YOU CAN FIND OUT MORE INFO

You can visit the elections
website. The website is
= www.elections.org.nz.

‘ﬂ' You can ring Freephone 0800 36 76 56.

You can ask a friend, support You can ask your Returning
person or family member. Officer or Registrar of Electors.

17-21 Whitmore St
PO Box 3220

Wellington 6140
ELECTORAL COMMISSION
Te Kaitiaki Take Kowhiri
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GET READY AND VOTE,

THE EASY GUIDE TO VOTING

Every three years, New Zealand holds a
general election.

This is when you choose the people and political
parties who will make decisions about the way
New Zealand is run.

These people will represent you in Parliament.
They are called Members of Parliament.

This year there is a general election. There will also
be a referendum, when you get to have your say on
the voting system New Zealand uses.
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Are you 18 years old or over, and a

You need to be enrolled to vote.
e New Zealand citizen or permanent

. U0 —
resident? If you are not enrolled, you need S to vote:
’ \ing
II % to fill in an enrolment form. FLECT! e by
If yes, you can vote. You -

You can ask someone else to
help you fill in the form if you
need to.

Your vote makes a difference!

The form must be returned to the Electoral Enrolment
Centre. Mail the form to PO Box 190, Wellington, 6140.
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GET ENROLLED NOW

You can get an enrolment form: Your name will go on a list. The list is called the

electoral roll. It is a list of people who have enrolled
and are allowed to vote.

from a PostShop. 'ﬂ? by ringing Freephone 0800 36 76 56.

m/ezzggg] ngxttr?/gl}(ra):ltame and from the elections website.
B ] The website is www.elections.org.nz
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GETTING READY T0

In New Zealand, we use
a voting system called
MMP.

In the referendum on the voting
system, you also get two votes.

VOTE You get to say whether you want
to keep the voting system we

use now, or whether you want to
change to another voting system.

In the general election,
you have two votes.

You can vote for the
political party that you most want to see in
Parliament.

You will be asked two questions:
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¢ The first question asks whether you want to keep
MMP (which is the voting system we use at the
moment) or whether you want to change to another
voting system.

A political party with a lot of votes will have
more Members of Parliament.

The political party or parties with the most
votes becomes the Government.
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¢ The second question asks which of four other voting
systems you would choose if New Zealand decides
to change from MMP.

You can vote for the person you most want to
be your local Member of Parliament.

The person who gets the most votes in your
area will win. This person will be your local
Member of Parliament.
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BEFORE YOU VOTE

You need to choose who to

You need to be enrolled to vote.
Y vote for. \

If you are enrolled, you will get a i

ssssssss

:::::::::::

You can find out information
to help you choose from the
newspaper, TV and radio.

letter in the mail about one week
before election day. The letter
will make voting easier. “

Chief Electoral Office, Ministry of Justice, PO

Orange Guy R UR EA 5
A 1 A

20 Sample Street D HELPF NFOR )

South Sampletowp :

Sample City 000p

People who want you to vote for them may be at
meetings. You can go to these meetings.

It has a list of parties and people to choose from.

It has a list of where to go to vote.

You can talk to friends.

ot n advance. Advance voing pIaces
o aervotng ptons Y

It tells you more about the referendum. e o
You can choose the party you think has the best ideas
or leaders. It has other information about how to vote.
You can choose the local person you think will do the
best job of looking after your area.

Robert Peden
Chief Electoral Officer

Guy

Qrange
le Street

moamesrs - AECTIENS

sample City

a‘mspliw\m SOUTH 999/999

You decide. It is your choice who you vote for.
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GET READY TO VOTE

Inside the letter is your EasyVote
card. The EasyVote card is at the

m bottom of the letter.

The EasyVote card has your
name and address on it.
It makes it easier to vote.

Tear off the EasyVote card and take it with you when
you go to vote.

Remember you can still vote even if you do not have
your EasyVote card — it will just take a little bit longer.

KO
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VOTING EARLY

Before Election Day

VOTING If you will not be able get to a

e polling place on election day,
you can still vote.

You will need to go to an advance
voting place.

Advance voting places are open before election day.
An advance voting place will be open from 17 days
before election day.

You may also be able to get voting papers brought to
you at home.

You may also be able to get your voting papers sent to
you in the mail.

1
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Election Day

Election day is always on a
o Saturday.

You can vote on election day at a
polling place.

Polling places are open from nine in the morning until
seven at night. That’s 9.00am until 7.00pm.

12
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Take your EasyVote card with you when you vote.

Go to the polling place or advance voting place.
Go to one near where you live if you can.

Give your EasyVote card to the person giving out the
voting papers.

If you don’t have your EasyVote card, you can still
vote. Tell the person your name and where you live.

13
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HOW TO VOTE

Your name will be crossed off
the electoral roll. This shows you
have voted.

You will be given your two voting
papers.

If you are not voting near where you live you will need
to fill in another form. Tell someone at the polling
place. They will show you what to do.

If your name is not on the electoral roll in the

polling place you will need to fill in another form.

Tell someone at the polling place. They will show

you what to do.

Go behind a voting screen to fill in your voting papers.

14
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HOW TO VOTE

On your orange general
election paper, you have two
votes.

One vote is to choose a political
party.

You can vote for the political party you most want to
see in Parliament. Write a tick in the circle beside the
party name you choose.

One vote is to choose a person.
This person is the Member of Parliament who

represents you where you live. Write a tick in the
circle beside the person’s name you choose.
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HOW TO VOTE

On your purple referendum
paper, you will be asked two
questions.

The first question asks if you

want to keep the MMP voting

system or change to another
voting system. Put a tick in the box next to the answer
you choose.

The second question asks which of four other voting
systems you would choose if New Zealand decides
to change from MMP. Put a tick in the box next to the
answer you choose.

If you don’t know what to choose in the second
question, that’s ok. Your first vote will still count.

16
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HOW TO VOTE

Fold your voting papers in half.
Put the orange paper in the orange ballot box.
Put the purple paper in the purple ballot box.

Voting is secret. You do not have to tell anyone who
you have voted for.

Remember:
It is wrong for someone to stop you from voting.
It is wrong for someone to tell you who to vote for.

You choose who to vote for.

14
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CONGRATULATIONS!

@ VOTE

Congratulations! You know how to vote!

On the Saturday night, votes will be counted.
The results will be announced on TV or radio.

The website www.electionresults.govt.nz also has
the results.

The final results will be known two weeks after
election day.

18
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HELP!

It is okay to ask for help to vote.

You can get help from a friend.

You can get help from a member of your family.

You can get help from a supporter.

You can get help from someone working in the
voting place.

14
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A support person can come with
you when you vote. They can go
behind the voting screen with you.

Your support person may read out
the words and information on the
voting papers.

The support person can mark the
voting papers for you. They can only
do this if you ask them to.

They can also pick up your voting
papers from the polling place or
advance voting facility and bring
them to you.

20
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Advance voting place — a building or place
where you go to vote before election day.

Ballot box — the box to put your voting paper
in once you have voted.

Election day — the Saturday that most people
will go and vote.

EasyVote card — a card with your name,
address and where your name is on the
electoral roll.

Electoral roll — the list of names of everyone
enrolled.

Members of Parliament — the people who
are in Parliament to represent us.

Parliament — a building in Wellington where
Members of Parliament work. They make
decisions in Parliament.

Political party — a group of people with ideas
for running New Zealand.

Polling place — a hall or building where
people go to vote on election day.

Referendum — an extra vote where all New
Zealanders get to have a say on big issues that
affect everyone.

Voting paper — the piece of paper you tick to
make your vote.

Voting screen — a white cardboard screen
you go behind to make your vote.
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