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Pursuant to Article 88 of the Constitution of thepgRblic of Croatia, | hereby issue the

DECISION

PROMULGATING THE ACT ON THE STATE ELECTORAL
COMMISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA

| hereby promulgate the Act on the State Elect@@ainmission of the Republic of Croatia,
passed by the Croatian Parliament at its sessi@idviarch 2006.

Class: 011-01/06-01/01
Reg. No: 71-05-03/1-06-2
Zagreb, 4 April 2006

The President of the Republic of Croatia

Stjepan Mesk, m.p.

ACT

ON THE STATE ELECTORAL COMMISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF
CROATIA

1. INTRODUCTORY PROVISIONS
Article 1

This Act regulates the establishment of the Stdéet&ral Commission of the Republic of
Croatia (hereinafter: the Commission), its compasijtthe means of electing its Chairperson,
Vice-Chairpersons and members, its scope of agtinethods of work and decision-making,
relations with citizens, bodies and institutionstlie Republic of Croatia, co-operation with
international organisations and institutions, aridep matters of significance related to the
scope of activity of the Commission.

Article 2

The Commission is a permanent, independent stady ldnich acts within its scope of

activity in accordance with this Act and other lasggulating the election of representatives
to the Croatian Parliament, the President of th@uBkc of Croatia, members of the

representative bodies of units of local and temiato(regional) self-government, heads of
municipalities, mayors, county prefects and the dtagf the City of Zagreb, members of

councils and representatives of national minoriiresinits of local and territorial (regional)

self-government, and the holding of state, local advisory referenda.



The seat of the Commission is in Zagreb.

2. COMPOSITION OF THE COMMISSION AND ELECTION OF BHCHAIRPERSON,
VICE-CHAIRPERSONS AND MEMBERS

a) Composition of the Commission
Article 3

The Commission consists in its permanent compositth the Chairperson, two Vice-
Chairpersons and four other members.

The Chairperson of the Commission, two Vice-Chaspas and four other members are
elected for a term of eight years, according tonieans and procedure defined by this Act.

b) Chairperson of the Commission
Article 4

The Chairperson of the Commission is elected framoray candidates who meet the
requirements for election, by a majority vote dfrapresentatives of the Croatian Parliament,
for a term of eight years.

The Chairperson of the Commission is elected orbéses of a public invitation.

The committee of the Croatian Parliament respoesiiolr elections and appointments
establishes a proposal of the decision to appbeChairperson of the Commission.

The mandate of the Chairperson of the Commissiafi Begin on the day he or she takes up
his or her appointment. The day of the commenceroktiie appointment is determined by
the decision on the election.

Article 5

The Chairperson of the Commission must be a cittfetihe Republic of Croatia residing in
territory of the Republic of Croatia, with the gealeright to election, who is a law graduate
with 12 years of work experience in the field ofrJ&knowledge of the political and electoral
systems and who is not a member of any politicetlypa

Article 6

The Chairperson represents the Commission, actts drehalf, directs its work, determines
measures and procedures in accordance with hisiotelgal powers and undertakes the
activities necessary to ensure the unhindered)aegarformance of tasks within the scope of
the Commission.



¢) Vice-Chairpersons and members of the Commission
Article 7

The Vice-Chairpersons and other members of the Gesnom are elected by a majority vote
of all representatives of the Croatian Parliament & term of eight years. One Vice-
Chairperson and two members are proposed for efetty the majority political party or
coalition, and the other Vice-Chairperson and twenthers are proposed for election by the
opposition political parties or coalitions, in aodance with the party structure of the Croatian
Parliament at the time of the election.

The mandate of the Vice-Chairpersons and other raesnibegins on the day they take up
their appointment. The day of the commencemenheif appointment is determined by the
decision on the election of the Vice-Chairpersonsiembers of the Commission.

Article 8

The Vice-Chairpersons and members of the Commigsiast be citizens of the Republic of
Croatia residing in the territory of the RepublicQroatia, with the general right to election,
who are law graduates with 10 years of work expegen the field of law, knowledge of the
political and electoral systems and who are not be¥mof any political party.

Article 9

The procedure to elect the Chairperson, Vice-Ckasgns and other members of the
Commission is initiated and carried out by the cottee of the Croatian Parliament
responsible for elections and appointments, in@arwe with this Act and other regulations.

3. SWEARING-IN OF THE CHAIRPERSON, VICE-CHAIRPERSGN
AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION

Article 10

Before taking up their appointments, the Chairperstce-Chairpersons and members of the
Commission shall be sworn in before the PresidétiteoCroatian Parliament. The oath shall
take the following form:

"l swear upon my honour that in carrying out théiekiof a member of the State Electoral
Commission | will respect the Constitution and law$he Republic of Croatia and that | will
fulfil my duties conscientiously and impartially."

4. SCOPE OF THE COMMISSION
Article 11

The Commission shall carry out activities presdfity the laws regulating the election of
representatives to the Croatian Parliament, theidRet of the Republic of Croatia, members
of the representative bodies of units of local &ardtorial (regional) self-government, heads
of municipalities, mayors, county prefects and Mweyor of the City of Zagreb, members of
councils and representatives of national minoritresinits of local and territorial (regional)
self-government, and the holding of state, local advisory referenda.



Along with the activities listed in paragraph 1tbis Article, the Commission shall also carry
out the following activities:

- presenting opinions on additions and improvemémtslectoral legislation and legislation

regulating referenda,

- appointing members of county electoral commissiand the city electoral commission of
the City of Zagreb

- training members of electoral commissions androgsions for holding referenda in units

of local and territorial (regional) self-government

— informing citizens on the holding of electionsdatihe opportunities for exercising and
protecting electoral rights in the election progess

— determining the method of keeping records andighibg material concerning the holding

of elections and referenda,

— publishing periodical expert publications pertagnto the electoral system, holding of
elections and practice,

— submitting reports to the competent authoritieshe holding of elections and referenda,

— determining the organisation of the Expert Servaf the Commission, electing the

Commission's Secretary and his or her deputy,

- carrying out co-operation within the country amath international organisations and

institutions in the area of electoral legislatiordalections in general,

- submitting to the Croatian Parliament reportsetections or referenda held, within 60 days
of the publication of the official results of thieetions,

- carrying out other duties prescribed by spe@gltations.

5. RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF THE CHAIRPERSON, VICEHAIRPERSONS
AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION

Article 12
The Chairperson, Vice-Chairpersons and membetseo€bommission are state functionaries.

During the period of performing their duties, théna@person, Vice-Chairpersons and
members of the Commission are entitled to recealaries and other material rights, in
accordance with the law regulating the obligatiand rights of state functionaries.

Article 13

During the period of performing their duties, théna@person, Vice-Chairpersons and
members of the Commission may not carry out angropiofessional duties, nor any duties
which would bring their impartiality into questiolarm their moral integrity and public
reputation, nor any duty which might influence tecurrence of circumstances linked to
conflicts of interest, in accordance with the laggulating the avoidance of conflicts of
interest in the Republic of Croatia.

Article 14

The Chairperson, Vice-Chairpersons and membershef Gommission may carry out
scientific and expert work and research, publighegixand scientific publications, participate
in expert and scientific gatherings, in the draftof regulations, and voluntarily participate in
the work of humanitarian, cultural and sportingogsstions.



6. PREMATURE TERMINATION OF THE MANDATE OF THE CHARPERSON, VICE-
CHAIRPERSONS AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION BEFORHE END OF THE
REGULAR TERM

Article 15

The mandates of the Chairperson, Vice-Chairperaodsmembers of the Commission shall
be terminated prematurely in the case of deathtbey are relieved of their duties.

The Chairperson, Vice-Chairpersons and membersiefCommission shall be relieved of
their duties:

— at their own request,

— if they are no longer able to carry out theinelsit

— if they are sentenced to prison for the commissitca crime,

— if they fail to fulfil one of the conditions regad for election,

— if they fail to carry out their duties in acconda with the law and the Rules of Procedure of
the Commission,

— if they become candidates for election.

The existence of grounds for prematurely relievilmg Chairperson, Vice-Chairpersons and
members of the Commission of their duties shallcbafirmed by the committee of the
Croatian Parliament responsible for elections apdostments. The decision to relieve
members of the Commission of their duties shalltilkeen by a majority vote of all
representatives of the Croatian Parliament.

Article 16

If the Chairperson, Vice-Chairpersons and membetiseoCommission seek to be relieved of
their duties and the Croatian Parliament does as$  decision to do so within three months
of the submission of the request, the duties of @mairperson, Vice-Chairpersons and
members of the Commission shall cease by virtuawfat the expiry of three months from
the submission of the request.

A court which has passed a prison sentence isaabtig deliver the legally effective judgment
to the committee of the Croatian Parliament resipdafor elections and appointments
without delay.

Article 17

In exceptional circumstances, should electionsetgrenda be announced and the Croatian
Parliament is not in session, or has been disspbsd the conditions in Article 15 of this Act
have been fulfilled, the decision to relieve theal@erson, Vice-Chairpersons or members of
the Commission of their duties or to elect a nevai@ierson, Vice-Chairpersons or members
of the Commission shall be made by the Constitali@ourt of the Republic of Croatia.

In the case of paragraph 1 of this Article, the €uational Court shall appoint the
Chairperson, Vice-Chairpersons or members of thenr@ission from among the ranks of
Supreme Court judges of the Republic of Croatia.



A Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson or member of then@dssion appointed pursuant to the
provisions of paragraph 1 of this Article shall foem his or her duties without an
employment contract in the Commission.
The mandate of a Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson ember of the Commission appointed
pursuant to the provisions of paragraph 1 of thigcke shall be terminated upon the taking
up of duties by a Chairperson, Vice-Chairpersoomember of the Commission elected in
accordance with Articles 4 and 7 of this Act.
7. THE COMMISSION'S METHODS OF WORK AND DECISION-MANG

Article 18
The decisions of the Commission are made at iS@es
The sessions of the Commission shall be public.

Article 19

The Chairperson of the Commissions convenes aritsdha session of the Commission.

Should the Chairperson be prevented from attendiegyr she shall appoint one of the Vice-
Chairpersons to deputise for him or her.

A Vice-Chairperson may convene and chair a sessidhe Commission if authorised to do
so by the Chairperson of the Commission.

Article 20
The Commissions makes decisions by a majority @btdl members.

8. CO-OPERATION OF THE COMMISSION WITH OTHER BODIESND
INSTITUTIONS

Article 21

The Commission shall establish co-operation witpegkbodies and associations founded in
the Republic of Croatia and with international gngations and institutions.

9. THE COMMISSION'S RULES OF PROCEDURE
Article 22

The methods of work and decision-making of the Cassion shall be regulated by the
Commission's Rules of Procedure (hereinafter: Rhkes").

The Rules shall be adopted at a session of the @gsian by a majority vote of all members
of the Commission and published in the Official Gite.



10. EXPERT SERVICE OF THE COMMISSION
Article 23
The Commission shall have an expert service, eskad to carry out expert tasks within the

scope of the Commission, and administrative antdnieal tasks, the performance of which
will facilitate the regular, unhindered work of tG®@mmission.

The Rules on the internal organisation of the expervice (hereinafter: "the Rules") shall
regulate the internal organisation and methods akvef the expert service, posts and job
descriptions, the exact number of civil servantsl avil service employees, and the
professional and other conditions required forgassient to posts.

The regulations relating to civil servants and Icsarvice employees shall apply to those
employed in the expert service.

The Rules in paragraph 2 of this Article shall be@ted by the Commission by a majority
vote of all its members.

Article 24

The Secretary of the Commission (hereinafter: "Beeretary”) is the head of the expert
service.

The Secretary directs the expert service, guiddsaéigns the work of the expert service and
is answerable to the Commission for the work ofekyert service.

The Secretary is elected by the Commission by eonityjvote of all members of the
Commission, after public advertising of the pastaccordance with the provisions of the law
regulating the recruitment of civil servants inbe Civil Service.

In relation to the expert service, the Secretary thee status of Head of a body of state
administration.

The Commission may decide that the Secretary shHtaud a deputy, elected in the same way
and under the same conditions as the Secretary.

Article 25

The Secretary of the Commission and his or her gepay not be members of any political
party.

11. FUNDS FOR THE WORK OF THE STATE ELECTORAL COMS®BION
Article 26

Funds for the work of the Commission are ensurethénState Budget of the Republic of
Croatia.



The Chairperson of the Commission decides on thgilglition and use of funds for the work
of the Commission in accordance with the State Budg

The Chairperson of the Commission is responsibtettie lawful use of the funds of the
Commission.

12. TRANSITIONAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS
Article 27

On the day of the entry into force of this Act, threvisions of Articles 45, 46 and 47 of the
Act on the Election of Representatives to the GaoaParliament (Official Gazette nos.
116/99, 109/00, 53/03 and 69/03 — revised textl] skase to apply.

On the day of the entry into force of this Act, fhevisions of Article 21, paragraph 1 of the
Act on the Election of the President of the Republi Croatia (Official Gazette nos. 22/92,
71/97 and 69/04) shall cease to apply.

On the day of the entry into force of this Act, fw®vision of Article 30, paragraphs 2, 3, 4
and 5 of the Act on the Election of Members of Rspntative Bodies in Units of Local and
Territorial (Regional) Self-government (Official @stte nos. 33/01, 10/02, 155/02, 45/03,
43/04, 40/05 and 44/05 — revised text) shall ceas@ply.

On the day of the entry into force of this Act, theovision of Article 13 of the Act on
Referenda and Other Forms or Individual Particgratn the Performance of State Authority
and Local Self-government (Official Gazette nog983and 92/01) shall cease to apply.

Article 28

The committee of the Croatian Parliament respoedibt elections and appointments shall
publish a public invitation for the election of tidhairperson of the Commission within 30
days of the entry into force of this Act. The Corttee in Article 1 of this Act is obliged,
within 90 days at the latest of the entry into @wmf this Act, to propose to the Croatian
Parliament persons suitable for election to thetpos of Chairperson, Vice-Chairpersons
and members of the Commission, in accordance WwishAct.

Article 29

The State Electoral Commission appointed accorttinggulations in force on the day of the
entry into force of this Act shall continue its Wwauntil the election of a new Commission
according to the provisions of this Act.

Article 30
The Rules of Procedure of the Commission and tltén@nce on the Internal Organisation of

the Expert Service shall be adopted within 60 dafsthe Commission taking up its
appointment.



Article 31

This Act shall enter into force on the eighth deyni the date of its publication in the Official
Gazette.

Class: 013-03/05-01/01
Zagreb, 31 March 2006

THE CROATIAN PARLIAMENT
The President of tbe Croatian Parliament
Vladimir Seks, m.p.



