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EU deploys 160 strong election observation team in Zimbabwe
The European Commission today approved a 1.83 million Euro project for Electoral Observation in Zimbabwe. Member States are expected to contribute an additional 0.6 million Euro in cash or kind (travel costs of observers etc), leading to a total EU effort of 2.4 million Euro. Having received assurances from the Zimbabwean Government concerning access and security of observers, the EU has decided to mobilise an Observation Team with a total of 160 observers, including the central Observation Unit. More than a hundred observers will be deployed during the first week of June, for a six-week period, and the rest will arrive in the country about a week before the elections. scheduled for 24-25 June 2000. Norway will be fully associated with this exercise and add an additional 10 observers to the EU team.

In an election campaign already marked by violence and intimidation, the main objective of this observation mission is to contribute to the creation of a more favourable climate for the elections. Civil society, NGOs, political parties and diplomatic missions in Harare have recommended the immediate deployment of observers to follow the electoral process in the early days of the campaign, on the grounds that international observers will play an important confidence-building role and, with their presence, will contribute to a reduction in violence, particularly in the rural areas.

Mr. Pierre Schori, member of the European Parliament, vice-president of the Socialist Group in the European Parliament, former Swedish Minister for International Development Co-operation, has been nominated to lead the EU Election Observation mission in Zimbabwe, and to represent the EU and speak
on its behalf. He will arrive in Zimbabwe on 31 May to head an EU election unit, with eight specialised personnel in Harare, and nine co-ordinators deployed throughout the country.

The EU operation is expected to be the largest international electoral observation mission in the country. The EU mission will co-operate and co-ordinate closely with other international observation missions (SADC, Commonwealth, South Africa, US) and national monitoring teams, to guarantee a full exchange of information and views as well as a thorough discussion of preliminary findings and conclusions. Today's funding decision also includes a 200,000 Euro contribution to the cost of observers from the Electoral Commission Forum of SADC countries. The Commission has funded a 220,000 Euro project for the training of 1400 local election monitors. TOP
	


