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TELEVISION AND RADIO, FOR ALL POLITICAL PARTIESCONTESTING
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2. Cambodians should enjoy the benefits of freedom of expression and opinion
through all media administered by existing administrative structures as well as other
media.

4. Anindependent and free media should have a diversity of ownership, and it should
promote and safeguard democracy, while opening opportunities and avenues for
economic, socia and cultural development.

7. In the exercise of its responsibilities under the Agreement, UNTAC will ensure
"fair accessto the media, including press, television and radio, for al parties
contesting the election”. That means UNTAC will assure all registered and/or
provisionally registered political parties the freedom and security to publish, print
and broadcast their views.

8. Media outlets should give parties, groups or individuals whose views have been
misrepresented or maligned by a publication or broadcast the "right of response” in
the same outlet.

9. UNTAC strongly encourages the various media to present a balance of views, to
solicit awide spectrum of opinion from the Cambodian community and to publish as
much information as possible about the history, finances and platform of a political
party or candidate. A democratic media seeks to publish views and counterviews at
the same time, in order to address all aspects of an issue. When opposing ideas are
contained in the same broadcast or article, a"response" may not be necessary.

11. The UNTAC Division of Information/Education will determine the specific
implementation of fair access of political partiesto radio and television.

12. UNTAC will encourage the development of afree and open media through a
diversity of ownership of media outletsin Cambodia.

13. Existing administrative structures should facilitate the profusion of publications
and broadcast stations by, for example, the processing without undue delay of any
necessary applications for registration or assignment of broadcast frequencies. If an
application has not received an answer within one month, UNTAC encourages the
automatic approval of that application.

14. Existing administrative structures should not restrict distribution, sale or
importation of broadcast or printed material, whether produced within or outside
Cambodia, except material that incites hatred or offends public morals.

15. Recognizing that not all limits on free expression are purely political, UNTAC
will assist the Cambodian mediain identifying specific economic or technical



barriers to free expression. UNTAC will assist in coordinating with the international
community and a Cambodia Media Association to remove those obstacles where
feasible.

16. In bona fide pursuit of their professional duties, journalists should have free
access to records and documents of existing administrative structures. UNTAC will,
however, restrict access to materialsit deems essential to the security of Cambodia or
to prevent the unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.

17. Media outlets may not harm the reputation or rights of individuals by publishing
or broadcasting false material or allegations. In democracies, public figures, however,
enjoy less stringent protection. Media outlets may not knowingly disregard the truth
in publishing material about public figures.

18. Journalists should protect confidential sources of information.



