic of Belarus shall &eercised by the
Government - the Council of Ministers of the Repaiblf Belarus - the central body of state
administration.

The Government in its activity shall be accountatdethe President of the Republic of
Belarus and responsible to the Parliament of theuBl&c of Belarus.

The Government shall relinquish powers to the Besgielect of the Republic of Belarus.

The Government of the Republic of Belarus shallstginof the Prime minister, his deputies
and ministers. The heads of other central bodiestaiEé administration may be members of
the Government.

The Prime minister shall be appointed by the Pesgidf the Republic of Belarus with the
consent of the House of Representatives. The decis this order shall be taken by the
House of Representatives within two weeks sincentbmination of the candidacy of the
Prime minister. If the House of Representativesatsjthe submitted nomination of the Prime



minister twice, the President shall appoint thengcPrime minister on his own, and dissolve
the House of Representatives and call new elections

The Prime minister shall manage the activitieshefGovernment. The Prime minister shall:

1) manage directly the activities of the Governmamdl hold personal responsibility for its
activities;

2) sign the acts of the Government;

3) submit to Parliament a report on the Programmthe® Government within two months
after his appointment, and in the instance of égation submit the second report on the
Programme of the Government within two months;

4) inform the President on the basic guidelinethefactivities of the Government, and on all
the most important decisions;

5) exercise other functions connected with the miggdion and activities of the Government.

The Government or any member therein shall beledtiio tender the resignation to the
President, if he deems it impossible to dischangeduties entrusted to him. The Government
shall tender its resignation to the President éf House of Representatives has passed a vote
of no confidence to the Government.

The Prime minister may request from the House qir&sentatives a vote of confidence with
regard to the governmental Programme or any oserei submitted to the House. If a non-
confidence vote is passed by the House of Repratbesg, the President shall be entitled to
accept the resignation of the Government, or digsthle House of Representatives within ten
days, and call on holding new elections. If thagmstion of the Government is rejected the
latter shall continue to discharge its duties.

The President shall be entitled to take the detisio the resignation of the Government on
his own initiative, and dismiss any member of thev&nment.

In the instance of the resignation of the Goverrinoéthe Republic of Belarus or termination
of its powers, the latter on the assignment ofRressident shall continue to hold office until a
new Government shall have been formed.

Article 107. The Government of the Republic of Belarus shall:

administer the system of subordinate bodies ofestatministration and other executive
organs;

elaborate the basic guidelines of the domestic farglgn policy, and take measures to its
implementation;

elaborate and submit to the President for furtlagligmentary consideration the draft national
budget and an account of its implementation;



ensure the execution of a uniform economic, finanaredit and monetary policy, and state
policy in the field of science, culture, educatidmalth care, ecology, social security and
remuneration for labour;

take measures to secure the rights and libertieginéns, safeguard the interests of the state,
national security and defence, protection of prgpemaintain public order and eliminate
crime;

act on behalf of property owner with regard to ssehich are the sole property of the
Republic of Belarus, and exercise management td ptaperty;

ensure the implementation of the Constitution léves, decrees, edicts and instructions of the
President;

repeal acts of ministries and other central bodfestate administration; exercise other powers
entrusted to him by the Constitution, laws and attbe President.

Article 108. The Government of the Republic of Belarus shalliésacts, that have binding

force in the entire territory of the Republic ofl&®is. The Prime minister shall issue orders
which are under his jurisdiction. The competencetief Government and the procedure
governing its activities shall be determined on blasis of the Constitution and the Law on
the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus

Chapter 6. The Courts

Article 109. The courts shall exercise judicial power in the @#jg of Belarus. The judicial
system shall be based upon the principles of ¢er@itdelineation and specialization.

The judicial system in the Republic of Belarus kbaldetermined by the law. The formation
of special courts shall be prohibited.

Article 110. In administering justice judges shall be indepandend subordinate to law
alone.

Any interference in judges' activities in the adistiration of justice shall be impermissible
and liable to legal action.

Article 111. Judges may not engage in business activities dorpe any paid work, apart
from teaching and scientific research.

The grounds for electing (appointing) judges arelrtdismissal shall be determined by the
law.

Article 112. The courts shall administer justice on the basithefConstitution, the laws and
other enforceable enactments adopted in accordaapawith.

If, during the hearing of a specific case, a camancludes that an enforceable enactment is
contrary to the Constitution, it shall make a rglim accordance with the Constitution and

raise, under the established procedure, the isswehether the enforceable enactment in

guestion should be deemed unconstitutional.



Article 113. Cases before a court shall be tried collegialhd a the instances specified in
law, by judges individually.

Article 114. The trial of cases in all courts shall be opere Tkaring of cases in closed court
session shall be permitted only in the instancesipd in law and in accordance with all the
rules of legal procedure.

Article 115. Justice shall be administered on the basis ofatheersarial proceedings and
equality of the parties involved in the trial. Thaings of courts are mandatory for all citizens
and officials.

The parties and the persons have the right to appkags, sentences and other judicial
decisions.

Article 116. Supervision of the constitutionality of enforcealginactments of the state shall
be exercised by the Constitutional Court of theuddip of Belarus.

The Constitutional Court of the Republic of Belasinsll be formed of 12 judges from among
highly qualified specialists in the field of lawha as a rule have a scientific degree.

Six Judges of the Constitutional Court shall becamed by the President of the Republic of
Belarus and six elected by the Council of the Ré&pubhe Chairperson of the Constitutional

Court shall be appointed by the President withcthregsent of the Council of the Republic. The
term of the members of the Constitutional Courtllshe 11 years, and the permissible age
limit shall be 70 years.

The Constitutional Court on the recommendationthefPresident of the Republic of Belarus,
the House of Representatives, the Council of theuBlkc, the Supreme Court of the Republic
of Belarus, the Supreme Economic Court of the Repualb Belarus, the Cabinet of Ministers
of the Republic of Belarus shall produce a rulimg o

the conformity of laws, decrees and edicts of tresigent, international agreements and other
obligations of the Republic of Belarus to the Cdosbn and other instruments of
international law ratified by the Republic of Belar

the conformity of instruments of interstate formas of which the Republic of Belarus is
part, edicts of the President of the Republic ofaBes which are issued to the execution of
the law, the Constitution, the laws, decrees asttuments of international law ratified by the
Republic of Belarus;

the conformity of the decisions of the Council oinMdters and orders of the Supreme Court,
the Supreme Economic Court, Procurator-Generddgdonstitution, laws and instruments of
international law ratified by the Republic of Belar laws, decrees and edicts;

the conformity of enactments of any other stateyldodhe Constitution, laws and decrees as
well as to the laws and instruments of internatidena ratified by the Republic of Belarus.

Enforceable enactments or their particular provisiazvhich are considered unconstitutional
shall be deemed invalid to the order determinethbyaw.



In instances specified by the Constitution, the Situtional Court with regard to the proposal
of the President shall give its conclusion on thespnce of instances of systematic or flagrant
violation of the Constitution of the Republic ofIBris by the chambers of Parliament.

The competence, organization and procedure gowgrthi@ activities of the Constitutional
Court shall be determined by the law.

Section 5. Local Government and Self-Government

Article 117. Citizens shall exercise local government and gelWfernment through local
councils of deputies, executive and administrateelies, bodies of public territorial self-
government, local referenda, assemblies and otversf of direct participation in state and
public affairs.

Article 118. Local councils of deputies shall be elected by titezens of the relevant
administrative-territorial units for a four-yearns

Article 119. The heads of local executive and administrativedid® shall be appointed and
dismissed by the President of the Republic of Beslar to the order determined by the latter,
and their appointment shall be subject to the aggraf the local councils of deputies.

Article 120. Local councils of deputies and executive and adtmative bodies shall, within
the limits of their competence, resolve issuesooél significance, proceeding from national
interests and the interests of the people who edsithe relevant territory, and implement the
decisions of higher state bodies.

Article 121. The following shall fall exclusively within the ebusive competence of the local
councils of deputies:

the approval of programmes of economic and so@akelkbpment, and local budgets and
accounts;

the setting of local taxes and dues in accordanitetie law;

the determination, within the limits specified bgw, of the procedure governing the
management and disposal of municipal property;

the calling of local referenda.

Article 122. Local councils of deputies and executive and adstrative bodies shall, on the
basis of existing laws, adopt decisions that handibg force in the relevant territory.

Decisions of local councils of deputies that arsetary to the law shall be reversed by higher
representative bodies.

Decisions of local executive and administrativehauties that are contrary to the law shall be
reversed by the relevant councils of deputies, soipexecutive and administrative bodies
and the President of the Republic of Belarus.



Decisions of local councils of deputies and theieaitive and administrative bodies that
restrict or violate civil rights and liberties atite legitimate interests of citizens, and in other
instances specified in law, may be challengedaaouat of law.

Article 123. Where a local council of deputies systematicallyflagrantly violates the
requirements of the law, it may be dissolved by @wmeincil of the Republic. Other grounds
for the premature termination of the powers of lamauncils of deputies shall be determined
by the law.

Article 124. The competence and the procedure governing thablestment and activities of
bodies of local government and self-governmentl sfsatletermined by the law.

Section 6. The Procurator's Office. The State Supgisory Committee
Chapter 7. Procurator's Office

Article 125. The Procurator-General of the Republic of Belaamsl subordinate public
prosecutors shall be entrusted to supervise tiet atrd unified implementation of the laws,
decrees, regulations and other enforceable enatdmigyn ministers and other bodies
subordinate to the Council of Ministers, as welllgslocal representative and executive
bodies, enterprises, organizations, establishmpubdic associations, officials and citizens.

The Procurator's office shall exercise supervisower the implementation of the laws
determining the execution of the verdicts of thert®in civil, criminal and administrative
cases in instances determined by the law, as wedhall carry out preliminary investigation
and support state charges in the courts.

Article 126. The Procurator-General shall head the unified @mralized system of bodies
of the Procurator's office, and shall be appoirtgdthe President with the consent of the
Council of the Republic.

The subordinate public prosecutors shall be appdiby the Procurator-General.

Article 127. The Procurator-General and subordinate publicysedors shall be independent
in the exercise of their powers and guided by #ggslation. The Procurator-General shall be
accountable to the President.

Article 128. The competence, organization and procedure gawgthie activities of bodies
of the Procurator's office shall be determinedhzylaw.

Chapter 8. The State Supervisory Committee

Article 129. The Supervisory Authority shall monitor the implemtation of the national

budget, the use of public property and the implaaten of the acts of the President,
Parliament, Government and other state bodies gmgepublic property relationships and
economic, financial and tax relations.

Article 130. The State Supervisory Committee shall be formedthmy President. The
Chairperson of the State Supervisory Committed bleahppointed by the President.



Article 131. The competence, organization and procedure gowgthmactivities of the State
Supervisory Committee shall be determined by the la

Section 7. Financial and Credit System of the Replib of Belarus
Article 132. The financial and credit system of the RepublicBelarus shall include the
budget system, the banking system, as well asitia@dial resources of non-budget funds,

funds of enterprises, establishments, organizatowscitizens.

A unified fiscal, tax, credit and currency polichadl be pursued in the territory of the
Republic of Belarus.

Article 133. The budget system of the Republic of Belarus shalude the national budget
and local budgets.

Budget revenue shall be raised from the taxes peécn law, other mandatory payments, as
well as other receipts.

National expenditure shall be covered by the natibndget on its expenditure side.
In accordance with the law, non-budgetary funds beygreated in the Republic of Belarus.

Article 134. The procedure for drawing up, approving and im@etimg budgets and public
non-budgetary funds shall be determined by the law.

Article 135. A national account shall be submitted to the Baréint for consideration no later
than five months from the end of the fiscal yearewmew.

Local accounts shall be submitted to the relevanincils of deputies for the consideration
within time specified in law.

National and local accounts shall be published.

Article 136. The banking system of the Republic of Belarus Isbahsist of the National
Bank of the Republic of Belarus and other bankse National Bank shall regulate credit
relations and monetary circulation, determine ttee@dure for making payments and have an
exclusive right to issue money.

Section 8. The Application of the Constitution of lhe Republic of Belarus
and the Procedure for Amending the Constitution

Article 137. The Constitution shall have the supreme legalefot@ws, decrees, edicts and
other instruments of state bodies shall be promethan the basis of, and in accordance with
the Constitution of the Republic of Belarus.

Where there is a discrepancy between a law, deoreedict and the Constitution, the
Constitution shall apply.

Where there is a discrepancy between a decreeidradl a law, the law shall apply when
the powers for the promulgation of the decree artedere provided by the law.



Article 138. The issue of amending and supplementing the Gaheh shall be considered
by the chambers of the Parliament on the initiatfethe President or of no fewer than
150,000 citizens of the Republic of Belarus whodigible to vote.

Article 139. A law on amending and supplementing the Consbituthay be adopted after it
has been debated and approved twice by both charob#re Parliament with at least a three
months' interval.

The Constitution shall not be amended or suppleetehy the Parliament during a state of
emergency or the last six months of the term oHbase of Representatives.

Article 140. The Constitution, laws on amendments and adddmel@tb, on the entry into

force of the said laws and instruments on the pm&tation of the Constitution shall be
deemed to have been adopted where no less thathinde-of the elected deputies of both
chambers of the Parliament have voted in favouhexin.

The Constitution may be amended or supplemented xederendum. A decision to amend or
supplement the Constitution by means of a referendball be deemed adopted where a
majority of citizens on the electoral roll have edin favour of it.

Sections 1, 2, 4, 8 of the Constitution may be msmtered only by means of a referendum.
Section 9. Final and Transitional Clauses

Article 141. The 1994 Constitution of the Republic of Belaragather with the alterations

and addenda, adopted at the national referenduenpfiisent Constitution) shall enter into
force on the day on which it is promulgated, afiann the specific provisions thereof, that
are to enter into force under the procedure andhattimes specified in the present
Constitution. Simultaneously the Law of the Repubdf Belarus "On the Procedure
Governing the Entry into Force of the Constitutadfithe Republic of Belarus” shall cease to

apply.

Article 142. The laws, decrees and other acts which were apptiehe territory of the
Republic of Belarus prior to the entry into fordetlme present Constitution shall apply in the
particular parts thereof that are not contraryhi €onstitution of the Republic of Belarus.

Article 143. Within a month of the entry into force of the Coingion of the Republic of
Belarus the Supreme Council of the Republic of Belaand the President of the Republic of
Belarus shall form the House of Representatives feanong the deputies of the Supreme
Council who were elected by the appointed datdefreferendum held in 1996. The deputies
of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Belarhallsretain their powers within the term
stipulated by the present Constitution. The terrtheir powers shall be assessed from the day
on which the present Constitution enters into force

The Council of the Republic shall be formed to dheer specified in Article 91 of the present
Constitution.

If within the assigned time the House of Repredew@s is not formed due to controversies
between the President and the Supreme Councilptheer shall in accord with clauses 2 and



3 of Article 84 of the present Constitution disslthe Supreme Council and call on new
elections to Parliament.

Article 144. The President of the Republic of Belarus shadinehis powers. The term of his
powers shall be assessed from the day on whicprédsent Constitution enters into force.

Article 145. The Government of the Republic of Belarus shadireise its duties and powers
from the day on which the present Constitution enitgo force.

Article 146. The President, Parliament and the Government mithio months since the
present Constitution enters into force shall forssigned bodies of power to the order as
determined by the present Constitution, unlessraibe specified by part 3 of Article 143 of
the Constitution.

President

of the Republic of Belarus A.Lukashenko

27 November 1996

Minsk

*unofficial translation*



