Common Arguments for and against quotas
	PROS
	CONS

	Quotas are empirically the most effective way of achieving a better gender balance


	Quotas distort the idea of representation and work against women



	Quotas can circumvent conservative party leadership
	Legislated quotas benefit the wives, daughters, sisters, cousins, etc. of traditional male politicians, not women who have developed constituencies of their own



	Once some women are elected, they serve as role models for other women


	Women elected through legal quotas are less respected and have no real power. Many women therefore don’t want to be elected via quotas.


	If women are represented in the legislature, they can help remove some of the structural barriers that prevent women from being elected


	Quotas result in a less competent legislature



	Quotas are not discriminatory but rather compensate for an already existing discrimination


	Quotas are discriminatory against men



	Rather than limit the freedom of choice, quotas give voters a chance to elect both women and men


	Quotas take the freedom of choice away from the voters
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