
Checklist for the Legal Framework





□ Is the legal framework objective, clear, transparent and publicly accessible?





□ Are fundamental suffrage rights, such as the right to vote and to register as a voter, the right to run for a public office etc., safeguarded by constitutional guarantees? 





□ Have all relevant laws been reviewed, including the constitution, general and specific election legislation, laws relating to citizenship, political parties and campaign finance, media and public information legislation, criminal provisions related to election law violations and EMB instructions?





□ Do the codes of conduct form part of the electoral legal framework? If so, have they been reviewed to ensure that they conform and contribute to the overall objective of holding free and fair elections?





□ Does the legal framework ensure that the instructions and directives of EMBs at all levels are consistent with the provisions of the constitution and the electoral law?





□ Does the legal framework ensure that the provisions relating to national level elections, sub-national (provincial or state) level and local elections are in harmony with each other?





□ Was any part of the electoral law enacted just before the elections without affording a sufficient opportunity for discussion and debate?
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