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The electoral systems for national legislatures

— unicameral or lower houses - of independent

countries and related territories.
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List PR — List Proportional Representation

STV —Single Transferable Vote . . . .
Territories are included where they have no direct

representation in a legislature of the country with
which they are associated.

SNTV - Single Non-Transferable Vote

LV — Limited Vote

No provisions for direct elections

The choice of electoral system is one of
DA the most important institutional decisions

= for any democracy. In almost all cases the
choice of a particular electoral system has
a profound effect on the future political
life of the country concerned, and elec-
toral systems, once chosen, often remain
fairly constant as political interests solidify
around and respond to the incentives pre-
sented by them. The choices that are made
may have consequences that were unfore-
seen as well as predicted effects.

This map does not imply any judgement on the part of the Institute on the legal status of any territory or the endorsement of such boundaries, nor does the placement or size of any country or territory reflect the political view of International IDEA.
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Created in 1995, the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (IDEA), an inter-
_— —rallel List — governmental organization with member states from all continents, has a mandate to support sustain-
able democracy worldwide. IDEA operates at an interface between those who analyse and monitor . . ,
o . ’ P . B . ’ For information about IDEA’s work on
trends in democracy and those who engage directly in political reform or act in support of democracy

at home and abroad. IDEA works with both new and long-established democracies, helping to develop EIectora! System Design .please visit the
Electoral systems classified into families by how they translate votes into seats. and strengthen the institutions and culture of democracy. | International IDEA website.
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