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To Whom It May Concern:

American University’s Center for Democracy and Election Management will be hosting an executive education program for decision makers and policy specialists in the area of election management. With funding from the U.S. State Department’s Middle East Partnership Initiative, participants from Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar and Yemen will spend eleven days in Washington, D.C. from June 16-26, 2008 to learn best practices and the foundations of democratic election management.  At this time, we have closed applications from Yemen and Bahrain.  We are still accepting applicants from Kuwait, Oman and Qatar on a case-by-case basis.  
This is a follow-up program from our December 2007 Institute and is designed for a mix of policy makers, political party activists and people who can inform the debate about electoral administration in their countries, including media representatives and civic activists.  The training program will build on curriculum from previous institutes conducted by The Center for Democracy and Election Management by combining lectures, discussions, interactive workshops and site visits, as well as in-depth issue and country-specific group work, to allow participants to not only understand the key issues but apply them to their own countries.
These participants will take part in high-level discussions led by eminent election professionals and scholars who have worked on elections in the United States and throughout the world.  These experts will address the full range of challenges in elections taking into account the particular needs of participants on the Arabian Peninsula.  Applicants will be required to fill out an application form, possesses sufficient English to understand the course and be chosen by a panel from MEPI and AU.  There is no charge for attending, and CDEM will be arranging all transportation, housing and meals.

We are happy to send a copy of this invitation and the application via e-mail as needed. We hope to create a diverse applicant pool, and are happy to respond to any inquiries or questions.  The application form is attached and should be submitted directly to <modeen@american.edu> or fax 202-885-1366.
For more information, please contact: 

Ms. Nicole Modeen

Center for Democracy and Election Management

American University

3201 New Mexico Ave., NW, Suite 265

Washington, DC 20016-8026

USA

Phone: 202-885-1527   
Fax: 202-885-1366

Email: cdem@american.edu

http://www.american.edu/ia/cdem/
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