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The will of the people is the foundation of thets®power.

This will is expressed by free elections condugtedodically based on an universal, equal,
direct, secret and freely expressed vote.

The state guarantees the expression of a citiree'svill by defending the democratic principles
and the norms of electoral laws. This Code estadtiserms and conditions for organizing and
conducting elections of the Parliament of the Répul§ Moldova, the local public
administration authorities, and organizing and emticig referenda.

Parliament adopts this Code.

Titlel.
General Definitionsand Principles
Chapter 1. General Definitions And Principles

Article 1. General Definitions Used in this Code
For purposes of this Code, the following terms hitneeindicated meanings:

"Electoral poster” refers to the appeals, statemygttotographs and other materials used by
electoral contestants for purposes of pre-eled@&npaigning.

"Pre-election Campaigning" refers to the preparaéind distribution of information seeking to
persuade the voters to vote for one or anothetacontestant.

"Voter" refers to a citizen of the Republic of Mold eligible to vote.

“Voters register” refers to the list of citizenstbe Republic of Moldova with voting right, which
comprises further useful data in order to ensuee fharticipation in the elections.

"Election”, unless specified otherwise, refersi® ¢lection of members of Parliament and the
local public administration bodies, or conductingeerendum. It also stands for the actions of
citizens, parties, other socio-political organiga$i, electoral and other state bodies concerning
the preparation of voters’ lists, the nomination aggistration of candidates, pre-electoral
campaigning, voting and the tabulation of resassyell as for other election-related actions
under current laws.

"General elections” refers to any type of electioosducted within one day - Sunday, or any
other day - indicated in the decree establishiegitte of elections, throughout the entire
territory of the republic.

"Early elections" refers to the elections of thective body in the event of mandate’s ending
before term, dissolution or territorial-adminisivatreorganisation.



"Electoral campaign” refers to the time periodakd for activities aimed at persuading the
voters to cast their votes for one or another @atdi commencing for each electoral contestant
on the day he/she is registered with the Centedtiein Commission or district electoral council,
and ending on the day of his/her exclusion froncteda process or on the election day.

"Candidate" refers to an individual who runs fored@ctive public position on behalf of parties,
other socio-political organisations, as well aspendently.

"Independent candidate" refers to an individual wings for an elective public position,
independently of parties, other socio-politicalantpations.

"Electoral district" refers to an administrative&loral unit where elections and referendums are
organized and conducted.

"Code of Conduct" refers to a convention conclubdetiveen electoral competitors and
representatives of mass-media regarding the mgddliinfolding and coverage of the electoral
campaign in a way that excludes the harming ofithgmd reputation of electoral competitors.

"Electoral contestants" refers:

in a parliamentary election, to independent candglaegistered with the Central Election
Commission, as well as to parties, other sociotipaliorganisations whose lists of candidates
have been registered with the Central Election Casion;

in local elections, to parties, other socio-paditiorganisations, and individuals running for the
position of mayor or councillor to the local councegistered by competent district electoral
councils.

"Complaint” refers to a request to cancel or reaisect, a decision or an action.

"Central Election Commission" refers to the commoissppointed to ensure election policies
implementation, proper election administration, arfich operates permanently under this
Code.

"Nomination of Candidates" refers to a proceduraddption by parties and socio-political
organizations of decisions regarding candidatureglective positions, unfolded during the
sessions of governing bodies of the parties aner @bcial-political organizations, in accordance
with their statutes, after the announcement oktketions date.

"Domicile" refers to a person's permanent placeesidence, confirmed in the Identity Card with
the "domicile" stamp.

“Statement of residence” refers to a procedureudpinovhich the citizens with a right to vote
declare their place of residence as on the dalecfien.

"Voting rights" refers to a citizen's constitutiomight to elect, be elected and to vote on the
most important issues of the state and the soorethe whole and/or issues of special local
interest.

"List of candidates" refers to the list of candeahominated by parties, other socio-political
organisations for participation in elections.

"Voter lists" refers to the lists of citizens wite right to vote residing within a precinct.

"Signature collecting sheets" refers to the listaters signatures collected in support of
candidates or to initiate a referendum.



"Locality" herein refers to a territorial-adminigtive unit, organized according to current laws
(rayon, municipality, town, town sector, villageofomune) and territorial-administrative unit
with a special status).

"The minimum of special places for electoral pasteefers to specially arranged places for
electoral posters, placed in one locality. The fmfog electoral posters are placed uniformly in
the radius of the whole locality. The minimum apeavided for a candidate on a panel is 1
square meter. The space for electoral publicitycalied to the candidates should be equal for
everybody.

"Election administration bodies" refers to bodieattorganize the election of members of
Parliament, the local public administration authesi and referendums.

"Socio-political organizations" refers to partié®nts, leagues, political people's movements,
registered according to the Law on Parties and iC8beio-Political Organisations.

"Parties" refers to voluntary citizens’ associasiporganized and registered according to the Law
on Parties and Other Socio-Political Organisations.

"Electoral period" refers to the time period comeiag on the day when the date of elections is
officially announced and ending on the day whenfithed election results are confirmed by the
competent bodies.

"Persons authorized to observe the electoral proestirefers to members-representatives and
observers of the electoral contestants at eleetiloninistration bodies, observers accredited by
the district electoral councils, observers acceetlity the Central Election Commission, as well
as representatives of mass media.

"Referendum"” refers to the vote of the people waidpect to major issues of the state and the
society as a whole, intended to solve these, dsas@b citizen consultation on local issues of
special interest.

"Residence" refers to a person's temporary placesidence, confirmed in the ID with the
“residence" stamp.

"Revocation" refers to withdrawal of the mandateawofindividual holding an elective public
position by a court's decision and of the mandatheomayor by local referendum.

Article 2. Principles of Participation in Elections

(1) Citizens of the Republic of Moldova participateslections on the basis of universal, equal
and direct suffrage, with free and secret voting.

(2) Participation in elections is based on thezeritis free will. No one may exercise pressure on
a voter to force him/her to participate or nothe elections, nor on the expression of a voter's
free will.

(3) Citizens of the Republic of Moldova residing ofithe country shall enjoy full voting rights
under this Code. Representatives of diplomaticams$ular missions are obliged to provide
conditions for free enjoyment of voting rights Iese citizens..

Article 3. Universal Suffrage



Citizens of the Republic of Moldova have the rightlect and be elected regardless of race,
nationality, ethnic origin, language, religion, den, opinion, political affiliation, property or
social origin.

Article 4. Equal Suffrage

Every voter is entitled to one vote in one electii votes have equal legal effect.

Article 5. Direct Suffrage

Every voter votes in elections personally. Votimghehalf of other individuals is prohibited.

Article 6. Secret Voting

Voting in elections and (or) referendums is secrberefore, any forms of control or influence
over a voter's free will shall be excluded.

Article 7. Free Voting

No one has the right to exert any pressure oner votmake him/her vote or not, nor to prevent
him/her from expressing his/her will independently.

Article 8. Election Day

Elections shall be held within one day, on a Supdawany other day as indicated in the decree
establishing the date of the election, throughbetentire territory of the country or throughout
respective area.

Article 9. Place to Exercise the Voting Right

(1) The voting right shall be exercised in the ligavhere the voter has a permanent place of
residence (domicile), unless otherwise stipulatetthis Code.

(2) In the case when the voter has a domicile agidence at the same time, in the period of
the residence’s term validity, the voter voteshia locality in which he/she has his/her residence.

Article 10. Voting for One Electoral Contestant
A voter votes for one single electoral contestardn election, and expresses his/her will
regarding a single issue in a referendum.
Chapter 2. The Right To Elect And Be Elected. Restrictions
Article 11. The Right to Elect

Citizens of the Republic of Moldova, who by the adyhe elections have reached the age of 18,
have the right to vote, except for those legallgrdesd of this right.

Article 12. The Right to Be Elected

Citizens of the Republic of Moldova eligible to eand meeting the requirements set forth in
this Code have the right to be elected.

Article 13. Restrictions



(1) The following individuals cannot vote:

a) those who do not meet the requirements spegifiédgticle 11;

b) those declared incapacitated by a final decisfaancourt of law;

c) those sentenced to imprisonment by a final datisf a court of law for serious, very serious
and extremely serious crimes.

(2) The following individuals cannot be elected:

a) active duty military personnel;

b) persons mentioned in paragraph 1;

) persons convicted to deprivation of liberty biynal court decision and serving their sentence
in detention centers or those who have unspenticiimv for committing serious, very serious
and extremely serious crimes.

d) persons deprived of the right to take high-ragkpositions by a final decision of a court of
law.

(3) Citizens of the Republic of Moldova who ex oifi are not entitled to be members of a
political party or other socio-political organisatias well as high-ranking officials, whose
appointment or election is stipulated by the Caoustin of Republic of Moldova and / or
organic laws shall suspend their position in offig®n their registration as electoral contestants.
These provisions concern:

a) ministers;

b) heads of central public authority organs;

c) chairperson of rayons and their deputy chaigress

d) mayors and vice-mayors;

e) praetor and vice praetor.

Titlell.
Common Provisions
Chapter 3. Election Administration Bodies

Article 14. The System of Election Administrationdes
(1) In order to organize and conduct electionsfoliewing shall be established:

a) Central Election Commission;

b) District Electoral Councils;

c) Precinct Electoral Bureaus.

Article 15. Representation in Election AdministoatiBodies

(1) Electoral contestants may appoint for the donadf the electoral campaign to election
administration bodies which registered them, a$ ageto lower level election administration
bodies one member-representative entitled to auttatise vote. Parties, other socio-political
organizations running in elections may appointtf@r duration of the electoral campaign to the
Central Election Commission one member-represeetatititled to consultative vote.

(2) Members representing electoral contestants$ Bhalonfirmed by competent election
administration bodies within three days. To be n@ted as member-representative person
should have the right to elect and to be elected.

Section |. Central Election Commission

Article 16. Formation of the Central Election Conssion



(1) The Central Election Commission is a state begtgblished to implement election policies,
to organize and conduct elections.

(2) The Central Election Commission consists ofémnhers with a deliberative vote: 1 member
is appointed by the President of Republic of Molldl by the Government of Republic of
Moldova, 7 by the Parliament, including 5 by thg@osgition parties, according to the percentage
of the mandates they hold. The Central Election @a@sion's members may not be members of
parties or other socio-political organizations. Teeinal composition of the commission is
approved by the Decision of Parliament with theevaltthe majority of elected parliament
members.

(3) The members of the Central Election Commissi@nirremovable. The position’s vacancy
can appear in the case of the mandate expiry,naom, dismissal or decease.

(4) The Central Election Commission shall condtghctivity in compliance with the
Constitution, this Code, current legislation anel tommission's regulation, approved by its
decision.

(5) The Central Election Commission is a legaltgntias its own budget, bank account, and seal
representing the state coat of arms.

Article 17. Composition and Term of Office of ther@ral Election Commission

(1) Chairperson, vice-chairperson and secretath@fCentral Election Commission (CEC) are
elected among CEC members with a majority of votdbe total number of its members. The
sitting for the election of CEC chairperson, videirperson or secretary will be chaired by two
CEC members chosen with a simple majority of vofeSEC members, who are in charge with
supervision of the procedure of debating on carwgdaand electing of chairperson, vice-
chairperson and secretary of CEC, with recordirgrésults in a report. The sitting for election
of chairperson, vice-chairperson and secretarylf Ghall take place not later than within 15
days since the decision on approval of the new @@ bers came into force. Recalling from
these positions takes place in cases stipulatetttiles 16, 19 and 20 of this Code.

(2) If the candidate for the position of Chairpers@ice-Chairperson or Secretary of the
Commission does not receive a majority of votestlzer round of elections shall be organized
in which the candidates nominated for the sametipasn the previous round may participate.

(3) The Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson and Secretatlye Commission shall work on a
permanent basis. Other members of the Commisseonanvened by the Chairperson upon
request. Position of Chairperson of the Commissa@yqual to Minister position, whereas
positions of Vice-Chairperson and Secretary arakfguthe one of deputy-minister.

(4) Should any one of the positions mentioned magaph (1) become vacant, it shall be filled
pursuant to the same election procedures desanked article.

(5) Within two days of the date of its establishmdme Central Election Commission shall make
public its composition, location of its office and contact details.

(6) The mandate of the CEC is five years. Uponmtioin of the mandate, the composition of
the Commission may be changed.

Article 18. Meetings and Decisions of the CentrigicEion Commission

(1) The meetings of the CEC are deliberative predithat the majority of its members entitled
to deliberative vote participate.



(2) The Central Election Commission adopts decsiona vote of the majority of its members
entitled to deliberative vote. The decisions madify amending or abrogating acts, adopted by
the CEC earlier, are adopted in the same conditions

(21). Members of the Central Election Commission ditisg with adopted decisions have the
right to submit special opinion in written, whichattached to CEC decisions.

(3) Decisions of the Central Election Commissiaig@ted within its competence, are binding
for local public administration bodies, enterprigestitutions and organizations, officials,
political parties, other socio-political organizats and their bodies, as well as for all the
citizens.

(4) Decisions of the Central Election Commissioa @laced, within 24 hours after adoption on
the Central Election Commission's official websitel are published within 3 days in the
Official Monitor of the Republic of Moldova.

Article 19. Status of the Central Election Comnoss Members

(1) In composition of the CEC shall be nominatesl plersons who have citizenship of the
Republic of Moldova and place of residence in thentry, exceptionally high reputation for
personal integrity and professional competenceto/out electoral activities.

(2) Members of the Commission entitled to a dehbige vote:

a) may not be members of any political party oeogocio-political organization that have
nominated candidates for elective public positions;

b) may not engage in political activities;

c) cannot make statements for or against electorgestants;

d) cannot contribute in any way to the activitie$alded by electoral contestants, except when
under competence as provided in this Code.

Article 20. End of Mandate of the Central Electiammission Member
(1) The mandate of a Commission member shall becmdthe following circumstances:

a) mandate expiration;

b) resignation;

c) dismissal,

d) incapacity to exercise the mandate;
e) decease.

(2) Member of the Central Election Commission sngissed by the authority that appointed
him/her in the following cases:

a) conviction of crime by the final decision of tbeurt of law;

b) loss of citizenship of the Republic of Moldova,

c) declaration as a person with limited legal cégaw or incapacitated by a final decision of the
court of law;

d) serious violation of the Republic of Moldova’sititution and of the present Code.

(3). In case of violation of the conditions men#dnn Article 19 paragraph (2), and also in case
of committing acts incompatible with their positjiaghe members of the Central Elections
Commission can be dismissed.



(4) Documents on dismissal shall be submitted eédStipreme Court of Justice by the authority
that nominated the respective member to the CE€atmo by the Commission’s members.

(5) Based on the Supreme Court of Justice rulindismissal of a member of the CEC and/or
cease of CEC membership prior to mandate expiratighin ten days thereof, the competent
body shall nominate and the Parliament shall appeomew member to serve until the expiration
of his/her predecessor’'s mandate.

Article 21. Suspension of Professional Duties atRhace of Full Time Job of Non-permanent
CEC’s Members. Payment Conditions

(1) Members of the CEC, working on a non-permabeasts in its composition, are suspended
from their professional duties at the place of finle job for the duration of the electoral period
by a CEC decision.

(2) The positions of Chairperson, Vice-Chairperaad Secretary of the CEC shall be regarded
as state position of first rank, whereas membethefCommission with a deliberative vote,
suspended from their professional duties at theepdd full time job, as state position of second
rank.

(3) Permanent members of the Commission shall liegeaording to terms, conditions and
sums provided in the Law on Payment System in Bufigetor, #355-XVI from 23d of
December 2005. Members working on a non-permaresis Ishall receive a 25% salary raise,
for the period they are suspended from their psxdesl duties at the place of full time job.

Article 22. General Responsibilities of the CenEbdction Commission
The Central Election Commission shall:

a) study the method of organizing and holding @®astin order to improve electoral legislation
and procedures;

b) submit proposals to Government and Parliamemteming the expediency of operating
changes to electoral legislation;

c) develop regulations and instructions for improeat of the electoral procedures;

d) supervise compilation and verification in tinfevoters lists by co-operating with central and
local public authorities;

e) keep a database of individuals that took paorganization and holding elections including
competent persons who might be appointed to Didftectoral Councils and Precinct Electoral
Bureaus;

f) set up District Electoral Councils and PreciBtgctoral Bureaus for the partial elections to the
local councils or for mayor;

g) cooperate during the organisation and holdingl@ttions with:

-Ministry of Information Development and Communioatin respect to ensuring voters record
including those who are out of the country accaydmVoters Register elaborated on the basis
of State Population Register;

- Local public authorities concerning the seleciddtrompetent personnel engaged in election
administration bodies activity, the ensuring tldlipg stations with ballot boxes, voting booths,
computers and other technical-material equipment;

- Ministry of Interior in ensuring polls’ and el®ral documents’security;

- State enterprises and institutions during cotitigdor services as ballot printing and
equipment supply;

- Mass media and public associations in condudativig and voter education activities and
raising public awareness about electoral procegures

h) analyze the structure of electoral districtdeirms of existing territorial- administrative wit
of the republic;
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i) implement programmes of civic education in-begwelections;

J) develop programmes on raising voter awarenessglelectoral periods;

k) provide mass media with data on the unfoldinglettions and the election administration
practices employed,;

l) annually report to the Parliament and, upon esjuto the President of the Republic of
Moldova, Government or Parliament;

m) bring to discussion electoral issues by massaraa public at large;

n) establish contacts with political parties, otbecio-political and non-governmental
organisations entitled to nominate candidates talip positions, providing for their full
participation in the electoral process;

0) undertake consultations with local non-governtaleorganisations interested to conduct civic
education campaigns during elections;

p) organize training courses and seminars for iddals selected to participate in the electoral
process as members of district electoral councifgecinct electoral bureaus, as members-
representatives of political parties and othersgailitical organisations or potential candidates,
as employees in the apparatus of district electarahcils or as members of support groups;
q) analyze electoral frauds, including allegatiohfrauds, presumed in past, current or future
elections and take preventive measures; notifyipabithorities on the need to consider some
issues in accordance with current laws;

r) organize preliminary consultations with partiether socio-political organizations and
representatives of mass-media, and ensure thangiggithese the Code of Conduct before
commencing of electoral campaign.

Article 23. Apparatus of the Central Election Corasmn

(1) The Central Election Commission is assistedmapparatus whose structure is approved by
the Commission. Officers of the apparatus shahibed by the Commission’s decision. Some
officers of the apparatus, nominated by the Comionisshall work on a permanent basis,
whereas the rest of the officers shall be convdéoethe electoral period, and shall be suspended
from their professional duties at the place of finle job for the duration of the electoral period.

(2) The salaries of the CEC apparatus shall beg@&idrding to current legislation. Employees
working on a term basis shall receive a 25% sakase for the period they are suspended from
their professional duties at the place of full tijole.

Article 24. Funding of the Central Election Comnses Activity

Funds for the CEC activity shall be provided frdme state budget. The Commission shall
present annually, on a date indicated by the Miist Finance, the proposal on expenses for
including in the state budget, that are relate@ammission’s functioning and holding elections
including planned for the next budget year acegitiwhen Commission’s expenses are not
provided for in the state budget the sums are atexd by the Parliament at the proposal of
Government.

Article 25. Meetings and Activity of the Centraldétion Commission

(1) Meetings of the Commission may be called byGhairperson or upon the request of 3
Commission members. When a meeting is requestéaeb@§ommission members, the decision
to convene the meeting shall be made within 48$otisubmission of the request.

(2) All meetings in which the Commission discusskestoral issues, including meetings when
the Commission is called upon to make a decisiauiathem, shall be open to mass media, and
also to the public. Meetings of the Commission Idba@lheld only after 48 hours of public notice
has been given, except for meetings during elelgp@r@ods, in which case shorter notice may be
given if the matter to be discussed needs urgergideration.



(3) The Central Election Commission shall ensuat ¢hectoral operations are carried out in a
transparent manner enabling mass media and polfidldéw and evaluate the Commission's
activity.

Article 26. Responsibilities of the Central ElectiGommission during the Electoral Period
(1) During an electoral period, the CEC shall hdneefollowing responsibilities:

a) coordinate the activity of all election admirasion bodies to prepare and conduct elections,
according to this Code;

b) oversee the implementation of this Code's prongsand other laws that affect the conduct of
elections;

c) establish electoral districts and district edeat councils and supervise their activity;

d) based on the data provided by the Ministry atide, publish the list of parties and other
socio-political organisations entitled to run ie&lons, register electoral contestants and their
authorized representatives in the event of parlraarg elections;

e) distribute funds allotted for conducting elestpoversee the provision of district electoral
councils and precinct electoral bureaus with offjadeansportation and communication; and
examine other issues of technical and material@auppr elections;

f) establish the form of ballots and voter liste tecords of meetings of district electoral
councils and precinct electoral bureaus and otbeumients for conducting elections; and design
of ballot boxes and stamps for the electoral cdararid bureaus;

g) consider communications from public authoritglies on issues concerning the preparation
and conduct of elections;

h) resolve issues regarding participation in eteiof those citizens who are out of the country
at the time of voting;

i) sum up the results of the elections in the ertwuntry and, if necessary, submit a report on
the elections results to the Constitutional Court;

j) adopt decisions regarding activities of distetgctoral councils and precinct electoral bureaus,
election procedures, elections organization andigoiy and technical and administrative issues;
K) provide training for members of election admirason bodies and employees of their
apparatus as well as election information for \@tarough mass-media and any time upon
request;

) consider statements and complaints regardingsibes and actions of district electoral
councils and precinct electoral bureaus and adaepidatory decisions thereupon;

m) adopt decisions regarding the paid leave oft@etaccouncil members at their place of full
time job for the time period of working with thesetoral council and determines the number of
precinct electoral bureau members who may getdielpave at their place of full time job and
the term of that leave;

n) ensure conduct of the second round of electi@pgat elections, early, new or partial
elections, pursuant to the provisions of this Code;

0) collect information about citizen’s participatio elections, sum up preliminary results and
make final results public;

p) in case of serious violation of present Codbnstia request to Supreme Court of Justice to
cancel registration of respective electoral coatgshadopting in this sense a decision. Supreme
Court of Justice shall examine the request andtaaldpcision in 5 days, but not later then the
day before elections.

(2) During the electoral campaign, the CEC haglat io exercise its competences regardless
members-representatives entitled to consultative kkave been appointed..
Section I 1. Electoral Districtsand District Electoral Councils

Article 27. Formation of Electoral Districts anddiict Electoral Councils
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(1) At least 55 days before elections, Centratid@ Commission shall establish electoral
districts that shall correspond to the bordersenitbrial- administrative units of second level of
the Republic of Moldova, and, at least 50 days teeédections, district electoral councils. In
elections at any level and in republican referendeilectoral districts and district electoral
councils shall be established within the same terms

(2) District electoral councils shall consist ol T-members entitled to deliberative vote. Three
of them in district electoral councils of the seddevel must have completed higher legal
education or public administration education.

(3) In local elections and referendum, the diseletctoral councils are formed on the basis of
proposals submitted by first or second level l@zaincils, and when there are no such proposals,
the Central Election Commission will appoint peiseompetent in elections. To the extent
possible, individuals having higher legal educasball be appointed to district electoral

councils.

(4) Candidatures for 2 members of the districtteled councils are nominated by district courts,
for the other 2 members, in case of local electidmgthe local councils of the first level and,
respectively, second level. The candidatures obther members with the right of deliberative
vote are nominated by the parties and other soglitigal organizations represented in
Parliament at the date when the electoral distoaincils are constituted, proportional to the
mandates hold in Parliament. The members of thaaislectoral council nominated by the
district court and by local councils may not bermsellors in local councils and members of
parties.

(5). In case when the parties and other sociatipaliorganizations did not nominate their
candidatures for the district electoral councileaist with 7 days before the deadline of its
establishment, the positions assigned to themilsgd by the local council. In case when the
district electoral council has the function of firecinct electoral bureau, its members nominated
by the parties and other social-political organae represented in Parliament may not be the
members of parties.

(6) District electoral councils, within three dayfstheir establishment shall elect by secret vote
from among their members a chairperson, vice-ckesgn and secretary. The district electoral
council shall promptly notify the Central ElectiQommission of the results of these elections.

(7) Within four days of the date of its establismmelistrict electoral councils shall make public
the names of their members, the location of thificeand contacts details.

(8) District electoral councils shall adopt decsidy a majority vote of its members entitled to
deliberative vote.

(9) District electoral councils shall be assistgdah apparatus whose personnel shall be
approved by the Central Election Commission, aréecemmendation of the district electoral
council. For the time period of leave from theiag# of full time job, employees shall receive a
25% salary increase.

Article 28. Responsibilities of District Elector@buncil

District electoral councils shall have the follogiresponsibilities:

a) supervise the implementation of this Code ahdrdaws affecting the elections
administration;

11



b) establish electoral bureaus and supervise tinatgof precinct electoral bureaus; train their
members, promote voting procedures and the impoetahthe vote;

c) distribute allotted financial funds among pretielectoral bureaus;

d) examine communications of local public admimistm bodies, directors of state entities,
institutions and organizations regarding adminigireand holding elections;

e) exercise control over the timely compilation aedfication of the voter lists, co-operating
with central and local public authorities and tenial units of the Ministry of Information
Development and Communication;

f) provide precinct electoral bureaus with formsrofers lists, protocols and ballots, etc.;

g) register independent candidates and lists adidates from political parties, socio-political
organizations and make public that information;

h) ensure public access to the candidates’ deasbf income and property during local
elections;

i) adopt decisions on paid leave from the plackilbtime job for the members of district
electoral councils and precinct electoral bureaunshe period of their work within district
electoral council, precinct electoral bureaus;

j) carry out tabulation of the results’ processtfoe district, submit related documents to the
Central Election Commission and ensure tabulatidheresults’ publication in the local press;
k) collect information from the precinct electobalreaus about citizen participation in elections
and elections’ preliminary results and submit therthe CEC;

l) consider statements and complaints about dexssaad actions taken by precinct electoral
bureaus, and adopt mandatory decisions regarderg;th

m) take other actions related to the organizatrmh@nduct of elections.

Section I11. Precincts and Precinct Electoral Bureaus
Article 29. Establishment of Precincts and Precklettoral Bureaus
(1) To conduct voting and count the votes, elettisdricts shall be divided into precincts.

(2) Precincts will be established by district eteat councils in localities based on the
recommendation of mayors of villages (communes)tanahs (municipalities) no later than 35
days before elections. Each precinct shall haviessothan 30 and no more than 3,000 voters. In
elections at any level and in republican referendomcincts shall be established in the same
term.

(3) Special precincts may also be established sitads, sanatoriums, maternity hospitals,
asylums and homes for elderly. Such precincts imaxgt no less than 30 voters.

(4) Military personnel shall vote at precincts lo&t locality where military units are located.

(5) In parliamentary elections and republican rfidums, precincts shall also be established at
Moldovan diplomatic and consular missions for woskef these representatives and members of
their families, as well as for Moldovan citizensamire in these countries, regardless of their
number. These precincts shall be considered as phttie electoral district of Chisinau
Municipality.

(6) In new local, partial local elections and loederendum, when the second level district
electoral council is not established, it is therdiselectoral council of the first level that ¢gha
establish the precincts and their electoral bureaus

(7) A district electoral council shall number itepincts and make information available about
the boarders of each precinct, the polling stagioa precinct electoral bureau location, the
contact details of bureau.
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(8) Precincts shall be ordered alphabetically istgmvith the locality where the district electoral
council is situated, continuing with those in mupadities, towns, town sectors, and after that
with those in communes and villages.

(9) Local mayor’s office shall provide informatiamd necessary assistance to precinct electoral
bureaus to ensure proper responsibilities impleatiemt as stipulated in this Code.

(10) Precinct electoral bureaus shall be estaldisiyethe district electoral councils no later than
20 days before the election consisting of 5 -11 mensentitled to deliberative vote. In elections
at any level and in republican referendum, precgtettoral bureaus shall be established in the
same term.

(11) 3 candidatures of members to the precinct@lakcbureau are nominated by the local
councils. The other members of the precinct elettaureau with a deliberative vote are
nominated by parties and other socio-political argations represented in the Parliament at the
date of its establishment, proportional to mandtteg hold. Members of the precinct electoral
bureau may not be counselors in the local couacitsmembers of a party. In case when the
parties and other social-political organizatiors bt nominate their candidatures for the
precinct electoral bureau at least with 7 days fieefioe deadline of its establishment, the
positions assigned to them are filled by the l@oaincil.

(12) The precinct electoral bureau shall electhimitwo days of its establishment, from among
its members a chairperson, a vice-chairperson aedr@tary of the bureau, shall immediately
notify the district electoral council of its de@si, and shall make public personal composition of
electoral bureau, its location and contact details.

(13) At diplomatic missions and consulates, a @eson and secretary of the precinct electoral
bureau shall be elected. At diplomatic missions @ntsulates with less than three workers, that
voting shall be done by diplomatic mail, in whickse the ballots must be sent to the Central
Election Commission by election day.

(14) To ensure the enjoyment of right to vote, @eatral Election Commission may establish
precincts and precinct electoral bureaus in othgainces as well.

Article 30. Responsibilities of Precinct ElectoBalreaus
Precinct electoral bureaus shall have the followegponsibilities:

a) together with public administration bodies pd®vfor the review of voter lists, ensure
integrity of the lists and ballots, and be respblasior their correct and complete compilation;
b) consider statements about mistakes in votey; Iistke changes in them, and issue Absentee
Vote Certificates to voters who will not be at filace of residence on election day;

c) compile supplementary voter lists with persorespnting Absentee Vote Certificate, as well
as voters who, for various reasons, were not ireduzh the main voter lists;

d) notify the public residing within the precindiaut the election day and the location of the
polling station, prepare the polling station pressi$or voting and install ballot boxes and voting
booths; organize voting on the elections day, enpublic order in the premises of the polling
station;

e) tabulate election results in the precinct, catgthe protocols and reports, and submit them
along with all ballots to the district electoralurwil;

f) consider statements and complaints regardingieles administration and voting organisation,
and adopt decisions in that regard which shallttaelaed to the electoral bureau meetings’
protocols;
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g) provide the district electoral council with daggarding citizens participation in elections, as
well as the data required for tabulation of thdipr@ary results of the elections;
h) exercise other responsibilities according te thode.

Section I'V. Support for and Activity of District Electoral Councils and Precinct Electoral
Bureaus, Modification of Their Composition and Their Dissolution

Article 31. Assistance to District Electoral Cous@nd Precinct Electoral Bureaus

(1) Public administration authorities, enterpris@gjanizations and institutions, officials, parties
and other socio-political organizations and theidies shall be obliged to provide support to
electoral councils and bureaus in fulfilling thdirties and supply information and materials
necessary for their activity. Public administrateurthorities and their representatives shall
provide support only upon request. Their suppaati sforrespond to the needs and may not
represent the actions evidently not meeting thelsiee

(2) In matters relating to the organisation andiimg elections, electoral councils and bureaus
may address requests to public administration aitigs) enterprises, organizations and
institutions, officials, parties and other socidipcal organizations and their bodies which shall
consider those matters and respond within three dbyeceiving the request, but no later than
the election day.

Article 32. Organization of the Activity of ElecrCouncils and Bureaus

(1) Meetings of electoral councils and bureausrdpelectoral period shall be called and held by
the chairperson, and, in case of his/her absenatlos/her request, by the vice-chairperson. In
addition, a meeting may be called at the requeat ldfast one-third of electoral council/bureau
members with deliberative vote.

(2) A quorum for holding a meeting of an electaralincil/bureau shall be more than half of its
members with deliberative vote. All decisions @abral councils and bureaus shall be taken by
an open vote of the majority of its voting membesigned by the chairperson and the secretary.
Upon a tie vote, the decision is not adopted arceitamining issue is transferred to the next
meeting. Members of the council or bureau who ditisg with adopted decisions have the right
to submit in writing their special opinion, whichadl be attached to the record of the meeting.

(3) The decisions of electoral councils or bureadpted within the scope of their authority
must be complied with by all public administratioodies, enterprises, institutions and
organizations, parties, other socio-political ofigations and their bodies, and all citizens.

(4) The Central Election Commission shall estakihnumber of election administration body
members who shall be get the paid leave from theepbf their full time job and the time period
of that leave. Such individuals shall receive arpant from the fund allocated for the elections
that consists of 25% increase to the average riyowtige at their place of full time job, plus
raises, supplements, allowances and remuneratibmab less than an average country wage per
current year, or per previous year if electionsaneducted in January or February. If retired or
temporarily unemployed persons are engaged, thedyrelceive an average country salary per
current year, or per previous year if electionsaneducted in January of February. Members of
election administration bodies with deliberativéevavho continued to work at the place of their
full time job shall receive a payment of 15 % irase to the average wage per economy for
activity during the election period, including tekection day.

(5). Civil servants who are members of election adstration bodies or employees of their
apparatus and who got the paid leave from theoeptd full time job shall keep their statute of
civil servants in the election period.
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(6) If necessary it is allowed to sign the indivadlwork contracts for the determined time period.
Inquired expenses shall be covered from the futidtead for elections.

(7) Members of electoral councils or bureaus wihlgrative vote shall not campaign for or
against candidates running for elective public f@sj shall not engage in any political activity

of support of any electoral contestant; shall reoafiiliated with any of them; shall not provide
any financial support or other contribution, ditgdr indirectly, to any electoral contestant. In
local elections members of electoral councils ame:dus with deliberative vote shall not be
spouse, relatives by blood or by marriage of thet ind second degree with a candidate running
in elections. Judges appointed in the districttelat councils shall not examine the electoral
cases in respective electoral district startingddiee of electoral council establishment.

(8). Chairpersons of the electoral councils anctaus shall be responsible for ensuring the
maintenance and return of the goods received frmnCentral Elections Commission, being
liable in accordance with the current legislation.

Article 33. Changes in Composition of Electoral Goils and Bureaus
(1) The member of the electoral council or burdaallde excluded from its composition:

upon personal request;
upon recall.

(2) The institution or the electoral contestant wlooinated or appointed a member to the
electoral council or bureau shall have the rightetmall that member providing in writing
explanation of that need.

(3) If a member resigns or is recalled from thetral council or bureau before the day that
precedes elections day, a vacant member’s positepnbe replaced as established by this Code.

Article 34. Dissolution of Electoral Councils and@aus

(1) Electoral councils and bureaus established rthite Code shall close their activities and be
dissolved by a decision of the election adminigirabody that has established them, as soon as
final results of the elections are made publich®y€entral Election Commission (respective
district electoral council).

(2) As arule, district electoral councils and pmet electoral bureaus shall close their activiy a
soon as they submit all necessary documents tGe¢hé&ral Election Commission and, if needed,
to the court of law.

(3) After dissolution of electoral councils or bates in compliance with this Code, the payment
of the members, that got the paid leave from thkaice of full time job, is closed and these
members return to the places of their full time. job

Chapter 4. Material Support of Elections
Article 35. Supply of Materials Necessary for Coatilug Elections

(1) Expenses for the administration and holdingtedes shall be born by the State.

(2) The amount of these expenses shall be establlizy Parliament within the limits of the
provisions of the law on the state budget for tearywhen the elections are conducted. The
respective proposals shall be submitted by ther@eBtection Commission to the Government.
The Government shall examine the proposals andgtesent them to Parliament for approval.
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In the event that the expenses are not foresettie iongoing year budget, their amount shall be
established by Parliament, at the proposal of th€.C

(3). The amount of financial funds, as establishyethe Parliament, is monthly transferred to the
account of the Central Election Commission in Igvaf approved budget. After elections, the
Central Elections Commission shall submit to thdi®&aent, within the shortest term possible, a
report on the administration of the allocated fitiahfunds along with the assessment statement
undertaken by the Court of Accounts.

(4) Unused funds shall be transferred back to tde $udget.

(5) Terms and conditions of funds distribution &xgenditures and also of final expenses report
publication shall be established by the Centrattida Commission under the conditions
provided for by this Code.

(6) Local public administration authorities, entésps, institutions and organizations shall
provide electoral councils and bureaus with theefépace and equipment necessary for
elections’ administration and results’ tabulation

(7) State mass media shall publish, free of chaiggégements and materials presented by the
electoral councils, electoral programs of electoadtestants, and other election-related
materials, including materials designed for ciwiltieation or raising voter awareness.

Article 36. Prohibition of Foreign Support to Elecl Campaign

(1) Direct or indirect funding or material suppoftany kind for the electoral campaign of
candidates in an election and electoral contestantsreign countries, foreign, international or
joint enterprises, institutions, organisationswadl as by natural persons who are not citizens of
the Republic of Moldova is prohibited. Such funtlalsby confiscated to the state budget.

(2) In the event that a contestant in an electmeives on his/her account undeclared funds from
abroad or has consciously used such funds, the& &tection Commission shall ask the
Supreme Court of Justice to cancel the registraifdhe contestant. The Supreme Court of
Justice shall examine the complaint and rendguaigment within five days, but no later than

the day preceding the elections day.

Article 37. State Support for Electoral Campaigns
(1) The electoral contestants receive loans witihdetest rates from the state.

(2) State budget loans may be received only byrsoperesponsible for finance, appointed for
this purpose by the electoral contestant. Finalyaiekponsible persons shall be natural or legal
entities, registered with the Ministry of Finand@éey shall all share responsibilities with the
electoral contestants who appointed them.

(3) State loans received shall be cleared off fatlpartially by the state depending on the
overall number of votes received by the electooaltestant in the respective district. The sum to
be cleared off by the state shall be establishediyagiing the sum of loan received by the
number of voters who participated in the electi@mg] then multiplying it by the number of

valid votes cast for the electoral contestant.

(4) Electoral contestants who fail to receive astehree percent of the valid votes cast in the
election throughout the republic, or in respectiiadrict, including the independent candidates
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who were not elected, shall pay back state loareved within two months of the voting closer.
Other electoral contestants shall pay back the &ans within four months.

(5) In the event that the elected and validatedanegfuses to exercise his/her mandate, he/she
shall pay back the expenditure related to the asgéion and holding of elections.

Article 38. Terms and Conditions of Financial Sugpor Electoral Campaigns

(1) Direct or indirect financing and material suppa any form for the electoral campaign of a
contestant in an election by national natural agall entities may be used only under the
following conditions:

a) financial or other support for the candidateslactions, within one month of the
announcement of the campaign period, shall be detia the press, including a newspaper of
Republic-wide circulation in the case of independmmdidates or lists of candidates in
parliamentary elections, or a newspaper with regjicimculation in respective rayon, in the case
of independent candidates or lists of candidatésaal elections;

b) after establishment of electoral council or lwreslectoral contestants shall also report any
funds or other support they obtain from the souds=sribed in this Article, prior to making use
of them.

(2) Electoral contestants shall open a bank ac¢apetified as an "Electoral Account”, to which
the participants shall transfer their own monepgdiigranted by natural and legal entities of the
country. These funds may only be transferred inéoaccount with the candidate's prior consent.
The ceiling of funds to be transferred to the @edtaccounts shall be established by the CEC.
(3) Electoral contestants shall confirm with then@al Election Commission the person
responsible for the finances (treasurer). Electooatestant who fail to open a bank account,
specified as “Electoral Fund” shall communicateftiat to the Central Election Commission.

(4) Legal entities may wire money to the "Electdfahd" only through bank transfer, which is
to be accompanied by a note on the existence eerstence of a foreign share in the statutory
capital.

(5) The following may not, under any circumstandesd or support electoral campaigns:

a) citizens of the Republic of Moldova under the afj18 years;

b) state budget organizations;

C) anonymous persons;

d) charity or religious organizations.

(6) Legal and natural entities may not order eledtadvertising materials for the electoral
contestants and cover the expenses related toptteeiuction without electoral contestants’
consent, and may not use the funds that are netivar “Electoral Fund” of respective
contestant.

(7) Funds wired to the “Electoral Fund” may notused for personal interests. Electoral
contestants are prohibited to offer voters monegifts, to distribute goods free of charge,
including humanitarian aid or other charity.

(8) Electoral contestants shall submit once a fghtrfinancial reports to the competent election
administration bodies, which will include data twe income and expenses to destinations.

(9) The bank shall notify the Central Election Coission and the respective district electoral

council of the funds transferred to a contestamt®unt within 24 hours of the day of the
transfer. The CEC or the district electoral countaly request the Court of Accounts or the State
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Tax Agency along the Ministry of Finances to vettig sources of income, the accuracy of
financial report and expenditure to destinatiorel®ctoral contestants.

(10) The Central Election Commission or distrigatdral councils shall maintain a file
including all the data referred to in this Articknd shall make the file available to the public fo
information purposes. In addition, a competentt@acadministration body shall summarize this
information on a weekly basis and issue a weelppneon the amount of contributions received
by each electoral contestant, and the sourcesviroich it has been received. The respective
election administration body shall release itslfpra-election report two days prior to election
day, and shall also prepare a final report sumnmayiall the information it has received
concerning the amount and sources of contributionise electoral contestants.

Chapter 5. Voter Lists
Article 39. Voter Lists

(1) Voter lists shall be compiled by the each laoalyor’s office for every polling station in two
copies and include all the citizens with the righvote who has residence in the given precinct
at the time of voter lists compilation. After coitagion, the voter lists are checked with voters
who are on the lists, at their domicile. Then tbeev lists shall be signed by the mayor and made
public no later than 20 days before the election da

(2). Persons with right to vote who after last ggvaition in the elections change their place of
residence have the right at least with 45 daysrbdfee new elections to declare their new place
of residence to the local public administratiorhauity in order to be written in voter list for the
polling station where they have new place of resige

(3) The local public administration authorities b@date every year (after January, ti¥the
voter lists by visiting the voters' domicile andalsubmit the respective information at the
Central Election Commission no later than March 1.

(4) The voter lists shall include the voter's laame and first name, year of birth, place of
residence, series and number of the voter's ideatidn document. The order on the lists shall
be established by the local mayor’s office.

(5) Voter lists of military personnel residing irilitary units, their family members, other voters
residing in military units, shall be compiled ortbasis of data submitted by military unit
commanders. Military personnel residing outsidatary units, and their family members, shall
be included in the voter lists at their place @lidence.

(6) Voter lists of precincts established at restdss, hospitals and other curative institutions
shall be compiled on the basis of statement oflezgie submitted by the voter or data presented
by the heads of the above-mentioned institutions.

(7) Voter lists of precincts constituted outside Bepublic of Moldova shall be compiled on the
basis of data collected by heads of diplomatic imimssand consular offices who operate on the
territory of the respective countries. At the begng of the electoral period, diplomatic missions
and consular offices shall make public the vowsland update them. The updating procedure
of voter lists shall close 7 days before the etersti Updated voter lists shall be sent without any
delay to the Central Election Commission.

(8) A voter may be included in only one voter asid at only one precinct, based on acts
attesting his/her domicile within the territoryrelspective precinct. A voter who has a domicile
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and a residence at the same time, in the peritlteafesidence’s term validity, is included in
voter list of precinct where he/she has his/hadesxe.

(9) When a voter changes his/her residence ip¢hed between the day of voter lists
compilation and the election day, the precinctteled bureaus, at the voter's request and upon
presentation of his/her ID, passport or some adlbeument of identification, shall issue
Absentee Vote Certificate. The voter who obtainséitiee Vote Certificate shall sign the voter
list next to his/her name to confirm that fact.

Article 40. Voter Lists Revisions and Updates

(1) Twenty days before elections the voter listldbadisplayed for public scrutiny at polling
stations. One copy of the voter list shall be kephe local mayor’s office. Not later than twenty
days prior to elections, voters shall be notifiédhe location of the polling station where they
must vote.

(2) Citizens shall be provided with an opporturidypoecome familiar with the voter lists and to
scrutinize the accuracy of their compilation. Tihaye the right to submit a complain against
their names being omitted or excluded from the #istwell as errors in personal data introduced
in the list. The complaints are examined by respe@lection administration bodies within 24
hours. In case of refusal to amend the voter lightooduce a person the decisions of election
administration bodies may be appealed in the afuew by parties involved according to
established procedure.

Chapter 6. Nomination and Registration of Candidates
Article 41. Candidates Nomination

(1) In the case of parliamentary elections, theess of candidates nomination starts 60 days
before the elections date and ends 30 days bdferel¢ctions date. In case of local elections, the
process of candidates nomination starts afterdtebbshment in accordance with Article 120

the electoral districts and district electoral ccilsa

(2) The following have the right to nominate a ddatk for election, provided they meet all
applicable requirements set forth in this Code:

a) Parties and other socio-political organizatiegslly registered prior to the announcement of
elections, in accordance with their statutes amceati legislation;

b) excluded

c) Citizens of the Republic of Moldova who nomint#iiemselves for elections (independent
candidates).

(3) Candidate statements of agreement to run stiefes shall be submitted as follows:

a) Statements by candidates for the office of membEParliament shall be submitted to the
Central Election Commission;

Statements by candidates for positions of mayorcauhcillor to local council at local elections
shall be submitted to district electoral councils.

Article 42. Collection of Signatures in Supporteco€andidate

(1) Signatures are collected only in support ofiralependent candidate or for initiating a
referendum. In local election signatures are ctél@only in the districts where independent
candidates are running for elections.
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(2) Only independent candidates and members dizzwiinitiative group, who nominate and/or
support independent candidates, and persons azgddry independent candidates, as well as
members of initiative group for holding a referemgunave the right to collect signatures.

(3) Lists for collecting signatures in support afindependent candidate, as well as for holding a
referendum (hereinafter signature collecting shesttsll include the last and first name, year of
birth, profession, position, place of work, pladeesidence and party membership of the
candidate, as well as the last and first nameep#rson who collects the signatures. Signature
collecting sheets shall contain only signaturegadérs who live in one locality.

(4) A voter who supports the candidate, as wedl psrson who supports holding a referendum,
shall indicate on the signature collecting shegfhler first and last names, year of birth, place of
residence, series and number of identification dwmt, date of signing the list, and signature.

(5) Each voter may sign the signature collectingesin support for only one candidate in any
elections.

(6) The individual who collects voters' signatunesst sign every sheet of the signature list in
the presence of the head of local public admirtisimaauthority where signatures were collected.
Signature collectors shall write at the end of estudet an attestation to the effect that the
collector personally collected the signatures amfiomed the identity of the persons whose
names appear on that sheet, and sign the sheesigrtagure list shall be certified on each sheet
with the official stamp of the respective local paladministration authority.

Article 43. Submission and Verification of Signauollecting Sheets

(1) After the signature collecting sheets have tmémmnitted, the competent election
administration body shall start verification of thathenticity of the signatures on sheets,
whether the persons whose names appear on thbdigtsthe right to vote, and their residence.
The signature collecting sheets shall be checké&umwiive days of the day of submission.

(2) The electoral council shall inform submittefsmgnature collecting sheets about the results
of verification and shall announce the total nundfenames included on the sheets submitted by
each candidate in elections, as well as the nuefggnatures found valid.

(3) Persons collecting signatures in signatureectithg sheets shall be held responsible for the
authenticity of the data included in sheets.

(4) The following shall be considered null and void

a) signature collecting sheets in which names lbaesn entered prior to the official start of the
nomination period,

b) signatures on the signature collecting sheeisaite considered to be counterfeited,;

c) signature collecting sheets that are filledyrfdiling to meet the requirements of Article 42,
paragraph (6).

Article 44. Registration of Candidates

(1) To register a candidate for an election, thi®fang documents must be submitted to the
Central Election Commission or district electoraliocils starting with the day following the day
when the election day has been announced but ethetn 30 days before the election day:

a) an official record of the meeting of the supreanéerritorial body of the party, other socio-
political organisation regarding the nominatiortlué candidate (list of candidates);

b) signature collecting sheets with the requirechiber of signatures in support of independent
candidates;
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c) candidate’s background (curriculum vitae);

d) candidate’s statement of agreement to run ®woffice for which his/her candidacy has been
nominated;

e) candidate’s declaration stating his/her reatesbank deposits, stocks, inherited income,
income over the two years preceding the electi@mn,\yand the sources of that income, including
income derived from investment funds as interdsése of property, etc.

f) candidate’s declaration for mayor’s positiorrégall from any activity incompatible with that
position for the duration of the mayor’s mandatethie event of his/her election and mandat’s
validation.

g) declaration on suspension from previously helsitpn, for the time period of electoral
campaign - for the persons who fall under the miowis of paragraph (3) of Article 13.

(2) Representatives of parties and other socidipaliorganisation and independent candidates
shall submit the documents for registration ontgathe Central Election Commission,
respective district electoral councils make puthie place (office) and time of receiving those
documents. This information shall be made publighinitwo days of the launch of candidate’s
nomination period. Period of time between adoptiba decision concerning the place and time
of receiving documents and the established in aetike time itself shall be not less than 24
hours. If representatives of several political igartother socio-political organisation, several
independent candidates simultaneously submit @lhéftessary documents for registration, the
order or receiving them shall be established by iloaccordance with the regulations drawn up
by the Central Election Commission and publishetth@Official Monitor of the Republic of
Moldova.

(3) Respective election administration body shadister candidates for elections within seven
days of the date of submission of the documentsated in paragraph (1).

(3Y). A person may run for different elective posisdmeing nominated by only one party.

(4) Nominated for elections candidates may notrigaged in neither compaosition no activities
of any district electoral council or precinct etaet bureau during the period of that elections.

(5) Respective election administration body stsallie a certificate of candidacy to registered
candidates in shortest term but no later than ttegs of the day of registration.

(6) Respective election administration body shakepublic in budget funded mass media its
decisions on registration of independent candidatdists of candidates.

(7) Upon expiration of the term for candidates’isér@tion respective election administration
body shall publish the integral list of registesathdidates, providing the name, surname, year of
birth, place of residence, political affiliatiomgbession (occupation), and the name of the party,
socio-political organisation that has nominatedrthkists of candidates shall be available for
public awareness at any polling station.

Chapter 7. Electoral Campaign
Article 45. Authorized Representatives of Electd@ahtestants
(1) Contestants in an election may have authoniepresentatives in every district. Authorized
representatives assist the contestants in conduttteir electoral campaign, campaign for them
and represent their interests in relations withlipid@ministration authorities, voters and

electoral councils and bureaus. The number of aizén representatives for each electoral
contestant shall be determined by the CEC or thgeive district electoral council.
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(2) Electoral contestants shall independently chdbsir authorized representatives and notify
the respective election administration bodies, Wisicall register and certify them.

(3) Authorized representatives of contestants ntiggaentary elections shall be registered by the
Central Election Commission. In elections for mayand councillors in local councils,
authorized representatives of candidates shakdistered by the respective district electoral
council.

(4) Electoral contestants may, at any time befoeeday preceding elections, suspend the
representatives' authority, and replace him/hen wiher persons.

(5) Authorized representatives of electoral comtetst, upon request, shall be granted unpaid
leave from the place of full time employment . Tmegty not get paid from funds allotted for the
conduct of elections. For the electoral period atigted representatives may not be fired or
dismissed from their responsibilities at the plat&ll time employment without their consent.

(6) Authorized representatives of electoral comtest holding public offices shall not use public
funds and property for electoral campaigns.

Article 46. Guaranteed Rights of Electoral Contetsta

(1) The electoral contestants shall participatééelectoral campaign on an equal basis and
shall have equal access to mass media, includdig amd television, financed by the state
budget.

(2) All electoral contestants shall be guarantepdakopportunities for technical and material
support and funding of the electoral campaign.

(3) Candidates are entitled for temporary unpaastdefrom the place of their full time
employment for the period of holding the electmamnpaign.

(4) In parliamentary elections candidates mayalisgtate-owned means of transportation
(except taxi) within the country borders free o&e. In local elections candidates shall
exercise this right within the borders of respex®lectoral district only.

(5) During the electoral period, candidates mayhb®ofired or transferred to another place of
work or position without their consent. Also thepymot be held criminally liable, arrested,
detained or subjected to any administrative sanstwithout the consent of the election
administration body which registered them, withepton of arrest in flagrant delict.

(6) Electoral contestant may, no latter than seldagrs prior to election, withdraw his candidacy
by addressing in writing a declaration to this eff® the election administration body which
registered his candidacy. Parties, socio-politicghnizations may introduce any amendments in
registered lists of candidates subject to spectieah and provision of Articles 79 and 126.

Upon expiration of the above mentioned term, thggsteation of electoral contestant can be
cancelled only by the election administration bdust registered him on the basis of the court of
law decision, and also in case of electoral coatdst death or emergence of conditions of
Article 13, paragraph (2).

(6') Candidate’s application to be withdrawn from liseof electoral contestant submitted

during the term established by paragraph (6) sleatxamined by respective competent party’
body within 3 days.
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(7) If an electoral contestant withdraws his/herdidacy or his/her registration is cancelled after
ballot papers have already been printed, the preelectoral bureau shall stamp "withdrawn"
(“Retras” in the original) next to his/her name,tbe ballot.

(8) Electoral contestant who has withdrawn hisfiardidacy is obliged to return the material
and financial assistance which he/she has beetteallfsom the state budget to conduct the
electoral campaign.

Article 47. Pre-election Campaigning

(1) Citizens of the Republic of Moldova, partieslaither socio-political organizations,
candidates and authorized representatives of catedithave the right to put forward for free
discussion all aspects of candidates' electorgrpros and platforms, political and professional
competences of the candidates, their personaltgsaland to campaign for or against
candidates in elections at meetings, reunions,inggetvith the electorate, using means of mass
media and other forms of communication excepttosé that disturb public order or are
unethical. Pre-election campaigning for an elettooatestant is allowed only after his/her
registration with an election administration body.

(2) During electoral campaigns, public broadcasinstitutions shall provide free of charge air
time, within the limits set by Central Election Comission, to electoral contestants for public
debates. In case of paid electoral advertisembsatoeal competitors shall be offered
broadcasting space that does not exceed two howutisef entire electoral campaign, inclusively
no more than two minutes per day for each institutiFor the purposes of placement of paid
pre-election advertising, each electoral contesthall be provided with air time not exceeding
two hours for the entire electoral campaign, incigcho more than two minutes per day for each
broadcasting institution.

(3) Private broadcasting institutions may organizeler conditions equal for all electoral
contestants, debates during roundtables invitipgesentatives of all electoral contestants to the
same show or grouping them according to certaterai previously announced by the Central
Election Commission. Time of all electoral contessaspeeches shall be recorded during the
show, all electoral contestants shall be provided vequal time. Electoral contestants shall be
informed on the time of broadcasting respectivensheeven calendar days prior to each
broadcast, their schedule is approved by the Qdgligation Commission. The air time allocated
for paid pre-election advertising at each instutshall not exceed two minutes per day for
each electoral contestant.

(4) During pre-election debates outside free aietit is prohibited to air the election advertising
on the activity of the electoral contestants ohvtiteir or their authorized representatives’
participation, as well as the spots and TV oragadports on electoral contestants meetings with
the voters or on working visits to enterprises’ émgpes of those electoral contestants who hold
head positions at republican or rayon level. Natelal contestant shall be entitled to privileges
due to the offices they hold.

(5) Electoral contestants shall be liable for tbatent of published, distributed or aired election
advertising. Each advertising material shall bbarrtame of the electoral contestant, date of
publishing, number of copies, nhame of the Publighiouse.

(6) Public or private audiovisual institutions dh@bvide equal opportunities for electoral
contestants to buy air time, including the condittd equal fees’ establishment. Conditions of
booking air time and respective fees shall be anoed seven calendar days prior to the
broadcast of respective show. Fees for the air piroeided to electoral contestants may not
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exceed fees for the commercial advertising. Airtiior electoral advertisement shall be
provided at the same broadcasting hours.

(7) During the electoral period, all TV shows wathalytic, informative, entertaining or any

other character, which are relevant in one waynottzer to the electoral contestants, are
broadcasted under the provisions of the respeCoreept and Regulation. All TV or radio
broadcasts that are directly or indirectly relevarthe electoral contestants shall be aired only
under the topic "Electoral Campaign” (“Electoraia’the original), for recording the air time
provided. If damages to the reputation of one efdlectoral contestants are brought outside the
"Electorala" broadcasts, he may immediately enj@yright of reply on the same conditions.

(8) On election day, prior to closing polling stets mass media shall refrain from announcing
and broadcasting survey results on votes cast tiotagainst” electoral contestants, or
abstention from voting.

(9) Refusal to broadcast or publish, which werbaalone under this Code, electoral advertising
free of charge or against fee may be appealedurt.co

(10) Electoral contestants may organize meetingfs the electorate. Electoral councils and
bureaus and local public administration authorisieall ensure that organisation of such
meetings is provided on equal terms and conditioradl contestants.

(11) For the time period of electoral campaignwad as for the time period of conducting a
referendum, air time provided to Parliament, P&say, and Government press service may not
be used for pre-election campaigning or campaigfongr against the issues put up for
referendum.

(12) Upon registration of electoral contestantsh®yrespective election administration body,
they shall have the right to post their electoxtprs, which content shall meet law or ethics
provisions. The equal terms and conditions fortelat advertisement placement on electoral
billboards, including private ones, is approvedly Central Election Commission and made
public at the same time with commencing of eledtpeaiod.

(13) Local public administrative authorities ardiged, within 3 days of the date of electoral
contestant’s registration, to establish and guasmatminimum of special places for electoral
posters, to establish the least number and pldgagmises for organizing and holding meetings
with the voters. The respective decisions (puldimimistration act) are immediately posted at
headquarters of these authorities and are broogtiténtion of concerned subjects through mass
media and other communication means at disposal.

(14) Any election campaigning on election day dmelday preceding the elections is prohibited.
(15). Election campaigning on Internet and via iesttelephone shall be seen as electoral
campaigning in mass-media.

Chapter 8. Ballot Preparation
Article 48. Form of Ballot-Papers
(1) The design and the text of the electoral bdtiothe election of Parliament shall be approved
by a vote of the Central Election Commission. Icelcelections, the design of ballots shall be

approved by the CEC whereas their text shall becsepl by a decision of the respective district
electoral council.
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(2) The ballot. shall be divided into as many ragtas as there are electoral contestants. The
size of the rectangle must be large enough to dectbe first and last name, the date of birth,
profession (occupation), position and place of eyplent of the candidate, the name of the
party, socio-political organisation that nominatied respective candidate or a list or candidates,
and, upon request, the contestant’s electoral syortgigns. Identical contestant’s electoral
symbols or signs shall be prohibited.

(3) Electoral contestants are listed on a balhothe order determined by lots’ results daily
drawn by competent election administration body.

(4) In the left side of each rectangle shall bated the electoral sign or the symbol of the
electoral contestant that nominated the list ofltdates or respective candidate, or, optionally,
the electoral symbol of the independent candid@te.contestant’s electoral sign and symbol
shall be presented to competent election admitistréody together with other documents for
registration of electoral contestant.

(5) In the right side of every rectangle, and aegnal distance from the top and bottom margins,
a 15 mm diameter circle shall be printed in whioh Yoter applies the stamp with the inscription
"Voted" (“Votat” in the original) on it next to clsen candidate.

(6) Ballots shall be drawn up in accordance withlthw of the Republic of Moldova "On the
Functioning of Languages Spoken in the Republiglolidova".

(7) In the event that several types of electioesheld simultaneously, the ballots shall be of
different colors.

Article 49. Preparation of Ballot-Papers

(1) Ballots shall be printed according to instrans of respective election administration bodies.
Members of election administration bodies and mesibepresentatives of electoral contestants
may assist during the mock-up proofs for balloeparation, their printing and destroying.

(2) Ballots shall be printed no later than thregsdarior to elections, in a quantity not exceeding
the number of voters, on opaque paper. Each k&t bear both the serial number of
respective district and polling station. Printedldia are folded to conceal the ballots’ face
which the voter stamps “Voted”.

(3) Printed ballots shall be stored by the respmedlistrict electoral council and delivered to
precinct electoral bureaus on the eve of electii@s®d on an act of delivery. In case of precincts
established outside the Republic of Moldova thet@¢klection Commission shall send ballots
with at least three days prior to elections. Theber of sent ballots shall be based on the
number of voters included in the updated votes |igith allowed 5 percent reserve.

(4) The premises where ballots are stored shajuiaeded by the police. Only the chairperson of
respective district electoral council or precinetcgoral bureau, accompanied by at least two
other members of the council or bureau, shall lzepeess to them during this period.

(5) Members-representatives of electoral contestastwell as any voter, shall have the right to
familiarize wtih ballots’ samples at the precindatoral bureau.

(6) The ballots for parliamentary elections shallgassed over to district electoral councils by

the Central Election Commission not later than tags before the election.

Chapter 9. Voting
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Article 50. Time and Place of Voting

Voting is carried out on election day between 7af@ 21:00. The precinct electoral bureau
shall publicly announce the time and place of \@tio later than 10 days before the election
day.

Article 51. Voting Conditions

(1) During the time allotted for voting neither tpelling station place not the voting process
may be closed, with the exception of cases of mdessders, natural disasters, or other
unforeseen circumstances which make conductingléwtions impossible or dangerous for the
voters. In such cases the chairperson of the preelactoral bureau may suspend voting for no
more than two hours to bring the polling statioage! to its proper state or move it to other place,
having notified the voters of this fact.

(1Y While holding local elections, when it is impdalsito reopen the voting that has been
suspended according to paragraph (1), after 2 hthewoting is considered suspended for a
period of no more than 2 weeks and the CentraltiBle€Commission within 3 days shall adopt a
decision on the day of reopening the suspendedg.cifihe voting shall reopen under the same
legal conditions.

(2) Individuals entitled to observe the voting nmot be compelled to leave the polling station
during a time when the voting has been suspended.

Article 52. Organization of Voting

(1) Voting shall be carried out at specially eqe@gglaces with desks for ballot issuing, voting
booths or rooms for secret voting and ballot boBeses must be placed in such a way that to
approach them the voters first shall enter votiagtbs to vote in secret. The premises shall have
a sufficient number of voting booths or rooms stoaavoid a large crowds of voters.

(2) For purposes of maintaining order at the pglbtation and avoiding a crowd of voters, the
precinct electoral bureau shall establish a patihi® movement of voters, beginning with the
entry to the tables where the ballots are handédloen to the secret voting booths, and on to
the ballot boxes.

(3) The polling station shall be furnished in a viayallow the members of the precinct electoral
bureau and other persons authorized to observedhbwral procedures to continuously monitor
all aspects of the voting process, including vatentification, issuance of ballots and voters'
casting ballots into ballot boxes, as well as ltaltmunting and filling in the results’ protocols.

(4) The provision of the polling station with vagitbooths, ballot boxes, and other necessary
materials shall be the responsibility of local palldministration authority.

(5) Precinct electoral bureau shall be liable foting administration, ensuring the secrecy of
voters' will, equipping the premises and maintagronder at polling stations.

Article 53. Voting
(1) Every voter must vote in person. Voting foratmdividuals is not allowed. The precinct
electoral bureau shall hand out ballots to votersel on the voter list, only upon the

presentation of an identification document. Votsarall confirm receipt of the ballot by signing
the voter list next to his/her name.
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(2) Citizens residing on the territory of the prestinot included in the voter lists shall be endere
on a supplementary voter list upon presentaticanatientification document confirming their
place of residence within the precinct. Citizen®©wlave presented the precinct electoral bureau
an Absentee Vote Certificate shall be includednensame supplementary voter list. The
Absentee Vote Certificate shall remain at the pretoelectoral bureau and shall be attached to
the supplementary voter list. The voters who atdmauded in voter lists compiled at the
polling station established outside the RepubliMofdova may be included in supplementary
voter list which shall contain:

a) the surname and name of a voter;

b) date and place of birth;

c) the last place of permanent residence in theiR&pof Moldova.

(3) The voting is done upon presenting of one effthlowing identification documents:

a) identity card of a citizen of the Republic of Mova accompanied by a slip which certifies the
domicile or residence on the territory of respexiwlling station;

b) ex Soviet passport of 1974- type, with inscapton citizenship of the Republic of Moldova,
on a state identification number of natural pe@DINP) and mentioning the place of residence;
c) ex Soviet passport of 1974-type without insaoipton a state identification number of natural
person (IDNP), with inscription “valid with no fixkterm” and also with citizenship of the
Republic of Moldova and mentioning the place ofdesce — for persons who refused to have
identification document of the Republic of Molddvacause of religion;

d) temporary identity paper of F-9 type with inption on the citizenship of the Republic of
Moldova and domicile of holder;

e) passport of a citizen of the Republic of Moldémapassing the border of RM, sailor’s card -
at the polling stations established abroad, in chgarliamentary elections or national
referendum;

f) military ID card for serving military personndlivil service card issued by Civil Service
Center for persons at civil service.

(4) The chairperson and precinct electoral bureambers shall vote at the polling station where
they conduct their activity, and, if necessary |ldbe@ entered to supplementary voter lists based
on the Absentee Vote Certificate.

(6) The chairperson of the precinct electoral burgzall keep a record of the events during
voting and vote counting. At the request of bureembers or persons authorized to observe
electoral procedures, or of any voter, the chagpeshall note their comments and complaints
regarding electoral procedures on a separate aathwhall be attached to the protocol of the
precinct electoral bureau.

Article 54. Balloting Procedure

(1) The ballot shall be filled out by the voterarsecret voting booth or room. A voter who is
unable to fill out the ballot him/herself has tinght to invite another individual into the voting
booth, with the exception of members of the eledtbureau, members-representatives of
electoral contestants, and persons authorizeddereb electoral procedures. Such cases of
assistance to unable person shall be mentiondakireport of precinct electoral bureau.

(2) The voter shall apply the stamp with the instoon "Voted" (“Votat” in the original) in the
circle of only one of the rectangles on the balldtjch shall signify that he/she has voted for the
respective electoral contestant. The circles irrdéisé of the rectangles should be left blank.

(3) It shall be prohibited for any person to takdssued ballot out of the polling station.

(4) Each voter shall vote only for one electoraitestant.
27



(5) Excluded

(6) If a voter has spoiled a ballot by mistakehiather request the precinct electoral bureau shall
cancel it and issue a new ballot but only oncehis event, a note later shall be made in the
result protocol and in the voter list.

(7) The voter shall place the ballot stamped "Vbtatb the ballot box.
Article 55. Voting Security

(1) At 07:00 a.m. on election day the chairpersbiine precinct electoral bureau, in the presence
of no less than half of the members of the burshall check the ballot boxes and seal them. The
chairperson shall also check the integrity of vdists, ballots, and stamps, and file a protocol on
opening of polling station in two copies. That il shall be signed by all present members of
the precinct electoral bureau, one of the copgti®duced into the ballots box, after that
bureau’s chairperson shall announce the votingiagen

(2) Ballots shall be stored in a secure placeapttiling station, packed in plies of 100, and
shall be issued by the precinct chairperson to neesndif the bureau for handing out to voters
whenever necessary.

(3) Members of the precinct electoral bureau a$ agemembers-representatives of the electoral
contestants and persons authorized to observedtteml procedures shall be obliged to have
and put identification badges so people may re@egtiem. Persons who enter polling stations
shall be prohibited from wearing or displaying amgblems, badges or other symbols related to
electoral campaign.

(4) If, for health or other well grounded reasahe, voter is unable to come to the polling
station, the precinct electoral bureau, at hisénal or written request, shall delegate no less tha
two members of the bureau with a special ballot &k all electoral materials necessary for
voting to the place of voter’s residence to condhetvoting. Oral or written requests may be
submitted no earlier than two weeks prior the @ectlay and not later than 3 p.m. on the
election day. The voting at the place of votersidence is based on the voter list compiled by
the precinct electoral bureau according to voterguests. Persons who are not included in such
voter list have no right to vote at the place sidence. On the voter list at the polling station
next to the name of such persons a note shall e Méted at the place of residence” (“Votat
la locul aflarii” in the original).

(5) Individuals being detained on the basis of mast order until a court sentence is
pronounced, individuals sentenced to imprisonmedeua court decision which has not taken
legal force, and individuals under arrest for cottimg an offence shall also vote following the
procedure described in paragraph (4).

(6) In the event the chairperson of the precincelu authorizes a special ballot box to be taken
out the polling station, he/she shall announceftidg as well as the voter list that requested to
vote at place of residence beforehand, to the meswberesentatives of electoral contestants
and the individuals authorized to observe electoratedures, who are offered the opportunity
to accompany the mobile box using their own trangpion if necessary.

(7) The responsibility for maintaining order onctien day in the polling station and territory

adjacent to it within a radius of 100 meters shalkbssigned to the chairperson of the precinct
electoral bureau. The decisions he/she makes totamaiorder shall be mandatory for all.
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(8) The following individuals are entitled to beepent during the meetings of election
administration bodies, votes’ counting and tabalatelectoral activities related to voter lists,
ballots, Absentee Vote Certificates, and filing gnetocols of elections and referendum results
and tabulation:

a) members and representatives of the superidiaiesmdministration bodies;

b) members-representatives of the electoral cantesto respective election administration
bodies;

c) domestic, national, foreign and internationaaters accredited by the competent bodies;
d) mass media representatives.

No other individual may remain in the polling seationger than it takes one to vote.

(9) It shall be strictly prohibited for anyone toter a polling station with a firearm or bladed
weapon. A security officer may enter the premideb® polling station only upon request of the
chairperson of the precinct electoral bureau tesassreestablishing legal order.

Chapter 10. Vote Counting
Article 56. Votes Counting by Precinct Electoralr&au

(1) Upon expiration of time provided for votinggetlshairperson of the precinct electoral bureau
shall announce the closing of voting and give ingtons to close the premises of polling
station. Precinct electoral bureau then begins twogiprocedure.

(2) Before opening the ballot box, all unused kalkhall be counted, and cancelled by the
precinct electoral bureau by applying the stamméeded” thereupon (“Anulat” in the original),
after that tied apart and sealed.

(3). Before counting the votes obtained by elettooatestants, the precinct electoral bureau
shall establish the number of voters that wereedsallots by counting the number of voters’
signatures included in the voter lists and supptearg voter lists.

(4) After checking the seals on the ballot boxles,dhairperson of the precinct electoral bureau
in the presence of the members of bureau and peegdhorized to ovserve electoral procedures
shall open the ballot boxes. Mobile ballot boxealldhe opened first, the ballots from mobile
ballot box are counted, and then the stationarpblabxes shall be opened.

(5) The precinct must be provided with a sufficisnmber of tables so that all ballots taken
from the ballot boxes may be counted in one plasible to all members of the precinct bureau
and others in attendance. Badges with the namibe @flectoral contestants shall be placed on
the tables for vote counting.

(6) The number of ballots taken out of mobile biatloxes shall first be counted separately, and
reconciled with the number of ballots issued foibifeovoting, and only after that the obtained
number shall be sum up with other ballots in otderount votes obtained by the electoral
contestants.

(7) According to a procedure determined by theipct@lectoral bureau, or upon instructions
provided by the Central Election Commission or cetept district electoral council, members

of the precinct electoral bureau shall unfold thédis and determine for which electoral
contestant the ballot was cast. The ballots foh edectoral contestant shall be counted and
packed separately, and the results of the coustialj be entered on a special counting sheet as
they are determined and are communicated to supaection administration body.
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(8) Before the number of votes obtained by eacti@lal contestant is entered on the results
protocol, members-representatives of electoralestanhts and other persons authorized to
observe the electoral procedures shall be provatleapportunity to recheck the figures entered
on a special counting sheet.

(9) The precinct electoral bureau shall not includealid ballots in total number of counted
valid votes.

(10) After closing the polling station, the prediretectoral bureau is considered to be in a
meeting to count the votes and to file bureau’squais and report. All members of the precinct
electoral bureau shall remain at the polling statind participate in the operations of the bureau
during this entire period, unless prevented fronmgleo by a physical disability or other
extraordinary circumstances.

Article 57. Invalid Ballots
(1) The following types of ballots shall be cons&tkinvalid:

a) ballots with the identity numbers of districdgprecinct which do not correspond to respective
numbers of district and polling station where tlaéidi was cast in a ballot box;

b) ballots of other than the legally approved form;

c) ballots on which the stamp "Voted" (“Votat” inet original) has been applied in more than
one rectangle;

d) ballots on which the stamp "Voted" has not bagplied in any rectangle;

e) ballots in which the voter has added the nanwhar additional electoral contestants;

f) torn ballot with a mark indicating a choice fame candidate has been altered, erased or
crossed out and as a result the voter's optioatislear.

(2) As long as the intention of the voter is cleéhg ballot may not be declared invalid simply
because the voter applied several times the “Vaséathp in a single rectangle, or applied it
outside the circle of the rectangle or on the elettcontestant’s symbol or sign.

(3) Prior to declaring a ballot invalid, the charpon of the precinct electoral bureau shall
provide all members of the bureau and persons da#ltbto observe electoral procedures with
an opportunity to scrutinize it.

(4) If members of the precinct electoral bureaueh@wubts about the validity of a ballot, the
guestion shall be decided by a vote, and the estithe vote shall be entered in the protocol of
bureau’s meeting.

Article 58. Protocol and Report of the Precinctdideal Bureau
(1) The precinct electoral bureau shall draw upadgeol, in two copies, that includes:

a) the number of voters included in the voter list;

b) the number of voters included in supplementantgwlists;

c) the number of ballots issued to voters;

d) the number of voters that voted;

e) the number that reflects the difference betweemumber of ballot issued and the number of
people who voted;

f) the number of invalid ballots;

g) the number of valid votes cast for each elettmatestant (for each issue put up for
referendum);

h) the total number of valid votes cast;

i) the number of ballots received by precinct edeait bureau;
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j) the number of unused and cancelled ballots.

(2) In parliamentary elections, the protocol fornals be established by the the CEC, whereas in
local elections by respective district electoralimmail. Prior to election day the respective
electoral council shall provide precinct electdrateaus with the necessary number of protocol
forms.

(3) The results of the vote counting shall be exauiat a meeting of the precinct electoral
bureau and entered into the protocol, which sheaBigned by the chairperson, deputy
chairperson, secretary, as well as by the resticiddu’s members. The absence of signatures of
certain members of the precinct electoral bureail sbt make the protocol invalid. However,
the reasons for the absence of these signatur®sehadicated in the report of the precinct
electoral bureau.

(4) The protocol on the voting results shall bepared in several copies in the presence of
precinct electoral bureau members, representadivelectoral contestants and other authorized
persons. A copy of the protocol shall be kept atgblling station, a copy shall be submitted to
district electoral council, a copy shall be immeeliaposted at the entrance into the polling
station, whereas the others shall bee obligatbalyded out to representatives of electoral
contestants and observers.

(5) The chairperson of the precinct electoral burgaall also prepare the bureau’s report based
on the written record of the bureau's activitiesrtyithe electoral period. The report shall
include a summary of statements and complaintgecinet electoral bureaus activity as well as
decisions concerning those complaints adopted @¥ptiheau. The chairperson shall sign the
report and shall give the other members an oppibyttomprovide written comments and
additions to it and after that shall ask the resitrbers of the bureau to put their signature on the
document. Complaints and statements shall be attidchthe report.

(6) The chairperson of the precinct electoral burgaall hand over as soon as possible, but in no
event later than 18 hours after the announcemethieoflosing of the polling stations, to the
district electoral council the valid ballots seassgharately for each electoral contestant, results
protocol, report, invalid, unused, or contesteddbalas well as statements and complaints in a
sealed box. The sealed box shall be transporteeryadice guard, with the chairperson and at
least two members of the precinct bureau in attecelat all times. The precinct electoral bureau
established outside the Republic of Moldova shadnsit, apart from the listed documents, the
supplementary voter lists as well.

(7) Precinct electoral bureau stamps shall be ikeptox at the polling station. After closing
elections stamps shall be handed over to distiect@al councils.

Article 59. Tabulation of Votes by the District Eteral Council

(1) After receiving from the precinct electoral baus the protocols and reports presenting the
results of voting in the precincts, the distrieatbral council shall first establish the number of
voters participated in the election. The distrletcéoral council shall promptly report this figure
to the Central Election Commission. In the eveeptubters’ turnout throughout the entire
electoral district is less than required for valldctions in that district, the district councibsitd
also indicate that fact to the Central Election @assion. Either the Central Election
Commission or the district electoral council shoattshounce publicly that the election in the
entire country or that district is considered imdal

(2) On the basis of the protocols of precinct elesdtbureaus, the district electoral council shall
establish, with respect to the entire district:

a) the number of voters included in the voter Jists
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b) the number of voters included in supplementatgwlists;

c) the number of ballots issued to voters;

d) the number of voters that voted;

e) the number that reflects the difference betwhemumber of ballot issued and the number of
people that voted,;

f) the number of invalid ballots;

g) the number of valid votes cast for each eletwratestant (for each question put up for
referendum;

h) the total number of valid votes cast;

I) the number of ballots received by district eteat council;

j) the number of unused and cancelled ballots.

(3) The district electoral council shall then dragva record (protocol) on vote tabulation
throughout the entire electoral district. This mekshall be signed by all members of the district
electoral council, who shall also have the oppatyuo have whatever comments they wish to
make attached in writing to the record. Copieshefrecord on vote tabulation shall be handed
over to the representatives of electoral contestamdl observers upon request.

(4) The district electoral council shall submit tieeord of its vote tabulation in the district ket
Central Election Commission within 48 hours of t¢hesing of the polling stations. When
submitting the protocol to the Central Election Goission, the district electoral council posts at
the entrance of its office the table with the dethinformation concerning the district elections
results.

Article 60. Tabulation of Results by the Centradé&lon Commission

(1) In the event of parliamentary or local elecipar republican referendums, based on the
documents received from district electoral counitiess CEC shall prepare within five days a
protocol that includes the following:

a) the number of voters included in the voter Jists

b) the number of voters included in supplementantgwlists;

c) the number of ballots issued to voters;

d) the number of voters who voted;

e) the number that reflects the difference betweemumber of ballot issued and the number of
people that voted;

f) the number of ballots declared invalid;

g) the number of valid votes cast for each eletwoatestant (for each question put up for
referendum;

h) the total number of valid votes cast;

i) the number of printed ballots.

(2) The CEC shall introduce the final voting result entire country in a protocol, which shall
be signed by all members of the Commission, antl grepare the report on the election results.
Copies of the final results protocol shall be hahaeer to representatives of the electoral
contestants and observers upon request.

(21 In case of disagreement with preliminary votieguits, before validation of the results by
the competent bodies electoral contestants may apphese bodies a request to recount the
votes.

(3) In parliamentary elections the documents meetioin paragraph (2) shall be submitted to
the Constitutional Court for confirmation of elexts’ results and validation of mandates for
members of Parliament.

Article 61. Announcement of Preliminary Results
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(1) Prior to receiving voting results from all submate electoral councils and bureaus, the
election administration body responsible for tabaka shall periodically announce patrtial
results upon their reception as soon as possible.

(2) The election administration body responsibletédulation shall publicly announce the
overall results of the election as soon as possibbe all the voting results have been received
from the subordinate electoral councils and burgausase when the complains submitted to
election administration body or to competent cofitaw are not affecting the election’s results.

(3) Responsible for tabulation shall be:

a) the Central Election Commission with respegiddiamentary elections, general local
elections and republican referendum; or
b) competent district electoral council, in caséoctl elections and local referendums.

Article 62. Storage of Election Documents
(1) The Central Election Commission shall keepdieetoral records and materials in
accordance with the Law on State Archive Fund efRliepublic of Moldova .

(2) Upon expiration of the electoral period, distelectoral councils shall dispose of the
electoral documents and materials as follows:

a) lists of candidates, one copy of protocols ambrts prepared by district electoral councils
and by precinct electoral bureaus, copy of specahting sheet, stamps of district electoral
councils and of precinct electoral, signature atifgy sheets of independent candidates, and also
other electoral materials, financial report andwl act of financial documentation to rayon
(municipality) council (local public administratiauthority of second level) are submitted to the
Central Election Commission. In case of generalletections, lists of councilors elected in
local councils, lists of candidates in reserve lgstd of electoral contestant presented in
decreased order for each district shall also bengitdal to the Central Election Commission;

b) valid, invalid and canceled ballots, one copymiftocols and reports prepared by district
electoral councils and by precinct electoral buseaopy of special counting sheet, all
complaints together with decisions adopted on therd,in case o general local elections lists of
councilors elected in local councils, lists of calades in reserve and lists of electoral contestant
presented in decreased order for each district Baaubmitted to the court of law according to
territorial competence of district electoral counci

c) one copy of protocols and reports prepared blyidi electoral councils and by precinct
electoral bureaus, ballot boxes, copies of Elediode, Regulations of election administration

bodies activity and other electoral materials atensitted to local mayor’s office in district
where the district electoral council operated.

(3) The Central Election Commission shall provadeess to documents mentioned in this
article under provisions of Law on Access to Infation.
Chapter 11. Elections Observation and Mass M edia Coverage
Article 63. Observers
(1) At the request of any electoral contestantdisgict electoral council shall accredit an

observer for each polling station to monitor thecgbns. The authorized representatives of
candidates may also be accredited as an obsemviie event the district council finds that an
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individual proposed for accreditation under thisaggaph is unacceptable, it shall inform the
electoral contestant who proposed that persors sédsons.

(2) At the request of electoral contestants, thet@éElection Commission shall accredit an
observer for monitoring the elections in pollingtgins established outside the Republic of
Moldova. As observers can be accredited the cizdithe Republic of Moldova that are out of
the country, and also the representatives of iateynal and foreign nongovernmental
organizations from abroad.

(3) The Central Election Commission shall accrédtitrepresentatives of international
organizations, foreign governments and non-goventah@rganizations as observers.

(4) By decision of the Central Election Commissawrihe district electoral councils shall be
accredited representatives of competent publicceestsons from the Republic of Moldova to
observe the elections. For purposes of this papagia”"competent” public association is one
which is committed under its statute to promote anmghts and democratic values, and is
recognized by the Central Election Commission erdistrict electoral council (in case of
regional organizations) to be capable of exercisiug electoral activities.

(5) Observers accredited by the Central Electiom@assion shall have the right to monitor
election process on the territory of entire couming at all polling stations but observers
accredited by district electoral councils shall éévat right only on the territory of respective
district. Accredited observers are entitled torattany electoral procedures and meetings of
electoral administration bodies, including on thexgon day, without interfering with the voting
process or other election procedures, and to repgrirregularities observed to the chairperson
of an electoral bureau.

(6) The observers can be accredited before the emnuimg of electoral period and can perform
their activity on elections day and also in theigas before, during and after the elections.
Regulation of Observers Accreditation shall be &gy the decision of the Central Election
Commission.

Article 64. Mass Media Coverage of Elections

(1) During electoral campaign, mass media shalecelections pursuant to Regulation adopted
by the CEC.

(2) Mass media representatives shall have the sigims as accredited observers.

(3). During the electoral period, any polls regagdihe political preferences of voters shall be
carried out only after prior notification of the @eal Election Commission. The results of these
polls shall be made public not later than 5 daysereethe election day. On the elections' day,
before closing of polling stations, it is prohildte publish in mass media, throughout the whole
day, the materials including interviews with theéers, about the number of votes obtained by
the electoral contestants, their chances, as wellearesults of exit-poll. The competent
organizations that intent to hold the exit-pollalskhoordinate their activity with the Central
Election Commission, which shall elaborate ge heras in this domain.

(4) Mass media shall broadcast, at the CentraltiBle€ommission's request, social, civic and
electoral education video; carry out voters awagsrmampaigns concerning voting procedures
and other elections topics.

(5) Public broadcasting institutions are obligetigveas the private ones have the right, at the
Central Election Commission's request, to orgapi#aic debates, during the entire electoral
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campaign, in equal conditions for all the electaaitestants who are offered for debates not
less than 90 minutes per day, time that can be fasexhe or more TV or radio brodcasts.

(6) The broadcasting institutions have the righthioose the format of the debates under the
condition of respecting the equality among all ¢éfectoral contestants upon providing equal air
time within debates.

Chapter 12. Judicial Proceedings
Section I. Complaints Concerning Organization and Conduct of Elections
Article 65. Complaints

(1) Any voter or any electoral contestant may dileomplaint against a decision or action
(inaction) of electoral council and bureau, acfjimaction) of electoral contestants to electoral
administration bodies respecting their hierarchstesy or to court of law.

(2) A complaint shall describe the reasons ofiliisg and the evidences of violations. Complaint
shall be signed by and bear the identity data@tttmplainant.

Article 66. Submission of Complaints

(1) Actions and decisions of electoral administnatbodies may be complaint about within three
days of the action or decision complained of.

(2) Complaints against decisions and actions optleeinct electoral bureaus and district
electoral councils shall be filed with the coufftlaw where the respective electoral council or
bureau is located.

(3) Complaints against actions and decisions of3B€ shall be filed with the Court of Appeal
of Chisinau.

Article 67. Consideration of Complaints

(1) Complaints against actions and decisions of2B€ filed during an electoral period shall be
considered and adjudicated within five days ofrtfiing.

(2) Complaints against actions and decisions dfidislectoral councils or precinct electoral
bureaus shall be considered and adjudicated watliiays of filling, but no later than election’s
day.

(3) Complaints filed to court on the day of elensashall be considered and adjudicated on the
same day, whereas complaints against decisioneafa@ administration body on results
tabulation and mandates’ award shall be adjudidayecburt in the same time with confirmation
of the elections” legality and the validation ohndates.

(4) The activity of the courts shall be organizeguch a way that statements, complaints and
appeals are adjudicated without delays.
(5) Complaints filed to courts shall be considesiad adjudicated pursuant to the Code of Civil

Procedure and the Law on Administrative Jurisdictio

Article 68. Courts Rulings on Complaints
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(1) A court of law shall rule under the Code of iICRrocedure and Law on Administrative
Jurisdiction.

(2) After examining the materials regarding confiton of elections’ legality and validation of
mandates, a court shall rule on confirming legalitglections in respective district, validate
mandates of the elected councilors and mayorsglisaw/the list of candidates for councilors’
position.

(3) In the event that a court has confirmed legalftelections, but tabulation errors are found in
protocols, the court shall, on its own initiative,at the request of contesting part, annul, tptall
of partially, the protocol and shall exclude theatbral contestant with a smaller number of valid
votes, replacing him/her with the electoral corgestvith a greater number of valid votes
according to decreasing order of numbers aftersvate divided by a number of mandates .

(4) A court of law shall not validate results ot&b elections in respective electoral district if
frauds committed during elections or during tabalabf results have affected the elections’
results.

(5) Court rulings shall be final and binding foreexition upon its adjudication.
(6) Court rulings may be appealed within three daytheir adoption.

(7) Such appeals shall be examined within thres dagubmission.

Section I1. Penaltiesfor Electoral Law Violation
Article 69. Legal Penalties

(1) Individuals who, by violence, deceit,, thrdatgery or other method prevent citizens from
freely exercising their voting rights; purposefutlisseminate false information about electoral
contestants; commit any other action against tm@hand dignity of candidates; conduct
electoral propaganda on the day preceding thei@tscand on the day of elections; hinder the
activity of electoral councils and bureaus or tbhang at polling stations shall be held
accountable according to current laws.

(2) For violation of the present Code the Centtatiton Commission may apply or may request
application to the electoral contestants the follmgasanction:

a) a warning;
b) cancellation of registration.

(3). A warning is applied by a Central Election Guission’s decision, and cancellation of
registration is applied by a final court decision.
4. A warning is applied for violation of the pres€wode, except Articles 70 and 71.

Article 70. Criminal Penalties

(1) The following acts shall constitute crimes dedpunished in keeping with the Criminal
Code:

a) preventing eligible voters to vote and to betelé and if the same actions are accompanied by
causing serious injuries or a threat to life;
b) falsifying elections’ results by different techues;
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c) opening ballot boxes before the term establigheldw for voting closing;

d) attacking the premises of the polling statianstealing ballot boxes or electoral documents.
(2) Criminal cases for crimes described in paragi@p shall be pursued by prosecution bodies.
(3) The chairpersons of election administrationiee@nd other officials are obliged to inform
the prosecution bodies immediately whenever thepime aware of evidence that an action,
which in their opinion includes elements of a crimedated to conducting elections has been
committed.

(4) Criminal cases regarding the actions listegaragraph (1) committed during the electoral
campaign are examined by the prosecutor's offieepariod of 5 days.
Article 71. Penalties for Offences

Unlawful actions stipulated in articles 47 — 53loé Code on Offences of the Republic of
Moldova shall constitute offences and shall be ectigjo liability for the offences.
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Titlel!1.
Parliamentary Elections

Article 72. Applicability of this Title
This Title (Articles 72-94) shall be applicable ptb elections for mandates to serve in the
Parliament of the Republic of Moldova.

Article 73. Parliamentary Elections

(1) Parliament of the Republic of Moldova shalldéected by an universal, equal, direct, secret
and freely expressed vote, for a four-year term..

(2) Elections to Parliament shall be conducted ¢haseone national electoral district in which
101 deputies shall be elected.

Article 74. Administrative Electoral Districts afdecincts. District Electoral Councils and
Precinct Electoral Bureaus

(1) For administrative purposes, the Central Etec€Commission shall establish, at least 55 days
prior to election day, administrative electoraltdess corresponding to the territorial-
administrative units of the second level of the it#jg of Moldova, and at least 50 days prior to
elections, electoral councils, pursuant to the isious of Article 27 of this Code, to be
correspondingly applied. The responsibilities @& thstrict electoral councils shall include those
put forth in Article 28 of this Code, to be applieairrespondingly, except for letter (g).

(2) Electoral districts shall be divided into prects, pursuant to Article 29 of this Code, to be
applied correspondingly.

(3) The precinct electoral bureaus shall be eslabtl and shall exercise their responsibilities,
pursuant to Article 29 and 30 of this Code, to peli@d correspondingly.

Article 75. Candidates for Parliamentary Elections

(1) Citizens of the Republic of Moldova, eligibevote, who have reached the age of 18 years
by and on election day, have permanent residentteeinountry and meet the requirements
provided herein may be candidates for deputy masdat

(2)-(4) excluded

Article 76. Calling the Date of Elections

(1) The election of members of Parliament shalhélel within three months of the expiration of
Parliament's mandate.

(2) The day of Parliamentary elections is beindecaby a Parliament’s decision no later than 60

days before the election day.

(3) In the event of Parliament dissolution by tmeditlent of the Republic of Moldova , elections
of the new Parliament shall be called by the saewee of. the President. Early elections shall
be conducted no later than 45 days of the day wheedecree comes into force.

Article 77. Registration of Electoral Contestants
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In order to be registered electoral contestant shlamit to the Central Election Commission
the documents stipulated in Article 44 of this Code

Article 78. Special Requirements for Signature &€xlhg Sheets

(1) Signature collecting sheets in support of atependent candidate are drawn up and verified
pursuant to Articles 42-43 of this Code, to be espondingly applied.

(2) To be registered by the Central Election Corsiors independent candidates shall submit
signature collecting sheets with signatures oéast 2,000 and at most 2,500 supporters eligible
to vote.

(3) Upon verification the signature collecting stse¢he Central Election Commission shall
nullify false signatures and signatures that weaiad to several signature collecting sheets. .

(4) If upon scrutiny the submitted number of sigmes is found insufficient or if in the result of
invalid signatures exclusion the overall numbesighatures decreases under the minimum
threshold provided for in paragraph (2) of thisiélg, the independent candidate shall not be
registered and the decision to that effect shatldreveyed to him/her within 24 hours of
adoption.

(5) Upon receiving and registration of necessamgudtents stipulated in Article 44 by the
Central Election Commission it shall not be alloviegubmit supplementary signature
collecting sheets..

Article 79. Special Requirements for Candidate$ Risgistration

The number of candidates included in the listshendate of registration shall not be fewer than
51 persons and not greater than the number of ethts Parliament, stipulated in the
Constitution, with two reserve candidates.

Article 80. Amendments to Lists of Candidates

(1) Electoral contestants shall have the right to tebelr candidacy, their entire list of
candidates or cancel their decision to includearyicular candidate on the list not later than 5
days prior to election day.

(2) A decision to withdraw an entire list of canaliels or an individual candidate shall be adopted
by the nominating person or organization, and dteBubmitted to the Central Election
Commission which make it public.

(3) Replacement of a candidate may be done bdierexpiration of the term for candidates
registration. The Central Election Commission shrake public the decision to register the new
candidate.

Article 81. Voter Lists

Voter lists for elections of members of Parliam&mall be complied pursuant to Chapter 5
(Articles 39-40) of this Code, to be correspondyrapplied.

Article 82. Electoral Campaign during Parliamentilgctions

Electoral campaign during parliamentary electidmalde carried out pursuant to Chapter 7
(Articles 45-47) of this Code, to be correspondyrapplied.
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Article 83. Ballots

(1) Ballots shall be drawn up pursuant to Chapt@kr8cles 48-49) of this Code, to be
correspondingly applied.

(2) On the ballot an independent candidate shdikbed in a separate rectangle where his/her
first and last name shall be written, mentioningd&pendent candidate."

Article 84. Voting

Voting during the parliamentary elections shallcheried out pursuant to Chapter 9 (Articles 50-
55) of this Code, to be correspondingly applied.

Article 85. Vote Counting and Tabulation of Results

Vote counting and tabulation of Results are purst@a@hapter 10 (Articles 56-60) of this Code,
to be correspondingly applied.

Article 86. Threshold for Winning Parliamentary &ea

(1) Upon receiving records of results tabulatiomlirdistricts from all district electoral coungils
the Central Election Commission shall tabulatertiinber of valid votes cast for each party,
other socio-political organization in order to &dish whether or not they have reached the
minimal threshold to be represented in Parliament.

(2) The threshold for winning parliamentary seatas follows:

a) for a party or socio-political organisation - ®#the valid votes cast in entire country;

b) excluded

(3) Parties, other socio-political organizationsaited less votes than the percentage specified
in paragraph (2) shall be excluded from the procedfimandates’ allocation by a decision of
the Central Election Commission.

Article 87. Number of Mandates Obtained by thecElel Contestants

(1) The allocation of parliamentary seats to tleeieral contestants shall be conducted by the
Central Election Commission by dividing the numbgvalid votes cast for each electoral
candidate, except for independent candidates, By3,,4..., etc. up to the figure that
corresponds to the number of seats in Parliament.

(2) Of the results of all divisions and of the nwenbf valid votes cast for independent
candidates, as many numbers shall be selectedaeéing order as there are mandates to be
allocated. As a result, parties, other social-palitorganizations shall receive as many mandates
as they own numbers selected in the descending.orde

(3) Independent candidates shall be consideretkeel&cthey receive at least three percent of the
valid votes cast in the election throughout thérerountry.

Article 88. Mandates’ Allocation

(1) The Central Election Commission shall allocagindates to electoral contestants in the order
of their inclusion on the candidate lists, begimgvith the first candidate on the list.
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(2) If the last mandate to be allocated standsniore candidates with the same number of votes
cast, the Central Election Commission shall alethe mandate by drawing lots, which fact
shall be recorded in a protocol.

(3) In the event a party, other socio-politicalamgation is entitled to a number of mandates
higher than the number of candidates on the hsteixtra number selected in descending order
of respective organization shall be eliminated, seplaced by a number selected in descending
order of the other electoral contestants.

(4) Individuals included on lists of candidates bat elected shall be declared candidates on
reserve list. Candidate on reserve list shall letaded elected by the Constitutional Court in the
event that, for certain reasons, a parliamentanydate owned by a party, socio-political
organization becomes vacant. Candidate on resistwveay refuse the parliamentary mandate by
submitting a statement to that effect to the Cauntsdinal Court.

(5) In the event that, after the election is held the mandates are allocated, the electoral
contestant who nominated a list of candidatesusdionot to have candidates on reserve list, the
vacant mandates shall be allocated to the eleatordaéstants following next number according
to the descending order.

(6) In the event that the parliamentary mandataiobed by an independent candidate becomes
vacant, the Central Election Commission shall restioe descending order excluding the
number of the respective candidate and includiegatowing one.

Article 89. Confirmation of Results and Mandate i¢fation by the Constitutional Court

(1) The Central Election Commission shall, withBilburs of the election results tabulation,
submit to the Constitutional Court the documentatineaed in Article 60 and the lists of elected
members of Parliament and candidates on resetse lis

(2) Within 10 days of the date of receiving docutsdrom the Central Election Commission,
but not earlier than courts have finally ruled teenplaints submitted according to legal
procedures, the Constitutional Court shall eittwarficm or not, through a decision, the legality
of the elections. At the same time the Constitwid@ourt shall validate the mandates of the
elected members of Parliament.

(3) If the elections are validated, the Centrackten Commission shall issue certifying
document of Member of Parliament to elected carid&da

Article 90. Validation of Election Results by the@ral Election Commission

(1) The protocol on final results of elections,rajavith the decision of the Constitutional Court
on elections’ compliance to legislation and valik@tat least two-thirds of the number of
mandates, shall be submitted, within two days,adi#@nent. A copy of these documents and
lists of candidates in reserve confirmed by theitutional Court shall be submitted to the
Central Election Commission.

(2) The Central Election Commission shall make utble final election results within 24 hours
of receiving them from the Constitutional Court.

Article 91. Invalid Elections

Elections shall be declared invalid if less thae drird of the voters included in the voter lists
have participated.
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Article 92. Null Elections

Should the Constitutional Court establish thatmyithe voting and counting procedures the
provisions of this Code were violated that affedteslvoting results and mandates’ allocation,
the elections shall be declared null.

Article 93. Repeat Elections

(1) If elections are declared null aor invalid, entral Election Commission shall within two
weeks organize repeat elections of the same e candidates and based on the same voter
lists and the same electoral councils and bureaus.

(2) Electoral contestants violated the provisiohthe Election Code shall bear penalties or be
excluded from ballots based on final court of laacidion, and electoral councils and bureaus
which allowed commitment of such violation shallreelaced.

(3) The repeat election shall be considered valgghrdless of voters’ turnout.
Article 94. New Elections

(1) In the event that the repeat elections areagledInull or invalid, the Central Election
Commission shall call the date of new election$ini60 days of the day last elections were
declared null and invalid.

(2) In the event of early elections, if even thpaat elections are declared invalid or null,
President of the Republic of Moldova shall call nelections by his decree observing the term
indicated in Article 76 paragraph (3) of this Code.

(3) New elections shall be conducted pursuantitoGlode.

TitlelV.
Election of the President of the Republic of Moldova
Articles 95-117 are excluded

Title V.
L ocal Elections
Article 118. Applicability of this Title
Provisions of this Title (Articles 118-140) sha#t bpplicable only to elections of mayors and
councilors in local councils.

Article 119. Local Elections

(1) Mayors of towns (municipalities), villages (comnes) and councillors in rayon, town
(municipal) and village (commune) councils shallebected by a universal, equal, direct, secret
and freely expressed vote, for a four-year termgckvbegins from the date of when the local
elections’ results are confirmed.

(2) The number of councilors shall be establishethk Law on Local Public Administration.

(3) In special status territorial-administrativatanlocal elections shall be conducted under

provisions of this Code and acts adopted by theesgmtative authorities of respective
territorial-administrative units.
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Article 120. Electoral Districts and Precincts. tits Electoral Councils and Precinct Electoral
Bureaus

(1) For conducting elections of local councils amayors, each rayon, special status territorial-
administrative unit, town (municipality), town sectvillage (commune) shall constitute one
electoral district. Town (municipality), sector]lage (communal) electoral districts shall be
established by the district electoral councilshaf second level territorial-administrative units of
the Republic of Moldova at least 45 days priorlexton day.

(2) Town (municipality), sector, village (commundi¥trict electoral councils shall be
established by the second level territorial-adniats/e units' district electoral councils of the
Republic of Moldova at least 40 days prior to etecttay. District electoral councils are
established and exercise their responsibilitiessymant to Articles 27 and 28 of this Code, to be
correspondingly applied. In the event of new otiphelections, district electoral councils shall
be established by the Central Election Commission.

(3) Electoral districts for the election of member local councils and mayors shall be divided
into precincts for which electoral bureaus shalsbeup. Precinct electoral bureaus are
established and exercise their responsibilitiessymnt to Articles 29 and 30, to be
correspondingly applied.

Article 121. Special Responsibilities of the EleatdCouncils

In localities where only one electoral precincessablished for local elections, district electoral
council shall exercise the responsibilities of pretelectoral bureau as well.

Article 122. Calling the Day of Election

(1) The date of the general local elections orydadal elections shall be established by a
Parliament’s decision no later than 60 days betfoeeslection day.

(2) The date of the repeat, new and partial elastghall be called by the Central Election
Commission under this Code.

Article 123. Special Restrictions on Voting Right

(1) The active-duty military shall not participatelocal elections.

(2) Voters who are not resident in respective tignial-administrative unit may not participate in
the elections of the local council and mayor.

Article 124. Special Qualifications for Being Eledt

(1) The citizens of the Republic of Moldova who ahgible to vote, and have reached 18 years
of age by and including on election day shall erjeyright to be elected as councilors to local
councils. .

(2) The citizens of the Republic of Moldova who ahgible to vote, and have reached 25 years

of age by and including on election day shall erfgg/right to be elected mayor..

Article 125. Nomination, Submission of Candidacy &egistration of Candidates
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Nomination, submission of candidacy and registratibcandidates shall be conducted
according to Chapter 6 (Articles 41-44), to be aaptorrespondingly.

Article 126. Special Requirements for NominatiorCaindidates by Parties, other Socio-political
Organisations

(1) Number of candidates for councilors in listewld contain at least 1/2 of the number of
mandates available for the respective elector#icisind at most two candidates in reserve.

(2) Parties, other socio-political organisations/maminate only one candidate for mayor
position per electoral district. One person mayraoatin several electoral districts of the same
level.

(3) An individual may run for councilor position @ouncils of first level territorial-
administrative units of the Republic of Moldova,veall as in that of the second level territorial-

administrative unit. An individual may run for batiayor and local councilor, but not in more
than one electoral district of the same level.

Article 127. Special Requirements for Nominationrafependent Candidates

Citizens of the Republic of Moldova may nominatertiselves as independent candidates for
election in local council, provided they are supedrby two percent of the district voters,
divided by the number of councilor positions avalgato be filled through the election, but not
less than 50 persons, and for mayor - if theysapported by five percent of the district voters,
but not less than 150 voters and not more tharDDOyOters.

Article 128. Voter lists

Voter lists for local elections shall be compilagrguant to Chapter 5 (Articles 39-40), to be
applied correspondingly. Amendments in lists ofdidates are pursuant to Article 80, to be
applied correspondingly.

Article 129. Electoral Campaign

Electoral campaign shall be carried on during l@eattions pursuant to Chapter 7 (Articles 45-
47), to be applied correspondingly.

Article 130. Ballots

For election to councils of rayons, towns (munitipes), sector, villages (communes), and
mayors of towns (municipalities), sectors, villagesmmunes) separate ballots shall be drawn
up pursuant to Chapter 8 of (Articles 48-49), tapelied correspondingly.

Article 131. Voting

Voting in local elections shall be conducted purdia Chapter 9 (Articles 50-55), to be applied
correspondingly.

Article 132. Counting and Tabulation of Electionsiks

(1) Votes shall be counted and local electionslteshall be tabulated pursuant to Chapter 10
(Articles 56-62), to be applied correspondingly.
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(2) Number of votes cast for each candidate runfongnayor and councilor positions; name
and surname of the elected mayors and councilaragrof party, other socio-political
organisation, which nominated them; and/or "indeleen candidate”, shall be entered into the
protocol drawn up by the electoral councils ancebus.

Article 133. Allocation of Councilor Mandate in Quail

(1) The mandate of councilor for rayon, town (mupadity), sector or village (commune)
councils shall be allocated by respective distlettoral councils.

(2) Seats in council shall be allocated to partiéiser socio-political organisations by dividing
the number of valid votes cast for each party, rosloeio-political organisation by 1,2,3,4... etc.,
up to the figure that corresponds to the numbeeats established for the respective electoral
district.

(3) From the results of all the divisions and thenber of valid votes cast for independent
candidates they shall select in descending orderaay numbers as there are mandates to be
allocated in the electoral district. The quantitynambers chosen in descending order at the
disposal of party, other socio-political organisatshall correspond to the number of seats due
to them.

(4) An independent candidate shall be considerected provided the number of votes cast for
him/her frames into the numbers selected in desogruider.

(5) Council seats shall be allocated to candidatesing for council in the order of their
registration on the lists, beginning with the Wgtich received the most votes.

(6) If there is more than one candidate with theesaumber of votes for the last non-allocated
seat, district electoral council shall allocate t@ndate by drawing of lots, fact that shall be
recorded in a protocol.

(7) If a party, other socio-political organisatisrallocated a number of mandates higher than the
number of candidates on its list, the extra nunsieégcted in descending order of respective
organisation shall be eliminated and replaced byraber selected in descending order of the
other electoral contestants.

(8) If only independent candidates run for coundistrict electoral council shall draw up a list
with the number of votes cast for them in descemdimler and allocate every candidate one
mandate.

(9) Candidates included in the lists but not el@écteall be declared candidates on reserve list. In
the event a council mandate belonging to a patherasocio-political organisation, becomes
vacant before the end of term, it will be allocate@ne of the candidates on reserve list of the
respective party, in the order of their entry ia tist. In the event that the list of candidates in
reserve is exhausted, the replacement of vacandaears done by restoring the descending
order excluding the number of the respective catdidnd including the following one.

(10) In the event that the mandate allocated tmd@pendent candidate becomes vacant, the
vacancy shall be completed by restoring the desogrder, excluding number belonging to
the respective candidate and including the numitikrwing in the range.

(11) If only independent candidates are includedheballots, in the event of a vacant mandate,
the candidate on reserve list is allocated the @i@ndnder paragraph (10) of present article.
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(12) Mandates to candidates on reserve lists leadlllocated by the Central Election
Commission, pursuant to this Article and basedhendocuments stored by CEC.

Article 134. Election of Mayor

(1) Candidate running for mayor shall be consideledted provided that the/she obtained more
than half of the valid votes cast by all the votel® attended voting.

(2) If neither candidate running for the mayor gaéd more than half of the valid votes cast, in
two weeks a second-round election shall be conduméveen the two candidates who gathered
the greatest number of votes. These two candidagelssted in ballot in descending order of
accumulated number of votes in the first roundelferal contestants in the first round obtained
an equal number of votes, district electoral coustwall draw lots and record it in a protocol.

(3) In the second-round election the candidate gdins the greatest number of votes shall be
considered elected, regardless of the number efs‘aurnout. Upon tie vote the candidate who
gained the highest number of votes in the firshrbshall be considered elected.

Article 135. Confirmation of Elections’ Legality diMandates’ Validation

(1) District electoral councils of the first levielrritorial-administrative units submit protocols o
elections’ results to respective sector or munidiypaourts, whereas those of the second level
territorial-administrative units to the courts wlehe electoral councils of the second level
territorial-administrative units are based. Chisimaunicipality district electoral council shall
submit respective documents to the sector courtevite Chisinau municipality district
electoral council is situated.

(2) The courts, within 10 days of receiving thetrilis electoral councils' reports, shall either
confirm or not the legality of elections in evergtdct by a decision which they, within 24 hours
of adoption, shall submit to the Central Electicon@nission and the respective district electoral
councils, which shall publish the final results.

(3) At the same time the courts shall validaterttamdates of elected councillors and mayors and
mention this in the decision. Courts shall alsoficonthe list of candidates on reserve list.

(4) The council shall be considered legally congtil when mandates of at least 2/3 of the total
number of councilors are validated.

(5) The district electoral council shall issue #itgng document of Member of Council and of
Mayor to the elected councilors and mayors accgrtbrthe design approved by the Central
Election Commission.

Article 136. Invalid Elections

The election shall be considered invalid in certhistricts if less than 1/4 of the number of
voters included in voter lists have participate@lections. The decision to declare the election
invalid shall be adopted by the Central Electiom@ussion based on the decisions and
documents submitted by the district electoral cdanc

Article 137. Null Elections

The election shall be declared null if violatiorigtis Code have been committed during the
electoral procedures and affected the results tthg@nd mandates’ allocation. The decision
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concerning the declaration of elections null shalladopted by the CEC based on the decisions
by the respective courts.

Article 138. Repeat Elections

(1) If in certain districts or precincts, electidmsve been declared null or invalid, the Central
Election Commission within two weeks shall organiggeat elections with the same candidates
and electoral councils and bureaus and using the sater lists.

(2) Electoral contestants found guilty of commigtiwiolation of the Election Code shall be
excluded (deleted) from the ballots based on tied iourt of law decision. The electoral
councils and bureaus, which allowed commitmentuchsviolation shall be replaced.

(3) Repeat voting shall be conducted in strict ett@once with provisions of Chapters 9 and 10
and shall be considered valid regardless the nuofhesters’ turnout.

Article 139. New Elections
(1) New elections shall be declared if:

a) the local council has resigned, has been diedplw has become less than 1/3 in the number
established by the Law on Local Public Administrati

b) the mayor has resigned, was recalled or isIletta exercise his/her mandate any longer;
c) after the repeat election the council and/or ondmas not been elected;

d) excluded

e) if upon territorial-administrative reorganisatjdocal public administration bodies (councils,
mayors) have to be elected in the newly establiséeiorial-administrative units.

(2). If a mayor’s position is vacant in the lasaybefore the end of mandate’s term the new
elections are not conducted.

(21 If one of circumstances specified in paragraptotturred, the local public administration
body shall notify in writing the Central Electioro@mission no later than within 10 days upon
the date of such circumstance’s occurrence.

(2) The new elections shall be called by the Céliection Commission no later than within
30-day period starting from the date the circumstanmentioned in paragraph (1), are found,
and no later than 60 days before the day of electio

(3) The new elections shall be conducted in compkawith the provisions of this Code.

Article 140. Partial Elections

(1) The Central Election Commission within two weelkall call partial elections in one or
several districts if after the elections the reediby law number of councilors have not been
elected.

(2) Partial elections for the vacant mandates sfettonducted pursuant to the provisions of the
Titles I, I and V.

(3) The patrtial elections shall be called by theisien of the Central Election Commission no
later than 60 days before the election day.

Title VI.
Referendum
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Article 141. Applicability of this Chapter
The provisions of this Title (Articles 141 - 202)adl be applicable only to the organization and
conduct of republican and local referenda.

Chapter 13. Republican Referendum
Article 142. Republican Referendum

(1) Republican referendum is being held to ensemple right to exercise citizens’ power and
the right to participate directly in the adminisima of public affairs.

(2) The vote in the referendum is universal, egsedyet and freely expressed, pursuant to the
Constitution and this Code.

(3) The decisions adopted based on republicanemedeim have supreme legal power upon their
confirmation by the Constitutional Court, and hauading effect everywhere on the territory of
the Republic of Moldova.

Article 143. Types of Republican Referendum

(1) Upon the legal nature of question subject teremda, republican referenda may be
constitutional, legislative and consultative.

(2) The subject of constitutional referendum isrng@sion of the Constitution.

(3) The subject of legislative referendum are diafts or some of their provisions of major
importance.

(4) The subject of consultative referendum aregbees of national interest that are brought for
consultations with public that further require fidacisions making by competent public
administration bodies. Questions proposed for deaisee referendum shall be composed in
neutral, unambiguous language, without suggestiag@hswers.

Article 144. Initiating Republican Referendum
(1) A republican referendum may be initiated by:

a) at least 200,000 citizens of the Republic of ddwk eligible to vote. In case of constitutional
referendum, provisions of Article 141 letter a)gmgaph (1) of the Constitution shall be applied;
b) no less than 1/3 of the members of Parliament;

c) President of the Republic of Moldova;

d) Government.

(2) Those mentioned in paragraph (1) may initiaig tgpe of referendum provided in Article
143.

(3) If the referendum is initiated by those menéidnn paragraph (1) letter a), signature
collecting sheets shall be attached to the propwsatitiating the referendum.

(4) The proposal on initiating the referendum shadlude questions subject to referendum
stated clearly, avoiding ambiguities, as well asdhm of holding the referendum and its
suggested date. Issues running counter to eachgitak not be subject to referendum.

Article 145. Restrictions Imposed on Holding a Reman Referendum
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(1) A republican referendum may not be held in anty under a state of war, siege or
emergency, nor within 120 days after the respediate is ended. If a date for referendum
coincides with a day declared later as a date of si@ge or emergency state, then the
referendum shall be cancellexk legeor postponed, pursuant to the terms of holdingrezsfdum
stipulated by this Code. The decision to postporepablican referendum shall be adopted by
the body which issued the decision to hold therezfgum.

(2) Also a republican referendum may not be helé period within 120 days before or after the
day of parliamentary or local elections, as welbaghe day of their, or the day of another
referendum, conduct.

Article 146. Issues which May be Brought to Repedoli Referendum
(1) The following may be questions for republicaferendum:

a) adoption of the Constitution of the Republidvidldova;

b) approval of constitutional laws adopted by tlagliBment revising provisions regarding the
sovereignty, independence and unity of the stateyedl as issues related to the permanent
neutrality of the state;

c) other essential issues of public and stateester

(2) It is binding to organise and hold referendalmissues indicated in letter b) paragraph (1).

Article 147. Issues Which May not Be Subject to Rdgan Referendum
The following shall not be submitted to a Republicaferendum:

a) issues related to the state budget, taxes;

b) issues regarding amnesty or pardon;

c) extraordinary or emergency measures for ensyhdjc order, health or security;

d) electing, appointing or dismissing persons fafffom positions which is the competence of
Parliament, Government or President of the RepuflMoldova;

e) issues of judicial and prosecution bodies coemps.

Article 148. Initiating Referendum for Constituti®evision

(1) Referendum for Constitution revision are irighin compliance with Article 141 of the
Constitution.

(2) The proposal on conducting a referendum forg@itution revision is submitted to the
Constitutional Court, which is obliged within 10ydato review the constitutionality of the issues
to be subject to referendum and to present itsrfged

(3) After Constitutional Court reviews the condiibnality of the issues to be subject to
referendum, the proposal on holding a referendwgatter with findings of the Constitutional
Court are submitted for the Parliament examination.

(4) Constitution revision may not be subject teerehdum if it will result in violation of
fundamental human rights and freedoms.

(5) If both Parliament and citizens at the same tinitiate the revision of the same Constitution
provisions, the parliamentary procedure to exartheesaid provisions shall close.
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Article 150. Parliament or President Decree oni@@lRepublican Referendum

(1) Within six months of receiving proposals ortiating a referendum, Parliament shall adopt
one of the following decrees:

a) calling the referendum within at least 60 daydexree’s adoption;

b) rejecting proposal on holding a referendum,asecthe latter is initiated by members of
Parliament;

c) on solving the issues proposed for referenduthawit further conducting it.

(2) In the Parliament or President delieveranceadeg the republican referendum shall be
stated the date of holding referendum, name oflth& law or draft decree to be adopted, and
guestions subject to referendum.

Article 151. Calling the Referendum

(1) The date of republican referendum shall beedatly Parliament decree if the initiative to
hold the referendum belongs to citizens or membEPRarliament or by the President of the
Republic of Moldova if the initiative to hold theferendum belongs to him/her and has
consultative effect.

(2) The referendum shall be called for no latentB@ days before the date of the referendum.
Article 152. Initiation of Republican Referendum Gitizens

(1) To initiate a republican referendum citizenalblstablish a citizen initiative group at
meeting attended by at least 300 citizens eligiblote. No later than 10 days before the
meeting, the initiators shall notify in written farthe local public administration authority of the
locality where the meeting shall be held, timecplaand purpose of that meeting.

(2) Before the meeting, the participants shalldggstered, their last and first names, place of
residence shall be entered on a list.

(3) A chairperson and a secretary of the meetiadl bl elected. The meeting’s agenda shall
include discussions whether it is reasonable td tied referendum and set up questions to be
proposed for referendum.

(4) In the event that the majority of participammshe meeting vote for holding a referendum, an
initiative group shall be established to adminisiter signatures’ collection. The group shall be
composed of at least 100 citizens eligible to vdtee group shall elect from among its members
the executive bureau including a chairperson, e-gl@irperson and a secretary who will
represent the group and manage its activity.

(5) A protocol of the meeting shall be drawn uptearing the results of the vote on the issues
included in the agenda. The documents of the ngetist of participants, protocol, clearly and
correctly stated questions proposed for referendumd list of the citizen initiative group
members including their identity data, shall bensid) by the chairperson and secretary of the
meeting.

Article 153. Registration of Citizen Initiative Grp

(1) The citizen initiative group for holding thefeeendum shall be registered with the Central
Election Commission. For registration, the grouglissubmit the following documents:
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a) documents of the citizen meeting which elededinitiative group, attested by the mayor of
the locality where the meeting took place;

b) written statement of consent of the members®finitiative group to collect signatures in
support of the referendum;

c) written application statement for registration.

(2) The Central Election Commission within 15 dayseceiving the documents mentioned in
paragraph (1) of this Article shall adopt a decisiegarding either the registration of the
initiative group or the refusal to register thewgvoThe decision on the registration of the
initiative group shall provide the terms for sigmas collection, which may be no shorter than
two months and no longer than three months.

(3) Upon registration, members of the initiativegp shall be issued a special document-card
attesting their right to collect signatures accogdio the design established by the Central
Election Commission.

(4) Information concerning registration of the iaiive group and the questions subject to
referendum shall be made public through mass media.

Article 154. Collecting Signatures

(1) From the registration day, members of theatiite group are entitled to freely collect
signatures for holding the referendum (hereinatéerred to as signature collecting sheet).

(2) Signatures shall be collected according tocketd2 hereof, to be correspondingly applied.
Article 155. Special Requirements for Signaturel€xing Sheet

Prior to collecting the signatures, the questiare&ions) proposed for referendum shall be
written on each of the signature collecting sh€etlection of signatures on sheets without the
text of questions being written on them is proleidit

Article 156. Responsibility for Accuracy of SigneguCollecting Sheets

(1) A person who collect voters' signatures mugt givery sheet of the signature collecting sheet
and make a note to the effect that the collectosqrelly collected the signatures and confirmed
the identity of the persons whose names appedrairsheet by verifying their ID. Each

signature collecting sheet shall be attested bypedemt local public administration body.

(2) Members of the initiative group must warn tleegons that they can sign only one signature
collecting sheet.

(3) Signature collecting sheets that have dataemteefore the initiative group was registered or
which have not been signed by the signature colleot have not been attested by the stamp of
the local public administration body, shall be adased null and void.

Article 157. Submission and Verification of Signatollecting Sheets

(1) No later than on the last day of the signatai&ection term, the initiative group shall draw

up a protocol indicating the number of collecteghsitures, the date when initiative group was
registered, and the date when the collection afatigres was concluded. The protocol signed by
the members of the initiative group together wité signature collecting sheets shall be
submitted to the Central Election Commission.
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(2) Within 15 days of signature collecting sheetismsission, the Central Election Commission
shall check authenticity of the signatures (alih&fm or at random) on the submitted sheets.
Signatures by persons who have signed twice or tiraes shall be excluded. Signature
collecting sheets found in breach of Article 15&.[¢1) thereof shall be considered null and
void.. Upon verification of signature collectingests, the CEC shall draw up a protocol and
adopt a decision on initiating the referendum.

(3) In the event that the required number of sigrest was not submitted, the CEC shall adopt a
decision rejecting holding the referendum and clingeregistration of the citizen initiative

group.

(4) Protocol on the verification of signature cotlag sheets, verified signature collecting sheets,
and the CEC' decision on referendum initiating Idb@lsubmitted to the Permanent Bureau of
Parliament within three days.

Article 158. Electoral Districts, Precincts, ElaetbCouncils and Bureaus

(1) For administration of the republican referendtime CEC shall establish administrative
electoral districts, which shall correspond todkeond level territorial-administrative units of
the Republic of Moldova, and district electoral ooils pursuant to the provisions of the Article
27 hereof, to be correspondingly applied.

(2) The responsibilities of the district electoralincils shall be those provided in Article 28 of
this Code, to be correspondingly applied.

(3) Electoral district shall be divided into preciis, pursuant to Article 29 of this Code, to be
correspondingly applied. A precinct electoral burshall be established for each precinct and
exercise its responsibilities, pursuant to Art8and 30 of this Code, to be correspondingly
applied.

(4) Powers of district electoral councils and pmetielectoral bureaus shall expire upon the
confirmation of republican referendum results by @onstitutional Court.

(5) Where the electoral district stands for onlg docality and only one precinct, no precinct
electoral bureau shall be established, its respoitigis shall be exercised by the district
electoral council.

Art.159 excluded

Article 160. Support for Electoral Councils and Baus in Holding Republican Referendum,
Their Activity Administration, Amendments in Comgitbsn and Dissolution

Support for electoral councils and bureaus in mgdepublican referendum, their activity
administration, amendments in composition and disiem shall be conducted pursuant to
Articles 31-34 of this Code, to be correspondirgplied.

Article 161. Lists of Citizens Eligible to Particfe in Republican Referendum

The lists of citizens eligible to participate iretrepublican referendum (voter lists) shall be
complied in accordance with Chapter 5 (Articles489-hereof, to be correspondingly applied.

Article 162. Ballots
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(1) Ballots shall set up the question or the deaft brought to republican referendum. To the
right of the question or draft law two rectanglaghwhe words "pro" and "contra" shall be
horizontally placed, with two circles underneath.

(2) In the event that several questions are brotmghepublican referendum, each question shall
be printed on a different ballot. In case seveslnrendums are held at the same time, the ballots
shall be of different color.

(3) Ballot papers shall be drawn up in accordanite the Law on Languages Spoken in the
Republic of Moldova.

(4) Ballots shall be printed in a quantity thatresponds to the number of voters in the district.
(5) Ballots setting up the same question shallrivéed in the same format, with the same font,
on paper of the same color and density.

(6) The design and text of ballots and the exemgfl@rotocols of electoral councils and bureaus

for the republican referendum shall be approvethkyCentral Election Commission.

(7) Ballots shall be passed over to district elesdtoouncils three days prior to the republican
referendum and to the precinct electoral bureaesday prior to the referendum.
Article 163. Referendum Campaigning

Debates on the questions proposed for referendathishconducted pursuant to Article 47 of
this Code, to be correspondingly applied.

Article 164. Voting

(1) Voting in the republican referendum shall b&hgirsuant to Chapter 9 (Articles 50-55) of
this Code, to be correspondingly applied.

(2) Voters shall fill out the ballots by applyinget "Voted"(“*Votat” in the original) stamp inside
one of the two circles under the rectangles withwiords "pro" or "contra”, thus expressing their
will.

Article 165. Observation of Republican Referencamd Mass Media Coverage

Observation and coverage of the administering adig the referendum shall be conducted,
pursuant to Chapter 11 (Articles 63-64) of this €ad be correspondingly applied.

Article 166. Counting and Tabulation of Republiddeferendum Results

(1) The results of the republican referendum dbmallabulated under Chapter 10 (Articles 56-60)
of this Code, to be correspondingly applied.

(2) The number of votes cast for "pro" and "conshall be entered into protocol on tabulation
of republican referendum results.
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(3) The results of republican referendum shallxem@ned by the CEC, which shall adopt a
respective decision on that.

Article 167. Validation of Republican ReferendunsBis

(1) The CEC decision and the protocol on the resaflthe referendum shall be submitted to the
Constitutional Court.

(2) The Constitutional Court within 10 days shaiamine the documents submitted by the CEC
and shall either confirm or not the results ofsgublican referendum.

Article 168. Decision Adoption, Publication and Eamce in Force of Referendum Proposal
(1) A republican referendum proposal shall be adbergid adopted if it gains the majority of
voters who participated in the referendum. In thené that the draft of a constitutional law is

proposed for referendum, it shall be consideregbtaibif it gains at least half of the voter's
votes entered on voter lists.

(2) The adopted referendum proposal shall be phdyisn a special issue of the Official Monitor
of the Republic of Moldova. Date of adoption is swmiered to be the day of holding referendum.
The proposal shall come in force upon its publighmthe Official Monitor or on the date
specified in its text.

Article 169. Cancellation and Amendment of Deciskaopted by Republican Referendum

A decision adopted by republican referendum dimttancelled or amended through republican
referendum, or through the procedures providedh®IConstitution’s revision.

Article 170. Documents of Republican Referendum

Referendum documents shall be stored pursuantticléd62 of this Code to be correspondingly
applied.

Article 171. Invalid Republican Referendum

The Central Election Commission shall declare aregfdum invalid if less than 3/5 of the voters
included in voter lists participated in the refetem.

Article 172. Null Referendum

The Constitutional Court shall declare a referenchwththroughout the republic or in certain
territorial-administrative units, if serious viadlas of this Code occurred during the voting or
vote counting and affected the results of the egfdum.

Article 173. Repeat Republican Referendum

(1) In the event that the referendum is declardl] the CEC within one month shall organise a
repeat referendum, throughout the entire countiig certain territorial-administrative units.

(2) The electoral councils and bureaus guilty ofations of this Code shall be replaced.
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(3) The repeat republican referendum shall be argdrand conducted under this Title and
Code.

Article 174. New Republican Referendum

A republican referendum for the same proposal nealgddd in at least two years after the day of
the previous referendum.

Chapter 14. Local Referendum
Article 175. Local Referendum

Local referendum is the vote of the people on issiiespecial interest for the village
(commune), sector, town (municipality), rayon, spkestatus territorial-administrative unit.
Mayors of villages (communes) and towns (munictjesd) are recalled through local
referendum.

Article 176. Restrictions on Holding Local Referend

(1) A local referendum may not be held in terrigsrunder a state of war, siege or emergency. If
the local referendum date is called for the daywhbich later the state of war, siege or
emergency is declared, then the referendum shalbeelledex legeor postponed, pursuant to
the terms of holding referendum stipulated by @isle.

(2) Local referendum may not be conducted 120 gags or after the day of conducting any
type of elections or referendum in the same tawrjtonless conducted on the same day.

(3) The decision to postpone local referendum di@kdopted by the Central Election
Commission at the proposal of the local counciherrepresentative authority of the special
status territorial-administrative unit, which isdu@e decision to hold the referendum.

(4) Local referendums on recalling a mayor mayrgated one year after the respective mayor
has been in office or one year after the last esigum to call his/her mandate was held.
Referendums to recall a mayor may not be initigigdnonths before the end of term of his/her
mandate.

Article 177. Issues that May be Brought to LocafdRendum

(1) Issues that are of special importance for éspective locality and that fall in the competence
of local public administration bodies may be braughocal referendum.

(2) A referendum to recall a mayor may be initiatdten a mayor does not act in the interests of
the local community, does not properly exerciséheisresponsibilities of elective official and

in accordance with current laws or breaches mardlethical norms, which facts need to be
confirmed in the established manner.

Article 178. Issues which May not be Subject todldgeferendum
The following issues may not be submitted to refduen:

a) taxes and budget;

b) extraordinary or emergency measures for ensymidjc order, health or security;

c) electing, appointing or dismissing persons fafffom positions which are the competence of
Parliament, Government or President of the RepuflMoldova;
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d) recalling a mayor who has been dismissed bya flecision of the court;

e) issues in the competence of courts of law anddeutor's office;

f) amendments to territorial-administrative suboedion of localities, except for the cases
provided in the Law on Special Legal Status of Gaga(Gagauz-Yeri).

Article 179. Calling the Date of Local Referendum

The date of local referendum is called by the Gearlection Commission at the proposal of
village (commune), sector, town (municipality),rayon council or representative authority
bodies of special status territorial-administrativet.

Article 180. Initiating Local Referendum
A local referendum may be initiated by:

a) half of the elected councilors but in case o&lieng a mayor - by secret voting of two thirds
of elected councilors;

b) mayor of the village (commune), town (municipgli except where a referendum to recall a
mayor is being initiated,;

C) representative bodies of special status teritadministrative unit;

d) 10% of the citizens eligible to vote, residenitshe respective territorial-administrative unit.

Article 181. Registration of Citizen Initiative Grp

(1) In the event that the initiative to hold a refedum comes from citizens, a citizen initiative

group shall be established, including no less &@nitizens eligible to vote and residing in the
respective territorial-administrative unit. At €89 citizens should participate at the founding
meeting of the initiative group. At least three slémgfore the meeting, the initiators shall notify
the mayor in written form about the time, place andbose of the meeting.

(2) A citizen initiative group is registered by tloeal public administration bodies, within five
days of the date of submitting the written stateifmequesting registration, the protocol of
establishment, and the questions proposed forefieeeandum. Where a referendum on recalling
the mayor is being initiated, the initiative graspo be registered by the sector (rayon) or
municipal court where the respective locality tsigied.

(3) In the decision of registration the term fayrature collection, no less than 30 days and no
more than 60 days, as well as the questions suijémtal referendum shall be stated.

(4) Upon registration of the citizen initiative gim its members shall be issued a special
document-card attesting their right to collect sigmes according to a design established by the
Central Election Commission.

(5) The information regarding the registration lué titizen initiative group shall be published in
the local press.

Article 182. Collecting Signatures

(1) Members of the citizen initiative group regrsie in keeping with Article 181 shall have the
right to collect signatures in support for holdingal referendum.

(2) Signatures shall be collected according tocketd2 of this Code, to be correspondingly
applied.
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(3) For holding a local referendum, at least 10%aiérs’ signatures entitled to vote and
residing in respective territorial-administrativeittare necessary.

Article 183. Special Requirements for Signaturel€xing Sheet

The question (questions) proposed for referenduatt Bl written on each of the signature
collecting sheet. Collection of signatures on shagthout the text of questions being written on
them is prohibited.

Article 184. Responsibility for Accuracy of SigneguCollecting Sheet

(1) The person collecting the signatures shall sigry sheet of the signature collecting sheet
and make a note to the effect that the collectosqrelly collected the signatures and confirmed
the identity of the persons whose names appedratrsheet by verifying their ID. Each petition
shall be authenticated by applying the stamp ofdbal public authorities.

(2) Persons collecting signatures on the signatolfecting sheets shall bear responsibility for
the authenticity of the data on the signature ctlg sheets, and shall warn the person who
signs that he/she may sign only one signatureatoig sheet.

(3) Signature collecting sheets on which data heaen entered before the initiative group was
registered or those which have not been signetidgignature collector, or have not been
attested by the stamp of the local public admiai&in bodies, shall be considered null and void.

Article 185. Submission and Verification of SignaCollecting Sheets

(1) Signature collecting sheets shall be submitaééy authentication, to the local council or to
the representative bodies of the special statusoteal-administrative unit. Where a referendum
to recall the mayor is being initiated, signatunllecting sheets are submitted to the sector
(rayon) or municipal court where the respectivalibg is situated.

(2) Signature collecting sheets submitted by attiirgtiative group shall be verified within 15
days. Signatures by persons who have signed thatsig collecting sheets twice or more times,
shall be excluded. If upon the verification it @hd out that the required number of signatures
has not been collected, then the procedure shaliggended and the registration of the citizen
initiative group shall be cancelled.

Article 186. Adoption and Publication of the Deoision Holding Local Referendum

(1) Within 15 days after submitting the signatuodiecting sheets or after the adoption of the
decision by the local council, by the represen&aguthority of the territorial-administrative unit
or by the mayor, the respective local council @ ribpresentative authorities of special status
territorial-administrative unit shall either appeowr reject the proposal to hold the local
referendum.

(2) The decision on holding the referendum shattain:

a) proposal on the date of the referendum (no sabae one month and no latter than 45 days
of the day the decision was adopted);

b) questions proposed for referendum;

c) the reasons for recalling the mayor, where eregfdum to that effect is proposed.

(3) Questions subject to referendum shall be stat=tly to avoid ambiguities. Conflicting
issues may not be proposed for the referendum.
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(4) The decision to conduct local referendum sbhalinade public within three days of the day
of its adoption.

Article 187. Electoral Districts and Precincts

(1) For holding local referendum, the following @l&ral districts shall be established (according
to the case): villages (communes), sector, towns{aipalities), rayon or special status
territorial-administrative unit.

(2) Electoral districts shall be established by@®atral Election Commission at the proposal of
local public administration authorities, at lea@tdays prior to local referendum.

(3) Precincts shall be established by respectisiidi electoral councils at least 20 days prior to
local referendum.

(4) Precincts shall be established pursuant tadgel-administrative principles, by dividing
localities into precincts including at least 30 atanost 3,000 voters. Precincts shall be
numbered.

(5) Where the electoral district includes only dmeality and only one precinct has been
established, the district electoral council shaéireise the responsibilities of the precinct
electoral bureau.

Article 188. Establishment of Electoral Councilgldureaus for Local Referendum

(1) District electoral councils for local referemdishall be established by the Central Election
Commission, at the proposal of local councils gresentative authorities of special status
territorial-administrative unit, parties, other gBpolitical organizations represented in the
Parliament, including 5-11 members, no later thawl&ys prior to the date of local referendum.
Conditions of district electoral councils’ formatiand their responsibilities are stipulated by the
Article 27 and 28.

(2) Precinct electoral bureaus established fotdbal referendum shall be formed by district
electoral councils established for the local refdten, at the proposal of local public
administration bodies, parties, other socio-pditerganizations represented in the Parliament,
including 5-11 members, no later than 20 days pddhe date of local referendum. Conditions
of precinct electoral bureaus’ formation and tlmegponsibilities are stipulated by the Article 29
and 30.

(3) Chairpersons of rayon electoral councils, Gtagimunicipality electoral council and special
status territorial-administrative unit electoraliogil established for the holding local
referendum shall be elected by respective locahcitsi

(4) Electoral councils and bureaus establishedtaact local referendum may not include
councilors of local councils, members of the initia group, members of parties or other socio-
political organizations running in elections.

(5) During the first session of the second leveit@rial-administrative unit district electoral
council established for the conduct of local refiei@m, the deputy-chairperson and the secretary
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of the council shall be elected by a vote of th¢amiy of its members. During the first session
of the village (communal), town (municipal) ele@bcouncil and precinct electoral bureau the
chairperson, deputy-chairperson, and the secrefahe bureau shall be elected.

(6) Within two days of the date of establishmefgctral councils and bureaus shall make
public their personal composition, address, andamtraetails.

(7) The authority of the electoral councils anddawrs shall expire after validation of the
referendum results.

Article 189. Additional Responsibilities of Elec&diCouncils and Bureaus

In the event that the local referendum is heldhatdame time with elections (local,
parliamentary) or republican referendum, electooaincils and bureaus established and
functioning pursuant to Chapter 3 of this Codedmimister the conduct of elections, shall
exercise the functions and responsibilities ofdtencils and bureaus for holding the
referendum.

Article 190. Support for Electoral Councils and Baws in Holding Local Referendum, Their
Activity Administration, Amendments in Compositiand Dissolution

Support for electoral councils and bureaus in mgdocal referendum, their activity
administration, amendments in composition and tisiem shall be conducted pursuant to
Article 31-34 of this Code, to be correspondingtyked.

Article 191. Responsibilities of Electoral Counailsd Bureaus for Holding Local Referendum

Electoral councils and bureaus established foctimeluct of local referendum shall exercise the
responsibilities provided in Articles 28, 30 ofdl€ode, to be correspondingly applied.

Article 192. Lists of Citizens Eligible to Particfe in Local Referendum

The lists of citizens eligible to participate irettocal referendum (voter lists) shall be compiled
pursuant to Chapter 5, (Article 39-40) of this Cadebe correspondingly applied.

Article 193. Ballots

(1) The ballots shall set up the question brougheterendum, to the right of the text two
rectangles shall be placed horizontally with thedgd'pro” and "contra”, with two circles
underneath.

(2) In the event that several questions are brotggluical referendum, each question shall be
printed on a different ballot. In the event thatesal referendums are held at the same time or
the referendum is held at the same time with elastithe ballots shall be of different colour.

(3) Ballots shall be drawn up pursuant to the LamLanguages Spoken on the Territory of the
Republic of Moldova.

(4) Ballots shall be printed in a quantity thatresponds to the number of voters in the voter
lists.

(5) Ballots setting up the same question shallrbega in the same format, with the same font,
on paper of the same colour and density.
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(6) Design of the ballots and the protocol formeglefctoral councils and the protocol forms of
electoral bureaus for holding local referendumIdhalapproved by the Central Election
Commission, whereas the text of the ballots stetproved by the district electoral councils.

(7) Ballots shall be passed over to precinct efattaureaus two days prior to the date of local
referendum.

Article 194. Referendum Campaigning

Free and thorough discussions upon the issues ggdgdor local referendum shall be conducted
pursuant to Article 47 of this Code, to be correspogly applied.

Article 195. Voting

(1) Voting in local referendum shall be held st to Chapter 9, (Articles 50-55) of this
Code, to be correspondingly applied.

(2) Voters shall fill out the ballot by applying tted" (“Votat” in the original) stamp inside one
of the two circles under the rectangles with thedsd'pro” and "contra", thus expressing their
will.

Article 196. Counting and Tabulation of Local Refedum Results

(1) Local referendum results shall be tabulategyamt to Chapter 10 (Articles 56-60) of this
Code, to be correspondingly applied.

(2) The number of the votes cast for "pro™ and tcahshall be entered separately on a protocol
on tabulation of results.

(3) The results of the referendum shall be examinethe district electoral council which shall
adopt a decision in this respect.

Article 197. Validation of the Local Referendum Bks

(1) The district electoral council, within two dagter tabulation of results, shall submit to the
court of the respective territory the report on¢beduct of local referendum, to which the
protocols of district electoral council and pretialectoral bureaus as well as the complaints
with results of their examination, shall be attath@hisinau municipality council shall submit
the respective documents to the Court of Appeé&losinau..

(2) The court, within ten days of receiving the diments mentioned in paragraph (1) of this
Article, shall confirm or not the legality of themduct of local referendum and its results.

(3) Within 24 hours of adoption, the court rulirgigll be transmitted to the Central Election
Commission and district electoral council estatdsfor holding a local referendum, which shall
publish the final results of the local referendum.

Article 198. Decision Adoption by Local Referendu@ancellation or Amendment
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(1) A local referendum proposal shall be considerdabted by local referendum if it gains the
majority of voters’ votes who participated in tregarendum. A referendum proposal is referred
to as being adopted on the day upon which theegeflerm was conducted.

(2) When a mayor is recalled through referendum Gkntral Election Commission calls the
date of new elections for mayor, pursuant to Twl@Articles 118-140) thereof, which is to be
applied correspondingly.

(3) Adopted referendum proposal may be cancelleh@nded by local referendum, or by the
decision of respective local council, adopted key\thte of 2/3 of the councillors, pursuant to the
Law on Local Public Administration.

Article 199. Invalid Local Referendum

The referendum shall be declared invalid, if lésmthalf of voters included in the voter lists
have voted. The Central Election Commission stdpaa decision declaring a referendum
invalid based on the documents submitted by theictielectoral councils.

Article 200. Null Local Referendum

The court of law shall declare local referenduni tiubughout the entire district or only in some
precincts, if serious violations of this Code ocedrduring the voting or vote counting and
affected the results of the referendum.

Article 201. Repeat Local Referendum

If local referendum is declared null, bodies whadopted the decision to hold the referendum
shall organise, within two weeks, a repeat refememgubject to provisions of this Title and this
Code. The councils and bureaus established forumtrad local referendum, held responsible for
violations of provisions of this Code, shall belesgd.

Article 202. New Local Referendum

New local referendum on the same issues may bensetdoner than a year of the previous
referendum.

TitleVII.
Final and Transition Provisions
Article 203. Entrance into Force
This Code shall enter into effect on the day opitblication.

Article 204. Transition Provisions
After the Electoral Code is enforced:

1. Parliament, within ten days, shall adopt a deoresetting up the Central Election
Commission (permanent), pursuant to the provisarection I, Chapter 3 (Articles 16-22) of
this Code.

2. Bodies mentioned in Article 16, paragraph (Ballssubmit to the Parliament, within five
days, candidates for the Central Election Commissio

3. The Government, -

a) within a month:
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- shall submit proposals to Parliament on bringhnglegislation in line with the Election Code

provisions;

- shall provide headquarter, financial-materigmart and necessary equipment to the Central
Election Commission.

b) shall include in the draft of the state budgetthe 1998 fiscal year, funds necessary for the
activity of the Central Election Commission and tiee organization and conduct of elections.

4. Elections to Parliament of the XIVth legislatusball be conducted on March 22, 1998,
pursuant to the President's decree No. 371-Il,afa@xber 18, 1997. All the terms related to
elections to Parliament of the XIVth legislatur@alsltcommence at the date of the Code' s
publication.

5. Central Election Commission, -

a) shall draft and adopt its Regulation within teys;

b) shall submit to the Government an estimatioexgfenses necessary for the Commission's
activity and for holding elections;

c) after establishment, shall start exercise teparsibilities provided in Article 22.

6. Establishment and functioning of electoral adstiation bodies not provided under this Code
shall be prohibited.

Article 205. Final Provisions

On the date of coming into force of this Code, lther No. 1040-XIl, enacted on 26.05.92 on
Referendum, the Law No. 1609-XIll, enacted on 123 @n Elections to the Parliament, the
Law No. 308-XIll, enacted on 07.12.94 on Local Himas, the Law No. 833-XIlll, enacted on
16.05.96 on the Election of the President of thpuRéc of Moldova, the Law No. 1133-XIlI,
enacted on.02.04.97 on the Recall of the Mayohefillage (commune), Towns, shall be
abrogated and considered to have lost force.

Chairman Of The Parliament Of Republic Of Moldova
Dumitru Motpan

Chisinau, November 21, 1997
No 1381-XII
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