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Summary:

International Electoral Assistance:  
Strengthening electoral processes, strengthened democracy

International electoral assistance is development assistance focused on strengthening electoral processes, systems and institutions.  Initially international assistance addressed a knowledge gap for countries undergoing major democratic transitions.  At the time there was limited information on best practices in the field of elections.  Assistance also tended to focus on the elections as an event and had a short term perspective.  It has evolved to focus more on assisting the elections as part of the larger electoral process and on improving the credibility of those processes.  

 We now have more than 20 years of lessons learned.  The how-to’s and standards for elections, and the best practices for international assistance are well known.  Yet there are still issues today related to the effectiveness of assistance and the credibility of some of the processes assisted.
The challenges today are how to ensure the application of best practices and lessons learnt so that assistance can better address remaining knowledge and credibility gaps and can make a sustainable difference.  International assistance also needs to look to the future.  What will be the next generation gap that international assistance will need to address, and what should be done today to prepare for the assistance of tomorrow?  
