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Distinguished Participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen,



First of all, I would like to thank the International IDEA and          the Global Electoral Organization (GEO) for inviting me and my colleagues to participate in this conference and to share our experiences about democracy and credible elections. It is also our pleasure to visit Botswana for the first time and we are impressed the calm and tranquil city of Gaborone.



Distinguished participants, Thailand is a middle-sized country          situated in the South East Asia with approximately 513,000 square kilometers, with population of approximately 62 millions people. In 2007, there were about 44 millions eligible voters in the general election.



Thailand has long been civilization and history for thousand years. Before 1932, Thailand was governed by absolute monarchy.  Kings 
were the Heads of the State which played an important role on governing 
and developing the country. 
However, after the First World War, Thailand faced with economic crisis, assemble with the world direction that moved towards on constitutional democratic system. Thus,
it affected Thailand to change from an absolute monarchy to be 
a constitutional democratic country, nearly about 80 years ago, which the King is the Head of State under the constitution, on June 24, 1932 without any severe incident or lost of life. A first civilian government was formed 
to govern the country. 

Since then Thailand had conducted elections for many times. However, it still turned out, occasionally, by political unrests such as 
in 1957, about 54 years ago, an election of the Members of the House of Representatives had been arranged, but the result of election was objected by the people. They believed that the government used 
its powers in violating the election laws and corrupted in managing 
the election. People had demonstrated against the government and later 
the situation had brought to a coup d’état led by the military that toppled down
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the civilian government. However, in 1969, an general election had been conducted again. 



Distinguished participants, political pressure such as
by demonstrations ever happened in Thailand for a number of times. 
For instance in 1973 and 1992, the people including universities students, academics and civilian people demonstrated in Bangkok nearly the same as it occurred in Tunesia, Egypt, ect. in this year. They asked 
the governments led by military to step down and return the country 
to electoral democracy. Unfortunately in the two incidents, many protesters had been killed for the demonstrations against the governments. The chaos had come to tranquility owing to the intervention of 
the Present King, King Bhumibol, who is respected and beloved by 
the people that made the situations returned to normal. 



In Thailand, the last coup d’état took place on September 19, 2006. The government led by Police Lieutenant Colonel Thaksin Shinawatra 
the former Prime Minister, was accused of corruption and disloyalty. Eventually, the government was thrown out. A temporary government was formed and a new constitution was drafted. Later on, the new constitution had been accepted by referendum of the people in 2007. 
It resulted to call for an general election on December 23, 2007. 
Finally, civilian governments have been formed and administered 
the country up until now.

Distinguished participants, I would like to mention about 
the organizers of election in Thailand. Since 1933 to 1997, almost 64 years, elections were conducted by the Ministry of Interior. It was later doubted that the Minister of Interior who might be also a member of a political party, he would be likely questioned about neutrality and transparency
in conducting elections because it was the “conflict of interest.” 

Therefore, in 1997 the Election Commission of Thailand or ECT was established as the EMB by the Constitution as an independent organization, out of controlling by the government. The ECT
is consisted by one Chairman and four Election Commissioners, all of whom having the qualities of apparent impartiality and high integrity. Members of the ECT assume office for a term of seven years with nonrenewable.
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The ECT’s authorities and duties are to conduct and announce the results of elections for Members of the House
of Representatives or Members of Parliament (MP) and Senators 
including local elections nationwide. Moreover, the ECT has authorities 
and duties in adjudicating the electoral disputes and also conducting 
civic education for the people about democracy and election, including promoting political public participation. Another function of the ECT 
is the controlling donation, inspecting financial account and expenses
of political parties.

Distinguished participants, election plays an important role 
in which politicians and political parties can involve and take power 
to govern the country. Therefore, political pressure is unavoidable 
in election, such as in the present situation in Thailand.




Currently, there are two political movement groups in Thailand which are different in political faith. One is the group called the “People’s Alliance for Democracy” or the “Yellow Shirt Demonstrators”. They have rallied against the former Prime Minister, Police Lieutenant Colonel Thaksin Shinawatra, who is now a fugitive in a foreign country. Another group is the “United Front for Democracy against Dictatorship”or
the “Red Shirt Demonstators” which support the former Prime Minister, Police Lieutenant Colonel Thaksin Shinawatra. Both of them are back up with media such as cable T.V. In April through May last year, 2010, 
the Red Shirt demonstrated covering many areas of Bangkok.
The government of Mr. Abhisit Vejjajiwa, the present Prime Minister, declared a state of emergency in Bangkok and called for the military 
to keep orders in the city which brought into thousands of people injured, and nearly a hundred people reported death. Although, 
the situation has been relaxed nowadays, but the Yellow Shirt and 
the Red Shirt still take action to make political pressure to the government and Thai society. 

 Incidentally, in this year, the Members of the House 
of Representatives’ term will be ended on December 23, 2011. The present Prime Minister, Mr. Abisit Vejjajiva insisted that he will not stay in office until the end of the term, he may call for the next general election within 
the first half of this year. By the way, during in this month,
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the Opposition Party files a non-confident motion against the Prime Minister and his cabinet ministers. Expectedly, after the debate,                                                 the Prime Minister will dissolve the parliament. Thus, the Election Commission must play an important role in organizing the election. 
The question is how the Election Commission could conduct 
the election under such political pressure. 
In my opinion, in conducting election under political pressure, we should focus on making “trust” to all people concerned in the election, especially political parties, politicians, and voters in order to make them to accept the result of the election. 
To attain “trust”, the Election Commission has to be strictly neutral and treat all of candidates with fairness. In adjudicating 
the violation of election laws, we have to judge upon the witnesses and 
in accordance with laws and regulations. Furthermore, we have to organize campaigning and disseminating about electoral information to the people and the media. Therefore, the election will be conducted in honest and fair manner.

Distinguished participants, election is one of the best ways
to solve political conflicts. It is the way that people will be given back their power in making decision to select suitable representatives and their own government.

The Election Commission of Thailand believe that we can conduct the coming Members of the House of Representatives Election 
to be peaceful, free and fair manner in order to solve political conflicts 
and restore  political stability to our country.

Finally, we also hope that the knowledge and experience sharing from this Conference will be beneficial for our works
in overseeing and conducting the coming general election in Thailand.





Thank you.
